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No.  18. 


Aratonia  Kami. 

By  .Mk.  Hi  xteu. 

One  of  the  trrvat  ple-nsupps  of  our  trip  in 
eastern  New  York,  rhronii-leil  in  ".V  Busy 
Week."  pa:re  :514,  Sept.  1st  F.-r.,was:i  visit 
to  Capt.  W.  ('.  (asev's  Aratoina  Kami, 
Katonab,  N.  Y..  where  is  lioinjr  built  up  what 
promises  to  l>e  one  of  the  l>e»t  poultry  plants 
in  America.  We  c-ertainly  tliink  the  loralion 
is  the  l>est  we  have  ever  .seen,  and  a  riirht 
lo<-ation  is  a  most  important  factor.  Aratonia 
Farm  contains  aliout  1S5  acres,  and  lies  upon 
Uie  top  (and  upper  slojie.-)  of  the  hiirh,  rollinu 
land,  the  "foot  hill>."  so  to  speak,  of  the 
mountain  mnire  whii  h  is  tlie(;reen  nii>tintains 
in  Vermont,  ami  the  Herkshires  in  western 


uumliering  perhap>  tive  hundred  head  in  all. 
and  at  the  tiuic  of  our  visit  there  were  about 
two  thousand  chick.s,  about  one  thou.sand 
ducks,  and  some  turkey  poults  running  about 
the  place. 

.Vpproaching  the  poultry  buihlings.  alons; 
the  farm  road  which  runs  between  the  iiarns 
and  the  loui;  brooder  house,  the  office  is  seen, 
in  the  corner  of  the  incubator  house.  In  fact, 
this  building.  '24  x  40  feet  in  size,  is  divided 
into  a  10  x  10  office,  a  10  x  10  testing  room, 
and.  in  rear  of  the.se,  the  incubator  room, 
"24  .K.'JO;  the  floor  and  ceiling  are  double, 
with  Xeponset  paper  lietween.  Here  are  the 
eight  3(X>-egg  Trairie  ."state  incubators,  two 
Thermostatic  and  one  VonCulin.  The  two 
latter  it  is  the  intention  to  sell,  an<i  put  in  eight 


fe.stly  docs  not  like  the  monitor  top  style  of 
house.  ''Y'ou  don"t  get  the  sunshine  into  it," 
said  3Ir.  Otis,  "  and  you  iroiit  sunshine  in 
winter  for  good  results."  Several  detachc<l 
scratching  shed  houses  arc  jdanned  for,  anil 
will  soon  be  erected. 

The  duck  house  is  some  rods  further  south, 
with  tine  range  down  the  slopes  below ;  but  it 
is  the  intention  to  move  it  over  into  the 
adjoining  tielil,  in  which  is  a  superli  spring 
from  which  a  considerable  stream  was  flow- 
ing, even  in  August.  A  small  dain  across  the 
miniature  valley  will  make  a  perfect  little 
duck  pond  in  which  the  breeding  ducks  ciui 
frolic  to  their  hearts'  cont<'nt,  and  better 
hatches  will  result.  We  tind  this  disposition 
1o  get  the  breeding  ducks  into  water,  as  "  'tis 


inculiators,  chicks  hatched,  chicks  lost  by 
death,  chicks  marketed,  etc.  As  an  illustra- 
tion of  his  methodical  work  we  copy  a  card 
4x(i  inches  in  size,  on  which  was  the  follow- 
ing hatching  record : 

No.  8. 
Staktki),     May  12,  ISOfi. 

Vahikty,  Leghorn. 

No.  OF  Eggs,  .m. 

Tk.st,  May  IH,      Oi  t,  2S. 

TKsr,  May  27,      Orr,  7. 

Fku'iii.p:  K(;(;,s,  271. 

Die,  .June  2. 

liESUI.T,  264  CHICKS. 

Ducks. 

The  card  is  printed  in  blank;  the  words 
and  figures  in  <'aps  l)eing  the  printed  matter, 


>i  \  I  \   luii/i,.,    11(11^1,  At    \i;\ii)>iA  1  \i;m. 
A  Monitor  Top  House,  With  Feus  and  Vardit  Opeiiiiit;  Kast  and  West. 


Massachusetts.  Dutehe^s,  I'utnam  and  West 
Chester  counties  in  New  Y'ork  are  mo.stly  hills 
and  valleys  of  that  formation,  "a  lesser  Berk- 
shire," with  hills  less  grand  and  imposing,  'tis 
true,  hut  presenting  scenery  of  endle.ss  combi- 
nations of  beauty  and  loveliness.  There  are 
stretches  of  hilltop  that  almost  merit  the  name 
of  tableland,  and  Aratoma  Farm  is  on  that 
upland.  Of  course  land  so  situated  is  perfectly 
drained,  and  that  is  a  most  excellent  thing  for 
a  poultry  plant.  Another  excellent  thing  is 
its  isolation  from  neighbors.  Mr.  Rankin 
somewhere  advises,  "  Don't  have  neighbors 
too  near! '' — and  the  location  of  the  farm  and 
poultry  buildings  on  the  center  of  the  rear 
half  of  Aratoma  insures  absolute  freedom  from 
annoying  anyone;  there  is  plenty  of  elbow 
room. 

We  give  illustrations  of  some  of  the  poultry 
buildings;  the  view  on  cover  being  two  long 
brooder  houses,  with  the  roofs  of  the  incubator 
house  and  farm  barns  showing  over  the  tops 
of  the  brooder  houses;  this  page  shows  the 
main  poultry  bouse,  a  monitor  top  house, 
with  pens  and  yards  opening  east  and  west. 
Here  the  bulk  of  the  breeding  stock  is  housed, 
that  Ls,  the  hens:  the  ilucks  are  in  a  long  duck 
house  twenty  rods  south  of  the  fowl  house. 
Thf  breeding  stock  consi.s-ts  of  White  Leg- 
honis,  AVTiite  and  silver  Wyandottes,  Barred 
P.  Rocks,  Bronze  turkeys,  and  Pekin  ducks. 


more  I'rairie  States,  which  .shows  that  the 
Aratoma  Fann  people  like  the  I'rairie  State 
incubator. 

To  the  right  (.south)  of  the  incubator  house, 
is  the  smaller  brooder  house,  one  hundred  feet 
long,  occupied  by  ducklings  at  the  time  of  our 
visit.  West  of  this  brooder  house  is  the  long 
brooder  house,  originally  builtfor  a  hen  house, 
but  piped  and  altered  into  a  brooiler  house,  as 
the  growing  business  demanded  more  brooder 
house  room.  This  building,  about  two  hun- 
dred feet  long,  is  ceiled  throughout  inside, 
and  has  a  four  foot  walk  extending  the  entire 
length  on  the  north  side.  Solid  partitions  and 
doors  shut  ofl"  the  pens  from  the  walk,  and 
solid  partitions  between  the  pens  divide  the 
house  into  rooms  12  x  16  feet.  These  pens  are 
subdivided  by  movable  partitions  into  hovers 
and  pens  6x12  for  the  chicks,  the  pipes  taking 
the  heated  water  from  a  large  Hitchings  heater 
in  the  center  of  the  house. 

A  little  way  south  of  this  long  brooder  house 
is  the  double  monitor  top  iwultry  house,  run- 
ning north  and  south,  with  pens  and  yards 
extending  east  and  west  from  the  walk  in  the 
center.  This  house  was  found  to  be  too  cold 
last  winter,  and  oiled  muslin  curtains  were 
hung  upon  the  partitions  to  completely  enclose 
each  pen,  and  the  monitor  top  shut  ofl'  by  a 
movable  board  partition.  Fven  then  it  was 
too  cold,  Jlr.  Otis  said,  and,  in  fact,  he  main- 


their  nature  to,"  among  many  duck  rai.sers, 
the  belief  being  freely  expressed  that  the 
ducks  will  be  stronger  and  healthier,  and  the 
eggs  hatch  better. 

We  had  to  laugh  at  some  of  the  Bantam- 
like White  Leghorn  (cockerels,  which  were 
strutting  about  like  veritable  lonlsof  creation, 
and  we  asked  Mr.  Otis  what  he  could  possibly 
do  with  them  — they  were  but  little  larger 
than  robins.  He  said  he  was  thinking  of 
caponiziug  them,  to  try  an  experiment  and 
see  if  he  could  get  them  up  to  eatable  size  and 
get  them  fat.  Leghorn  eggs  are  perfect  as 
hatchers,  the  chicks  pop  out  of  them  like  pop- 
corn ;  the  disposing  of  the  chicks,  afteryou  get 
them,  is  the  great  thing. 

('apt.  Casey  had  returned  from  the  city  by 
the  time  we  had  finished  the  tour  of  the 
buildings,  and  invited  us  into  the  office  for  a 
chicken  talk.  He  is  "  saturated  "  (if  the  term 
is  admissible)  with  chicken  enthusiasm,  and 
is  engaged  in  the  business  as  much  for  pleas- 
ure as  the  prolit  he  derives  from  it.  In  fact, 
it  is  his  recreation,  his  "  safetv  valve.  "  We 
greatly  enjoyeil  our  talk  with  the  companion- 
able captain.  We  talked  chickens  in  general, 
and  .\ratonia  farm  chickens  in  parli<-ular, 
and  ''chicken"  methods,  and  "  chi<ken " 
men,  and  •'chicken"  pai)ers.  The 
<  iipt;iin  believes  in  system,  anil  keejis  a  most 
careful  recoril  of  egg  yield,  eggs  put  in  th<' 


the  rest  filled  in  to  make  up  the  record  of 
each  hatch.  The  card  is  attached  to  the 
machine  whose  number  it  bears,  and  when 
the  record  is  completed  is  filed  away  for 
future  reference.  That  Aratoma  Farm  had 
hatchable  Leghorn  eggs  in  May,  that  record 
proves,  a  total  of  two  hundred  and  sixty-four 
chicks  from  three  hundred  and  .six  eggs  put 
in  the  machine,  being  one  of  the  best  we  ever 
saw. 

A  personal  letter  from  (  apt.  Ca.sey,  of  date 
August  12,  says,  "  August  2  we  had"  a  hatch 
of  two  hundred  and  twelve  chicks  out  of 
two  hundred  and  twenty-seven  fertile  eggs, 
an<I  /lat-i;  lost  hut  oiip  chir/i';  and  out"  of 
another  hatch  on  August  10,  one  hundred 
and  thirty-eight  chicks,  liari-  lust  bvt  tiro- 
and  this  all  through  the  terrific  heat. 

,Vo  mnisttvre  n'as  vaed  in  either  hotc/i.  ■ 

(The  italics  are  his.) 

Note  the  conditions.  The  Anitoma  Farm 
incubator  house  is  wholly  above  ground, 
(the  floor  two  feet  above  ground,  we"  would 
say),  hence  is  absolutely  dry  — the  exact 
reverse  of  a  cellar.  The  location  is  on  an 
clevateil  table-land,  hence  the  atmosphere  has 
little  of  the  humidity  of  the  valleys.  The 
windows  of  the  room  are  open  on  both  sides 
(in  summer)  so  that  the  breezes  lilow  through 
freely.  The  iniubators  are  hot-air  (Prairie 
State),  which  many  believe  re(|uire  more 
moisture  than  some  others;  and  vet.  i)0 
uioisliire  ii-us  ^i.ifd  !»  Pith)  )-  hntrh.  ilcre  is 
a  nut  to  crack,  and  such  practical  experiences 
throw  helpful  li'.dit  upon  the  moisture  piol>- 
leni.  (';irefnllv  made  exfieriments.  ac<-u- 
ralely  recorded,  are  of  incvfimable  v.ihic  to 
poultry  men— and  we  confidently  exiect  to  get 
many  more  of  such  from  Aratoina  Farm. 
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The  Work  of  Twenty  Years. 

A  Wilderness  Converted  into  a  Profitable 
Poultry  Farm— Kicliard  H,  Young's  Lilac 
Hedge  Farm  is  Knoivn  the  World  Over. 

By  Mr.  Boyee. 

Everybody  kuows  "  Uncle  Dick  "  Young,  of 
Westboro,  Mass. ;  and  who  has  not  heard  of 
Lilac  Hedge  Farm,  the  headquarters  for  wire 
netting,  poultry  supijlies,  and  poultry? 

The  writer  became  acquainted  with  Mr. 
Young  about  ten  j-ears  ago,  through  corre- 
spondence; but  it  remained  lor  the  fifteenth 
of  last  August  for  the  first  handshake  and 
"  how-dy-do."' 

Poor  Dick's  feeble  light  continueth  to  burn. 

Richard  has  missed  his  calling.  It  was  a 
mistake  for  him  to  take  up  poultry  work  when 
he  could  ha\'e  made  the  world  laugh  (at  a  big 
salary), had  he  turned  his  puns  and  various 
comicalities  into  newspaper  jottings. 

Said  he,  with  that  droll  style  peculiarly  his 
own : 

"  The  care  of  the  old  homestead  upon  the 
hillside;  the  milking  of  the  old  brindle  cow, 
and  the  scratching  of  the  old  blue  hen  and  her 
chicklets  iu  my  wife's  flower  beds,  leadeth 
your  humble  servant  to  believe  that,  after  all, 
life  is  not  a  myth.  Tho'  struggling  on  Lilac 
Hedge  for  twenty  years  to  become  a  trillion- 
aire,  the  hedge,  the  wolf,  and  the  mortgage 
still  remain." 

Twenty  years  ago  Eichard  H.  Y'oung  pur- 
chased seveutj'-eig'ht  acres  of  wilderness,  and 
at  once  began  the  work  of  cutting  down  trees 
and  erecting  poultry  houses.  It  v\-as  slow 
work,  but  Kicbard  was  not  to  be  downed. 

■\Vhcn  wire  netting  came  into  use  for  poul- 
try fencing,  Mr.  Young  was  one  of  the  first 
men  to  handle  it;  and  he  has  probably  sold 
more  than  any  other  concern  in  the  country. 
For  nearly  twenty  years  it  has  been  a  leader 
in  his  business. 

Upon  the  day  of  our  visit,  Mr.  Young  and 
his  good  wife  met  us  at  the  train  with  their 
team.  The  farm  is  located  about  two  miles 
from  the  station,  and  on  the  way  out  Richard 
amused  us  with  old-time  reminiscences,  up-to- 
date  politics,  and  comments  upon  the  recent 
hot  wave,  when  the  temperature  reached  114° 
in  the  shade  at  Lilac  Hedge. 

Then,  of  a  sudden  we  reached  the  edge  of  a 
long  lilac  hedge  fence,  and  Mr.  Young  pointed 
out  the  boundary  lines  of  his  ranch,  neatly 
lined  by  this  hedge  fencing.  The  farm  is  cer- 
tainly well  named. 

We  came  to  a  large  barn,  and,  after  the 
team  was  put  up,  repaired  to  the  house — a 
large,  roonjy,  eomfoi'table  home,  richly  fur- 
nished. Mr.  Young  enjoys  both  his  home  and 
family,  and  nothing  seems  too  good  for  them 
Then  came  the  dinner — the  table  fairly 
groaning  with  the  weight  of  vegetables  and 
meats  of  all  kinds.  Of  course  we  did  justice  to 
it — we  never  flinch  on  such  occasions. 

That  pleasant  task  finished,  cigars  were 
passed,  and  between  pulfs  of  smoke  Richard 
gave  some  of  his  way-back  reminiscences, 
telling  how  from  early  boyhood  he  had  great 
ideas  of  the  i^rofits  to  be  derived  from  raising 
poultry  on  a  large  scale.  In  those  days,  (forty- 
five  years  ago),  farmers  handled  but  little  cash 
money,  but  were  satisfied  to  exchange  their 
products  for  such  necessaries  as  did  not  grow 
on  the  farm. 

His  mother  was  the  "  hen-man,"  and  she 
wanted  to  increase  her  flock,  but  his  father 
didn't  believe  in  them,  as- they  scratched  up 
his  cucumber  bed.  Finally,  however,  his 
mother  caught  hold  of  a  variety  of  non- 
scratchers,  known  as  Creepers,  and  after 
thoroughly  convincing  the  old  gent  of  their 
garden  innocence,  he  consented  to  an  increase 
of  Creepers. 

These  were  a  motley  crowd  of  birds;  legs 
about  two  inches  long,  square  built,  like  a 
porcupine,  parti-  or  rather  multi-colored ;  all 
the  colors  of  the  I'ainbow,  and  all  other  colors 
for  which  uo  artist  can  ever  account.  Beau- 
ties in  inuoccuce  they  were,  and  no  two  alike. 
As  dressers  for  market,  they  were  a  perfect 
success.  They  turned  out  eggs  in  a  way  that 
would  surprise  modern  hencraft.  "Ma  always 
persLsti  d  iu  taking  care  of  the  hens  herself. 
Pa  was  willing  she  should  as  long  as  she 
turned  their  product  to  good  family  account. 
Fa  and  Jla  had  but  one  pur««;  they  didn't 
need  any  niurc  They  kept  but  one  account, 
and  that  was  in  their  heads.'' 

"Well,  after  running  Creepers  a  year,  Mr. 
Young,  Sr.,  decided  there  was  as  much  money 


in  hens  as  in  raising  steers,  so  the  next  winter 
they  got  out  and  hewed  logs  for  the  frame, 
and  had  boards  sawed  for  a  new  building, the 
base  to  be  used  for  a  hoggery  and  the  upper 
floor  for  a  hennery.  They  raised  the  building, 
boarded  it  in,  battened  the  walls  and  shingled 
the  roof  themselves  —  for  in  those  days  farmers 
were  jacks-of-all-trades.  The  building  was 
25x40  feet,  on  the  southern  side  of  a  hill,  just 
the  place  for  a  cold  weather  business. 

As  the  building  was  quite  a  distance  from 
the  house,  it  became  a  part  of  poor  Richard's 
chores  to  feed  and  provide  water  for  the 
poultry  and  pigs  in  stormy  weather,  and  to 
gather  and  market  the  eggs.  This  latter  part 
of  the  business  was  always  the  most  agreeable 
to  Dick,  as  it  gave  him  an  opportunity  to  meet 
the  boys  and  girls  at  the  village.  The  stock  of 
Creepers  were  increased  the  second  year  to 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty,  and  that  was 
considered  a  good  many  hens  for  one  farmer 
to  keep. 

Thus  the  poultry  flourished  at  the  old  home- 
stead. Eggs  sold  at  ten  cents  per  dozen ;  nine- 
pence  was  considered  a  big  price  for  eggs  at 
that  time.  The  dollar  was  "  mightier"  then 
than  now.  "  The  tighter  the  times  the  more 
mighty  the  dollar."  Millionaires  were  then 
as  scarce  as  hens'  teeth;  but  people  seemed 
to  enjoy  more  in  those  days  in  their  humble 
homes  than  the  millionaires  of  today  in 
their  palaces.  There  was  less  ambition,  and 
more  contentment.  A  clean  calico  gown  for 
mother ;  linsey-woolsey  frocks  for  the  children ; 
stirabout  and  milk  for  supper  seven  days  in 
the  week.  Home  without  a  mortgage;  bills 
all  paid ;  a  few  hundred  dollars  laid  by  for 
emergencies ;  what  more  could  be  added  but 
•contentment  to  make  such  a  home,  though  ever 
so  humble,  a  paradise  on  earth? 

Then  came  a  trip  to  the  poultry  buildings. 
Here  we  found  ample  quarters  for  a  thousand 
fowls,  besides  a  broiler  house  one  hundred  and 
eighty  feet  long,  and  twenty-five  feet  wide, 
with  basement  24x50  feet,  partitioned  off  for 
broiler  and  incubator  rooms.  These  basements 
are  all  in  solid  masonry,  cemented  bottoms, 
stone  walls  laid  in  cement,  and  heavy  galvan- 
ized sheet  iron  ceilings  to  make  them  fire, 
water  and  rat  proof.  The  walls  around  the 
entire  building  are  laid  six  feet  in  solid  cement, 
and  four  inches  of  cement  on  bottom,  covered 
with  four  inches  of  sand.  The  24x50  feet  part 
is  two  stories  high  above  basement. 

The  first  floor  is  divided  into  office,  feed  and 
exhibition  rooms.  The  second  floor  has  a  hall 
24x30  feet,  in  which  are  stored  poultry  sup- 
plies of  all  kinds,  medicines,  books,  bone  mills; 
in  fact,  any  and  everything  one  could  wish  to 
see.  There  are  also  sleeping  apartments  on 
this  floor  for  hired  help,  connected  by  electric 
alarm  with  incubator  room  in  the  basement. 
The  entire  building  is  sheathed  inside  with 
northern  pine,  and  cemented  between  studs, 
four  feet  high,  thus  rendering  it  one  of  the 
most  thorough  rat  and  fire  proof  poultry 
houses  ever  constructed.  Should  one  of  the 
incubators  in  the  basement  catch  fire,  the  room 
is  so  constructed  that  it  would  be  impossible 
for  the  flames  to  spread.  At  present  he  is 
run^iing  the  Monarch,  and  the  old  Indiana  and 
Buckeye  incubators. 

The  building  is  supplied  with  a  complete 
circulating  system  of  hot  and  cold  water — by 
a  large  tank  in  upper  story  —  which  is  filled 
by  hydraulic  pressure  from  a  pond  a  short 
distance  from  the  building.  The  boiler  in 
basement  was  constructed  by  Geo.  ^y.  Putnam, 
AVoodville,  Mass.  It  is  a  horizontal,  19-tubu- 
lar  boiler,  fifty-four  inches  long,  and  is  capable 
of  heating  the  entire  building  to  a  comfortable 
point  of  temperature  for  young  chicks  in  the 
coldest  weather.  It  is  even  sufficient  for  a 
building  twice  the  size. 

The  rooms  on  first  and  second  floors  are 
warmed  by  hot  water  radiators  from  boiler. 
The  building  is  covered  entire  with  Neponset 
red  rope  roofing,  over  a  thickness  of  the  black 
Keponset,  and  then  painted  with  two  coats  of 
lead  and  oil  paint. 

A  room,  too,  in  this  building  is  devoted  to 
electrotypes.  3Ir.  Y'oung  started  in  this 
branch  of  the  business  fifteen  years  ago,  and 
has  since  sold  thousands  of  cuts  to  fanciers  and 
others.  But  the  cheapness  of  engravings  at 
the  present  day,  due  to  the  introduction  of 
quicker  methods  for  production,  has  made  new 
cuts  as  cheap  as  the  old  time  trade  electros 
cost  ten  years  ago.  But  Mr.  Young  had  his 
laugh  first.  He  reaped  his  harvest  before 
invention  ruled  this  business  a  back  number. 


In  poultry  we  saw  some  excellent  "White 
Plymouth  Bocks,  White  Wyandottes,  and 
Single  Comb  White  Leghorns.  Those  are  Mr. 
Young's  favorites,  and  he  believes  they  are 
the  business  fowls  of  this  century. 

"  Once  upon  a  time  "  Mr.  Young  kept  Lang- 
shans ;  but  he  don't  no  more."  Salt  killed 
them.  And  this  is  the  way  he  tells  the 
sorrowful  tale : 

"  Four  years  ago  I  raised  over  six  thou- 
sand thoroughbred  birds  of  my  kind,  and  was 
doing  a  '  bang-up '  business,  till  one  day  in 
November,  my  hired  man  mishapped  to  dump 
a  peck  of  salt  into  a  cauldron  of  poultry  mash. 
Next  ;morning  the  mess  was  fed  out  to  my 
birds.  Within  twenty-four  hours  they  seemed 
to  feel  sorry  for  it. 

"  Over  eleven  hundred  changed  their  politics 
in  a  single  night.  They  '  bolted,'  put  on 
'  tight  vests,'  '  mugwumped '  and  left  us  in  the 
midst  of  life  — in  debt.  Those  that  skipped 
were  our  best  throughbred  Langshans  —  our 
best  '  shining  marks,' so  to  say  —  and  thus  it 
ever  seems  to  be.  Sometimes  the  cobwebs  of 
a  thousand  years  are  wiped  away  in  a  single 
moment;  but  the  fact  is,  that  lot  of  hens  has 
gone  to  join  thT  great  majorities  of  dead  hens. 

"For  several  days  afterwards  we  felt  as 
though  '  suthin '  had  been  fired  at  us.  We  felt 
like  going  '  outer  the  business.'  We  summed 
up  our  losses  and  gains  —  cast  a  trial  balance, 
by  throwing  the  dead  birds  in  the  dung  heap. 
Then  we  communed  a  little  with  our  hired 
man  with  reference  to  the  safest  method  of 
seasoning  the  morning  mash. 

"  I  suppose  I  talked  a  trifle  rough  to  the 
young  fellow  who  did  the  salting.  He  seemed 
to  see  the  vengeance  in  my  eye,  hear  it  in  my 
voice,  and  '  sniff  it  in  the  air.'  He  felt  bad, 
though,  and  said  he'd  rather  lost  a  whole 
day^s  wages  than  had  it  happen. 

"Next  morning,  '  unbeknownst'  to  any  of 
the  family,  he  hied  himself  to  his  home  in 
Nova  Scotia,  and  if  he  yearns  to  see  his  grand- 
children playing  about  his  knee  he'd  better 
stay  there." 

Mr.  Young  publishes  an  annual  which  tells 
all  about  his  business,  better  than  we  can 
describe  it  here,  and  this  manual  —  called 
Ch  icken  Fixings  —  he  will  gladly  send  to  all 
who  want  it  bad  enough  to  enclose  a  two  cent 
stamp. 


To  Buff  Pl5'mouth  Rock  Breeders. 

Perhaps  it  seems  a  little  early  for  agitating 
the  subject,  but  I  would  like  the  opinion  of  all 
breeders  of  Bufl"  Plymouth  Rocks,  as  to 
whether  they  think  it  advisable  to  form  a  club 
and  further  the  interests  of  this  already  popular 
fowl. 

As  the  time  for  the  revision  of  the  Standard 
is  not  far  oft',  we  must  try  to  get  together  and 
decide  upon  our  ideal. 

I  hope  all  breeders  of  this  variety  will  deem 
it  their  privilege  as  well  as  duty  to  write  me 
what  they  think  of  the  question,  and  whether 
they  think  the  fourth  annual  exhibition  of  the 
Rochester  Poultry,  Pigeon  and  Pet  Stock 
Association  would  be  a  good  place  for  organiz- 
ing a  club. 

Rochester  holds  one  of  the  largest  and  best 
shows  in  the  country  (last  year  having  3,122 
entries)  and  the  second  largest  show  in  the 
United  States.  The  association  will  put  up  a 
fine  silver  cup,  besides  many  other  valuable 
specials,  on  Bufl"  Rocks,  if  the  club  is  organized 
there.  Rochester  has  the  best  of  shipping 
facilities,  all  the  express  companies  entering 
there.  The  show  will  be  judged  by  three  of 
the  best  judges  to  be  had  —  Bicknell,  Brown 
and  Butterfield;  have  a  well  lighted  hall,  and 
a  patronizing  public.  W.  C.  Deni^y. 

324  South  Ave.,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Humor  in  the  Poultry  Yard. 

Written  for  FARM-roULTRY. 

One  of  our  leading  fanciers  is  named 
"  Hawk."  Now  there  are  some  who  seem  to 
think  that  it  is  singular  that  a  hawk  should  be 
raising  chickens;  but  if  they  would  reflect  a 
moment  they  would  find  that  it  is  a  very 
common  occurrence  for  a  "hawk"  to  raise 
chickens. 

*   *  * 

In  looking  over  the  "Postal  Guide"  we  are 
glad  to  find  that  the  post  office  department 
has  not  slighted  the  poultry  fraternity.  We 
have  !i  Plymouth  Rock,  Hamburg,  Bantam, 
Wyandotte,  Java,  Chickens,  Egg-ville  and 
Ilenpeck.  A.  B.  COOK. 

Milledgeville,  Ga. 


Seventy-Three  Thousand  Broilers 
Per  Year. 

The  Largest  Broiler  Farm  in  the  World- 
Large  Duck  and  Poultry  Kanches  Started 
in  the  West— A  Promising  Fgg,  Broiler 
and  Boaster  Farm  at  Plymouth,  Mass. 

Written  for  Fahm-Poultey. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  in  one  of  my 
former  communications  I  mentioned  being  at 
Plymouth,  Mass.  Since  then  I  have  paid  that 
place  another  visit,  remaining  two  weeks, 
remodelling  incubator  room,  locating  poultry 
buildings,  and  giving  information,  so  far  as  in 
my  power  pertaining  to  the  hatching  and  rais- 
ing of  chicks  artificially.  I  do  not  have  the 
privilege  of  mentioning  this  party's  name,  but 
his  farm  is  located  some  five  miles  out  of  the 
city.  It  is  a  beautiful  location,  the  soil  is 
rather  loose,  and  the  entire  plant  located  on 
what  we  might  term  a  grove.  There  is  plenty 
of  shade  for  both  old  and  young  chicks.  When 
I  left,  the  proprietor  was  undecided  as  to 
whether  he  would  build  on  the  colonizing 
plan  or  not;  but  he  has  plenty  of  room,  and 
intends  to  keep  some  fifteen  hundred  or  two 
thousand  hens.  His  idea  is  to  combine  eggs, 
broilers  and  roasters.  In  his  incubator  room 
he  now  has  1900-egg  capacity,  and  has  enough 
outdoor  brooders  located  in  difl'erent  parts  of 
the  grove  to  take  care  of  the  j'oung  chicks.  He 
is  merely  going  at  it  on  this  plan  in  order  to 
demonstrate  what  he  can  do  before  building  a 
brooding  house ;  however,  the  location  for  a 
brooding  house  has  been  decided  upon,  and 
before  cold  weather  comes  I  expect  he  will 
have  a  model  one  on  his  place.  His  laying 
hens  will  all  have  free  range,  and  will  have 
shade  during  the  entire  summer ;  while  dur- 
ing the  winter  months,  va  account  of  so  many 
trees,  the  location  will  be  warm. 

Winding  up  my  business  at  Plymouth,  I 
returned  home  long  enough  to  take  supper, 
eating  breakfast  the  next  morning  in  Chicago. 
Here  will  be  started  a  model  duck  farm  within 
a  short  distance  from  the  city  limits.  It  is 
known  as  "  Chatham  Fields,"  in  that  section, 
and  is  a  very  desii^able  location.  Here,  too,  is 
a  very  beautiful  grove.  The  buildings  will  be 
erected  in  this  grove,  no  more  trees  being  cut 
down  than  absolutely  necessary  to  gi^•e  room 
for  the  buildings.  Ducks  will  be  the  main 
object,  and  the  duck  laying  house  will  be  built 
on  the  modern  plan,  some  three  hundred  feet 
in  length.  They  will  also  build  a  double 
brood  house  two  hundred  and  forty  feet  in 
length.  The  heater  will  be  located  in  the 
center,  and  brood  pipes  extend  north  and 
south,  according  to  the  way  the  building  is 
located.  It  is  expected  to  carry  about  one 
thousand  laying  ducks,  and  at  this  writing 
they  have  some  four  hundred  orflve  hundred. 
Chicago  is  getting  to  be  scrmewhat  of  a  market 
for  ducks,  and  while  in  that  city  I  saw  Penn- 
sylvania ducks  on  the  market,  and  selling  at 
very  good  prices.  It  is  the  proprietor's  idea 
to  supply  the  home  demand  with  strictly  fresh 
ducks,  and  he  is  going  at  it  in  the  right  way. 
Mr.  G.  H.  Frith  is  the  superintendent.  He  is 
a  young  man,  but  very  well  booked  in  both 
the  chicken  and  duck  business.  He  has  been 
experimenting  for  some  three  years  on  hatch- 
ing and  raising  on  a  moderate  scale,  and  now 
feels  confident  that  he  is  iu  position  to  go  at  it 
on  a  much  larger  scale  and  keep  it  on  a  paying 
basis.  The  incubator  room  will  be  40  x  52 
feet,  and  will  hold  thirty  machines.  They 
expect  to  start  out  with  this  number,  and  will 
have  ample  brooding  facilities  to  take  care  of 
the  young.  A  large  pond  will  be  in  readiness 
for  the  laying  ducks,  and  the  farm  being 
located  as  it  is,  we  have  every  reason  to  believe 
that  the  proprietor  of  the  place  will  meet  with 
success  from  the  very  start.  In  fact,  with  the 
past  experience  of  this  superintendent,  I  have 
every  reason  to  believe  that  he  will. 

At  Joliet,  Illinois,  is  located  what  is  known 
as  the  "Fair  Acre  Farm,"  Mr.  Geo.  Fish, 
proprietor.  This  is  also  a  duck  farm,  and  has 
been  in  operation  for  something  over  a  year. 
It  is  within  one  mile  of  the  city  hmits,  and, 
like  the  other  two  farms  described  above,  is 
located  on  shady  ground,  making  it  quite 
warm  during  the  cold  season,  and  cool  in 
the  summer.  The  buildings  are  very  sub- 
stantial—are  built  of  stone.  This  is  the  first 
farm  T  have  ever  visited  in  all  my  tra\'els  that 
<lid  not  look  to  me  like  a  duck  or  chicken 
plant.  As  the  long  buildings  were  built  of 
stone  with  a  galvanized  iron  roof,  I  was 
inclined  to  think  it  would  not  be  safe  to  ven- 
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tutv  in;  bowever,  Mr.  Fish  a^simxl  me  that  if 
I  wouKi  i-ome  on  the  iusiile  ho  woiilJ  see  that 
I  iwt  out.  whioh  he  itiil.  These  lnHUliugs  are 
quite  substantially  etvfte»l.  ainl  tire  Ivouiul  to 
bsl  quite  a  lenjrth  of  time.  The  broodiiii: 
house  is  2s  X  2a>  feet,  with  a  capacity  of  six 
thousand  ducks.  The  he.iter  is  locateti  in  the 
center  of  the  buildin::.  and  the  alley  way  is  iu 
the  »-cuter,  with  four  rows  of  bnxHler  pipes, 
lie  uso.s  what  is  known  as  Wilkes"  hot  water 
heater,  and  claims  to  be  able  to  produce  suffi- 
cient heat  in  the  coldest  weather  to  keep  tlie 
brootlers  and  buildiuirs  warm.  The  duck 
laying  house  is  -irt  x  :^2<>  feet,  and  by  the  time 
the  building  are  completetl,  they  will  have  a 
capacity  of  fifteen  hundred  layers.  The  incu- 
bator house,  when  ompleteil,  will  be  20  x  110 
feet.  He  now  has  twenty  machines,  and 
expects  to  add  at  least  twenty  more  the 
comiBiT  season.  All  the  other  buildings,  such 
a-s  l^x>k  house,  pickinir  house,  etc..  are  in  con- 
nection with  the  other  buildini.'s,  making  it 
very  convenient  so  that  ducks  can  be  killed, 
dressed  and  made  ready  for  shipment  without 
any  delay  whatever  in  the  way  of  transferrin:; 
them  frv>m  one  buiUliug  to  the  other.  Mr. 
Fi>h  is  very  much  interested  in  the  duck  busi- 
ness, and  I  have  every  re:LSoa  to  believe  that 
he  will  make  a  succes>  of  hatching  and  raising 
ducks,  and  with  his  two  years  experience  back 
of  him,  hatching  and  raising  them  on  a  moder- 
ate scale  and  making  it  pay,  I  see  no  reason 
why  he  cannot  make  the  same  success  with 
his  present  facilities.  Ilis  buildings  are  very 
substantial,  and  will  be  quite  warm  in  the 
winter  months.  Being  built  of  stone  they 
keep  cool  in  the  summer,  and  do  not  get  as 
eolJ  in  the  winter  as  in  a  common  frame  build- 
ing. I  found  Mr.  Fish  up  to  date :  he  has  not 
made  much  fusi  about  his  plant,  as  it  has  not 
l>een  completed  ;  but  he  state>  he  will  lie  ready 
for  visitors  by  next  season,  as  he  will  then 
have  everything  io  working  order,  and  will  lie 
pleasetl  to  meet  breeilcrs  and  raisers  of  Pekiu 
ducks  in  order  to  learn  aaything  pertaining  to 
the  successful  h."itching  and  raising  of  the 
same.  After  spemling  a  day  very  pleasantly 
on  this  farm,  I  started  again,  and  landed  at 
Earl  Park,  Indiana. 

This  was  my  third  visit  to  this  place.  Mr. 
H.  .T.  Caldwell  is  a  business  man  in  that 
beautiful  town,  ami  is  very  much  interested  in 
both  chickens  and  ducks.  He  has  always 
lieen  employing  someone  to  run  his  place  and 
looking  after  the  same  until  this  season,  when 
he  has  l>een  giving  it  considerable  more 
personal  attention.  His  success  has  been 
remarkable,  and  now  he  is  ready  to  increase 
his  plant,  and  will  build  another  100  feet  to  his 
already  100  foot  brooding  house.  He  will 
erect  a  laying  house  for  ducks,  and  intends 
keeping  his  own  laying  hens.  His  purpose  is 
to  combine  both  ducks  and  broilers,  as  he  will 
batch  bis  broilers  early  in  the  sea.-'on,  and  have 
them  off  to  market  by  the  time  the  young 
ducks  make  their  appearance. 

1  was  somewhat  amused  at  Mr,  Caldwell's 
remark  that  he  had  a  double  barrel  shot  gun 
for  all  experts  that  came  to  his  place  in  the 
future.  As  I  never  claim  to  be  anything  of 
that  sort,  he  admitted  me,  but  after  careful 
inquiry  I  found  there  was  no  danger,  as  the 
gun  was  not  loaded.  Mr.  C.  is  a  great 
admirer  of  chickens  and  ducks ;  likes  to  hatch 
and  raise  them ;  but  when  it  comes  to  serving 
them  on  the  table  he  is  dead  in  love.  This  farm 
is  located  right  in  the  great  com  belt,  and  feed 
of  all  kinds  can  be  had  at  very  reasonable 
figures.  Mr.  C,  himself  is  interested  in  some 
fifteen  thousand  acres  of  land  in  that  section, 
and  thinks  he  has  sufficient  territory  to  give 
hls<  bick3  and  ducks  free  range.  I  rather 
thought  so  myself,  but  thought  it  would  be 
we^i  to  put  a  fence  around  the  entire  plant  so 
they  would  keep  off  his  neighbors'  land.  He 
now  has  several  hundred  incubator  capacity, 
and  will  add  more  in  the  near  future.  I  have 
traveled  over  this  country  considerably,  and 
up  to  date  have  not  seen  a  place  that  I  would 
sooner  locate  than  at  Earl  Park  on  account  of 
its  many  advantages.  Feed  of  all  kinds  can 
be  bought  cheap,  and  it  is  only  about  two 
hoars  ride  from  Chicago. 

After  spending  a  day  there,  I  started  for 
.Sidney,  Ohio.  Here  is  a  new  plant  just  being 
completed  that  almost  completely  took  my 
breath  when  I  saw  it.  It  will  be  knowTi  as 
the  "Mary  L.  Poultry  Plant,"  Mr.  .John 
Loughlin  sole  owner  and  proprietor.  It  is 
nameil  after  his  lovely  and  only  daughter. 
The  incubator  room  and  nursery  department 


is  TO  X  120  feet.  The  broiler  department  is 
14  X  T2(>.  There  are  sixty  pens  iu  this  depart- 
ment, two  hundred  and  forty  windows,  and 
one  hundreil  and  twenty  doors.  Foundation 
of  the  entire  work  is  .til  stone,  remainder  of 
the  building  brick.  There  are  over  four 
hundred  thousand  bricks  in  these  buildings. 
An  80-horse  power  boiler  furnishes  heat  to  the 
entire  plant  during  the  winter  months.  The 
yjirds  to  each  section  of  his  brooder  house 
will  be  14  X  30  feet.  I  do  not  hesitate  to 
pronounce  this  the  lanjest  and  most  complete 
poultry  establishment  in  the  world.  It  is 
built  of  the  very  best  material,  and  not  one 
penny  has  been  saved  in  onler  to  make  every- 
thing first-class, 

I  mentioneil  this  farm  in  one  of  my  former 
articles,  but  did  not  have  an  idea  at  that  time 
th.Ht  it  would  lie  half  as  elabonite  as  it  really 
is.  The  entire  building  is  covered  with  the 
very  best  of  slate  roofing,  and  all  spouted  and 
draineil  so  that  the  water  is  carried  away  to 
the  creek  which  runs  close  by.  I  hardly  feel 
myself  capable  of  describing  this  mammoth 
establishment  iu  full.  It  is  so  gniud  that 
anyone  would  have  to  see  it  in  order  to 
appreciate  just  what  it  really  is.  Wilb  my 
past  experience  of  fourteen  years  in  this 
business,  aud  being  on  the  road  more  or  less 
all  the  time,  I  have  never  yet  seen  anything 
that  would  come  any  way  near  it  in  the  way 
of  a  first-class,  subst:intial  poultry  arrange- 
ment. Mr.  Loughliu  has  long  been  interested 
in  this  business,  and  is  now  br.inching  out  iu 
onler,  if  possible,  to  market  more  chicks  each 
year  than  any  other  plant  iu  the  civilized 
world.  His  present  capacity  is  seventy-three 
thousand  broilers  per  year;  or  in  other  words, 
he  expects  to  be  able  to  market  two  hundred 
chickens  per  day  after  he  gets  in  working 
order.  His  incubator  room  is  now  filled  with 
machines,  and  is  one  of  the  finest  I  have  ever 
.seen.  It  is  40  x  N)  feet.  Floor  is  cemented. 
The  ventilators  are  of  a  new  design,  and 
ventilated  from  four  inches  of  the  cement 
tloor  as  well  as  from  the  top.  The  windows 
are  all  i  .i  hinges,  so  that  they  can  be  opened  a 
little  without  atTecting  the  temperature  of  the 
incubator  room  a  gr»  it  deal.  This  will  be,  of 
course,  owing  to  the  outside  temperature  of 
the  weather.  Mr.  Loughliii  has  secured  the 
services  of  Mr.  Fred  IJurton,  of  Kansas  City, 
who  has  the  entire  charge.  As  he  has  had 
considerable  experience  in  hatching  and 
raising  chicks  for  the  early  market,  I  believe 
him  to  be  the  right  man  in  the  right  place. 

The  poultry  industry  seems  to  be  growing 
in  the  west,  and  up  to  date  many  plants  are 
lieing  constructed  on  a  large  scale,  and  their 
principal  industry  will  be  hatching  early 
chicks  and  ducks  for  the  market. 

In  my  next  communication  1  will  try  to  tell 
you  something  of  the  poultry  exhil)it  at  Mt. 
Gretna  ancl  Williams  Grove;  also,  the  success 
of  the  duck  raisers  on  Long  Island,  as  I  expect 
to  make  an  extended  visit  to  that  section  just 
as  soon  as  time  will  permit. 

Homer  City,  I'a.  A.  F.  Cooper. 


An  Experience  With  Old  Hens. 

Here  is  my  experience  with  old  hens. 
About  May  1st  I  selected  from  the  flock  seven 
old  broken  down  White  Plymouth  Rock  hens. 
Some  were  .so  badly  dilapidated  that  they  could 
hardly  walk.  I  shut  them  in  a  run  10  x  12  feet 
at  back  of  garden,  where  quiet,  rest  and  plenty 
of  feed  would  tit  tbem  for  the  poultry  mer- 
chant in  a  few  days. 

Their  house  was  2i  x  3  feet,  with  half  the 
roof  hinged  at  the  peak  to  put  in  and  take  out 
the  nest  box  morning  and  night.  I  kept  two 
inches  of  dry  earth  on  the  bottom,  and 
cleaned  it  out  every  morning.  I  had  no  roosts. 
The  bens  began  laying  May  10th,  and  averaged 
twenty-seven  eggs  per  week  up  to  July  26th, 
and  are  now  in  better  condition  for  poultry, 
and  will  sell  for  same  price  as  then.  I 
re<-eived  224  dozen  eggs,  which  amounted  to 
S4.9.');  the  feed  cost  §2.30— leaving  a  profit  of 
S2.«.5.  A.  K.T. 

Brockton,  Mass. 

The  practical  dairyman  so  arranges  the 
management  and  l>reediug  of  his  cows  that  he 
may  have  a  certain  percent  of  milk  and  cream 
the  year  around.  The  wise  poultryman  like- 
wise works  for  a  steady  production  of  eggs 
and  meat.  The  secret  of  success  lies  in  hav- 
ing sometbinic  for  sale  each  week  of  the  year, 
eat/ring  more  extensively  to  the  demands  of 
the  season. 


Klllebrown  on  Judging. 

A  Uniform  Rule  Needed  to  Govern  the  Wln- 
nerg  at  the  Different  Sliows— Placing  Val- 
ues I'pon  Tliose  Coming;  AVitbin  an  .\ce 
uf  AVinuing. 

Written  for  Karm-Poultry. 

From  the  gratifying  reports  which  are  now 
coming  to  me  from  diflcrent  parts  of  the 
country.  I  am  glad  to  know  that  there  is  a 
determined  effort  on  the  part  of  fanciers  to 
have  .some  uniform  rule  to  govern  the  winners 
at  the  diflerent  shows. 

I  am  also  glad  that  apian  has  been  presented 
and  adopted  for  placing  some  token  upon  the 
coop  of  a  thousand  and  one  birds  who  are 
lacking  but  one  point  of  being  as  good  as  the 
winner. 

For  years  I  have  been  heartily  in  favor  of 
some  plan  that  would  unite  the  vast  army  of 
poultry  societies  in  this  country  upon  some 
comiuon  basis  or  agreement,  fixing  and  estalv 
lishing  some  law  that  would  be  fundamental 
to  the  success  of  the  poultry  industry  in  years 
to  come. 

There  is  to-day,  in  every  locality,  some  one 
peculiarity  that  has  in  the  past  seemed  to 
debar  the  settling  upon  some  one  unit  for  all 
to  go  by.  Oftentimes  this  feeling  has  been 
engendered  by  the  petty  jealousies  or  personal 
imbitterment  of  some  member  of  a  society 
either  towards  some  expected  exhibitor  or 
else  towards  some  one  who  may  have  pro- 
posed a  remedy  for  existing  evils. 

ji.  plan  has  been  conceived  which  I  will 
refer  to  in  detail  later  on  in  this  article, 
whereby  a  unit  of  action  may  be  adopted  by 
poultry  societies,  and  to  the  fraters  of  fancy 
or  thoroughbred  poultry  do  a  world  of  good 
both  financially  and  otherwise. 

The  greatest  trouble  has  been  that  societies 
have  all  had  a  way  of  their  own,  and  the 
result  has  been  a  vast  number  of  birds  in  every 
class  !(or  their  owners,  at  !east),  have  not 
obtiiined  that  financial  benefit  from  the  exhi- 
bition that  their  real  worth  demanded,  and 
made  so  from  the  fact  of  a  unit  of  action  or 
custom  universally  existing  —  to  wit :  that  no 
exhibition  value  is  placed  upon  any  bird  that 
is  not  a  winner.  Xow,to  overcome  this  has 
been  a  desire  of  very  many  fanciers— and  how 
to  do  it  is  a  great  question  among  societies. 

Various  ways  have  been  tried.  While  some 
were  a  success  to  that  extent  of  the  field  cov- 
ered by  its  exhibitors,  the  universal  benefit 
was  not  felt,  inasmuch  as  the  great  horde  of 
fanciers  at  large  did  not  appreciate  the  value 
of  the  experiment,  and  did  not  take  further 
notice  of  it. 

Xow,  then,  from  three  separate  standpoints, 
T  shall  advocate  separate  and  distinct  argu- 
ments why  all  societies  should  act  in  unison 
to  adopt  some  method  of  placing  value  upon  a 
very  large  percent  of  birds  now  exhibited, 
and  which  are  full  well  worthy  of  an  exhibi- 
tion value  not  now  accorded  them. 

First — from  the  standpoint  of  an  exhibitor, 
I  claim  that  if  any  bird  scores  within  one  point 
of  a  winner,  in  any  class,  it  is  well  worth,  at 
least,  one-half  as  much  as  the  winner;  and 
if  some  token  to  the  public  is  hung  npon  such 
coop,  denoting  such  value,  then  an  exhibition 
value  is  assured  to  the  bird,  and  my  pecuniary 
gain  is  In  proportion  to  that  of  the  more  suc- 
tessftd. 

.Second — from  the  standpoint  of  the  socie- 
ties, I  do  not  think  a  set  of  boys  exists  in  the 
land  who  are  not  willing  and  desirous  of  their 
exhibitors  getting  all  the  reward  possible 
from  the  exhibition.  If,  by  a  concerted 
action,  a  value  could  be  placed  upon  as  many 
birds  outside  of  the  winners,  they  would  jump 
at  the  chance.  .Societies  of  today  are  strug- 
gling to  bring  out  all  the  birds  they  can — and 
any  legitimate  method  that  will  assist  them  is 
of  benefit  all  round. 

Third  —  fror.i  a  judge's  standpoint,  every 
man  acting  in  this  capacity,  knows  full  well 
that  specialists  exist  in  every  show,  of  every 
variety,  and  if  by  act  of  his  he  does  not  exert 
the  very  best  of  his  judgment,  he  will  not  only 
get  caught,  but  would  put  an  inflated  value 
upon  an  inferior  article,  hurting  himself,  doing 
an  injustice  to  the  owner — and  the  would-be 
purchaser  would  be  swindled. 

Xow,  then,  to  arrive  at  some  plan  which  can 
with  concerted  action  become  a  law  extending 
from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  from  the  gulf 
to  the  lakes,  and  which,  with  every  society's 
adoption  woidd  do  more  good  than  anything 
yet  tried. 


I  would  like  to  see  every  society  make  a 
law  —  (a  universal  law)  —  that  every  fowl 
must  score  90  points  to  win  first  prize.  To 
win  second  prize  must  score  8S.  Every  chick 
must  score  02  points  to  win  first  prize ;  and  to 
win  second  must  score  90. 

Now  comes  the  part  that  would  put  value 
upon  a  vast  number  which  now  get  nothing : 

To  every  fowl  or  chick  scoring  within  one 
point  of  the  first  prize  winner,  and  which  does 
not  win  either  a  second,  third,  fourth  or  fifth, 
give  a  card  of  merit — and  then  in  computing 
exhibition  and  collection  prizes,  let  a  first 
prize  count  four,  a  second  prize  count  three, 
a  third  prize  count  two,  a  merit  card  count 
one. 

Upon  this  plan  I  claim  that  a  bird  with  a 
merit  card  would  quickly  be  worth  five 
dollars,  from  the  simple  fact  that  if  all  soci- 
eties adopted  the  plan,  a  fancier  in  the  east 
would  know  at  once  how  good  birds  were  in 
the  west,  and  vice  versa. 

A  advertises  that  he  exhibited  eight  birds, 
and  won  one  1st,  two  2ds,  and  three  merit 
cards.  The  reader  then  knows  his  exhibit,  as 
a  whole,  was  good,  and  that  three  of  his  birds 
out  of  a  total  of  eight,  scored  within  one  point 
of  the  first  prize  bird.  Instead  of  his  adver- 
tising, as  in  the  past,  only  three  birds,  he  has 
six,  and  the  last  three  are  at  least  worth  one- 
half  as  much  as  the  first  three.  Therefore  the 
exhibition  value  of  his  total  exhibit  is  enhanced 
in  proportion  to  the  value  of  his  winners. 

Jsow  we  understand  how  hard  it  is  to  gain 
universal  action  in  these  matters.  We  expect 
some  opposition ;  yet,  even  if  the  above  idea 
was  conceived  in  the  decimal  score  card  camp, 
and  they  have  prepared  merit  cards  for  the 
shows  held  under  that  card,  we  leave  it  to  any 
fair  unbiased  fancier  if  the  plan  is  not  a  plaus- 
ible one —  if  it  is,  or  if  it  will  not  be,  one  of 
benefit  to  exhibitors.  It  will  not  put  any  more 
hardship  upon  the  societies,  or  the  poorjudge; 
none  anywhere  —  excepting  the  poor  secretary 
—  and  they  as  a  rule  like  to  have  something  to 
do.    I  know  how  it  is  myself. 

Ayer,  Mass.  A.  A.  Fillkbrowx. 


Gov.  Morton's  White  Rocks, 

The  history  of  Gov.  Morton's  White 
Plymouth  liock  broilers,  as  given  in  August 
1st  issue  of  Farm-Poi  ltby,  gives  that  breed 
a  very  bad  reputation ;  but  when  all  the  facts 
are  brought  out,  it  will  look  quite  different. 
As  a  breeder  of  White  Rocks  for  twelve 
years,  I  know  they  are  strong  and  quick 
growing,  and  can  be  successfully  raised  in 
brooders.  Perhaps  they  have  not  quite  as 
much  rugged  vigor  as  a  barnyard  fowl  — but 
it  is  very  easily  proved  that  the  Jerseys  are 
not  near  as  hardy  as  mtive  cows;  yet  are 
much  more  desirable. 

The  facts  as  given  in  the  August  1st  issue 
are,  as  stated,  quite  unfair  to  the  breed  and 
breeders.   Let  me  give  you  a  few  more  facts. 

The  Morton  people  wrote  to  me  when  ready 
to  purchase  the  White  Rocks  spoken  of.  I 
offered  them  twenty  hens,  but  they  wanted 
one  hundred  pullets  —  and  a  breeder  who  I 
know  very  well,  received  the  order.  He  had 
priced  them  one  hundred  White  Rock 
pullets  atiflOO  to  $250  or  §300  — I  have 
forgotten  the  highest  price.  The  Morton 
people  sent  on  one  hundred  dollars  for  one 
hundred  White  Rock  pullet*.  There  was 
nothing  said  about  age  or  quality  of  this  lot, 
and  the  order  was  filled  with  late  hatched 
birds,  part  of  them  but  half-grown,  and,  of 
course,  a  good  per  cent  were  culled  from 
earlier  broods.  Could  you  expect  anything 
but  failure,  buying  the  very  cheapest  stock 
for  early  eggs? 

When  I  heard  of  the  kind  that  was  ordered, 
I  was  very  much  surprised,  for  I  thought 
surely  i:  was  not  Mr.  Seely's  selection.  It  was 
not  necessary  that  the  birds  should  be  fancy 
—  but  surely  no  experienced  poultryman 
like  Mr.  .Seely  would  expect  the  chicks  to  live 
from  the  late  hatched  birds,  and  the  culls  from 
earlier  broods. 

The  prices  given  told  clearly  what  might  be 
expected  by  a  man  like  Mr.  Seely. 

This  I  know :  I  bought  eggs  from  White 
Rocks  that  had  been  shown  largely  last 
winter,  and  every  chick  grew  fine,  and 
nearly  every  chick  I  hatched  from  uiy  White 
Rocks  grew  right  along,  as  they  will  when 
common  sense  is  applied  to  the  selection  and 
care  of  the  breeding  stock. 

Pott.stown,  Pa.  W.  W.  Ktn.r. 
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This  Is  Practical  Poultry. 

By  Mr.  Huntek. 

Mauy  of  our  readers  will  remember  a  modest 
"  ad."  which  appeared  in  F.-P.  last  spring, 
oifering  eggs  for  hatching  from  brown  egg 
Barred  P.  Kocks  and  "White  Wyandottes, 
and  basing  its  bid  for  public  favor  upon  the 
fact  that  the  advertiser  had  shipped  over  five 
thousand  dozen  eggs  to  one  house  in  Boston 
during  the  year  previous,  and  for  those  eggs 
had  received  five  cents  a  dozen  above  the  going 
market  price.  There  was  no  statement  that 
the  birds  were  "prize  winners  wherever 
shown ;  "  nor  was  there  any  claim  that  every 
bird  in  the  breeding  pens  scored  ninety  points 
or  better,  and  a  score  card  would  be  sent  with 
every  egg  shipped.  The  sole  claim  put  for- 
ward was  that  sterling  record  of  over  five 
thousand  dozen  eggs  a  year  and  the  five  cents 
a  dozen  above  the  market  price.  "  Truly," 
we  exclaimed,  "  that  is  practical  poultry,  if 
anything  is,"  and  we  hung  up  a  mental  mem- 
orandum of  a  visit  to  be  made  to  that  poultry 
farm  at  the  first  opportunity.  A  couple  of 
days  in  mid-August  were  set  aside  for  that 
purpose — and  Monday  evening,  August  17th, 
we  sailed  out  of  Boston  harbor  on  one  of  the 
staunch  steamers  of  the  Portland  line.  The 
poultryman  we  had  set.  out  to  visit,  is  Mr. 
Ealph  S.  Jforton  of  Falmouth  Foreside,  Maine. 

We  had  but  just  finished  breakfast  the  next 
morning  and  settled  ourselves  for  another 
chapter  in  Mr.  Torrey's  delightful  "  Spring 
Notes  from  Tennessee,"  when  3Ir.  Korton 
came  on  board  the  steamer  to  meet  us,  and 
hurried  us  away  to  the  steamer  for  Falmouth 
Foreside.  The  town  of  Falmouth  fronts 
("ends,"  rather),  on  Casco  bay,  about  five 
miles  east  of  Portland,  and  the  bay  front  is 
called  Falmouth  Foreside.  Mr.  Norton  is 
engaged  in  the  insurance  business  in  Portland, 
is  treasurer  of  the  town  of  Falmouth,  also 
treasurer  of  the  Freeport  and  Falmouth  Fore- 
side  steamboat  company,  besides  being  a 
farmer  and  poultryman;  and  as  he  attends 
personally  to  the  correspondence,  packing  and 
shipping,  etc.,  of  his  poultry  business,  he  can 
safely  be  considered  a  busy  man. 

Just  here  it  occurs  to  us  that  we  ought  to 
call  this  story  "  a  clam-bake  and  a  sail,"  so 
prominently  do  those  two  great  treats  stand 
out  in  the  recollection  of  those  two  days.  Mr. 
Norton  is  the  youngest  of  a  large  family,  and 
it  is  their  practice  to  have  an  annual  clam 
bake  on  the  shore  of  the  bay,  the  "farm  "  run- 
ning down  to  tide  water.  This  clam  bake  was 
planned  for  the  first  day  of  our  visit;  and 
when  we  reached  the  shore  we  found  the 
stone  heap  covered  with  briskly  burning  hard 
wood,  while  close  at  hand  were  the  destined 
victims.  As  this  was  our  flrstexperieuce,  we 
watched  the  proceedings  with  interest.  A 
pile  of  stones,  level,  like  a  hearth  on  top,  is 
prepared,  and  a  brisk  fire  kept  burning  on  it 
for  an  hour  or  more,  till  the  stones  are  thor- 
oughly hot.  When  the  stones  are  ready  the 
coals  were  raked  olT,  about  a  bushel  of  freshly 
dug  clams  poured  upon  the  hot  stones,  about 
three  dozen  small  live  lobsters,  three  or  four 
dozen  ears  of  sweet  corn,  and  a  peck  or  there- 
abouts of  sweet  potatoes  was  added  to  the 
pile,  which  was  covered  with  an  old  sail,  then 
buried  in  fresh  seaweed  and  left  to  bake  and 
steam  in  the  abundant  heat.  A  couple  of  old 
boat  house  doors  were,  improvised  into  the 
semblance  of  a  table,  under  the  lee  of  a  friendly 
oak;  a  generous  dish  of  melted  butter,  pepper, 
salt  and  vinegar,  pilot  bread,  etc.,  were 
unpacked  from  a  basket  brought  down  from 
the  house ;  not  forgetting  a  pot  of  coffee  and 
sundry  bottles  of  ginger  ale,  (JIaine  is  a  prohi- 
bition state),  a  couple  of  watermelons,  and 
the  "bake"  was  pronounced  ready.  The  party 
numbered  about  fifteen,  four  or  five  Nortons 
with  their  wives  and  children,  and  two  guests. 
As  the  introductions  and  greetings  had  been 
gotten  out  of  the  way  as  the  groups  sauntered 
up,  we  were  all  ready  to  fall  to.  Much  mer- 
riment was  caused  by  Miss  B.'s  exclamation 
at  the  supply  of  lobsters.  "Only  three  dozen," 
she  cried,  "  Why,  I  want  one  dozen  myself ! " 
She  was  comforted  with  the  assurance  that  she 
should  have  that  number,  as  some  of  the  party 
would  prefer  all  clams,  and  contributions  were 
called  for.  The  writer  took  it  upon  himself 
to  see  that  the  young  lady  was  provided  with 
lobsters,  and  can  positively  vouch  to  passing 
her  seven,  one  after  another;  no  sooner  did 
one  disappear  from  before  her  plate  than 
another  was  put  there,  and  only  one  was  left 


there  uneaten  when  she  arose  from  the  bench 
(the  ladies  had  seats),  at  the  end  of  the  hour 
or  more  during  which  the  engagement  lasted. 

And  the  clam  bake!  Was  ever  food  more 
delicious?  Was  there  ever  a  time,  party  and 
surroundings  more  felicitous?  We  have  some- 
where seen  it  stated  that  a  clam  bake  was 
always  "considered"  enjoyable  because  the 
promoters  shrewdly  delayed  serving  it  a 
couple  of  hours  or  so,  until  everyone  was  so 
frantically  hungry  they  would  eat  anything, 
and  think  it  good.  We  wish  here  and 
now  to  "hurl  back"  (isn't  that  the  proper 
term?)  that  vile  slander,  and  record  it 
as  our  deliberate  opinion,  that  a  clam  bake 
under  such  pleasant  conditions  is  one  of  the 
most  enjoyable  of  feasts.  So  much  did  we  enjoy 
it  we  hastened  to  bespeak  a  standing  invita- 
tion to  the  annual  "Norton  clam  bake,"  and — 
"  we'll  go  again ! " 

And  the  sail  up  the  bay  on  Wednesday  I 
What  could  be  more  enjoyable?  A  perfect  day, 
a  congenial  party,  the  good  steamer  "Made- 
line," with  Captain  Seabury  at  the  helm,  and 
the  loveliest  scenery  in  the  world.  Casco  bay 
is  about  twenty-five  miles  long  by  twelve  to 
fifteen  broad,  and  completely  studded  with 
islands.  Indeed,  it  is  said  there  are  "  three 
hundred  and  sixty-five  islands  in  it,  one  for 
every  day  in  the  year,"  but  they  probably 
counted  some  ledges  that  are  submerged  at 
high  tide  in  making  up  that  number.  The 
islands  range  in  size  from  several  hundred 
acres  each,  such  as  Great  Chebeague,  Orr's 
Island,  Long  and  Peak's  Islands,  down  to  the 
lonely  rocks,  just  rising  from  the  water,  about 
which  many  seals  were  sporting ;  all  of  the 
islands  proper,  as  well  as  the  headlands  mak- 
ing into  the  bay,  having  lovely  wooded  shores, 
ideal  spots  for  summer  cottages,  and  these  are 
present  in  great  and  rapidly  growing  numbers. 
It  did  not  surprise  us  to  be  told  that  many 
western  people  are  learning  of  the  perennial 
beauty  of  Casco  bay,  and  are  building  cottages 
there  for  summer  homes.  A  plain  but  com- 
fortable cottage  can  be  built  and  furnished  for 
a  few  hundred  dollars,  and  money  can  actually 
be  saved  by  going  ofl"  to  such  a  place  and  living 
two  or  three  months  in  the  free,  simple,  camp- 
like  manner  in  vogue  there.  The  sea  breezes 
and  salt  water  boating  and  bathing  give  health 
and  strength,  and  the  delights  of  "cunner" 
fishing,  lobstering,  crabbing,  etc.,  give  rest 
and  refreshment  to  tired  nerves.  No  wonder 
the  islands  of  Casco  bay  are  becoming  dotted 
with  summer  cottages. 

The  steamer  "  Madeline  "  left  Portland  at 
nine  o'clock  in  the  morning,  touched  at  Mack- 
vi'orth's  Island,  Waite's  Landing,  Modoca- 
wanda  Landing,  Town  Landing,  (Falmouth), 
Prince's  Point,  Cousins'  Island,  Littlejohn's 
Island,  Wolf  Neck,  Freeport,  South  Freeport, 
Harmon's  Landing,  Bustin's  Island,  Mere 
Point,  Harpswell  Center,  and  "Sunset  Pier," 
Chebeague  Island — reaching  Portland  again  at 
two  o'clock,  P.  M., — five  hours  of  the  most 
delightful  sail,  in  and  out  among  the  islands 
and  headlands  like  a  weaver's  shuttle,  with  a 
constantly  changing  panorama  of  the  most 
charming  scenery.  It  did  not  seem  possible 
that  anything  could  enhance  our  pleasure  on 
that  day ;  but  the  crovvning  cup  was  the  enjoy- 
ment of  an  hour's  "  trick  at  the  wheel"  during 
the  long  run  up  from  Great  Chebeague  to 
Portland.  It  revived  so  many  memories  of 
"life  on  the  ocean  wave,"  when  we  were  in 
the  navy,  thirty  odd  years  ago.  We  tender 
our  hearty  thanks  to  Capt.  Seabury  for  this 
unexpected  and  keenly  enjoyed  treat. 

And  the  poultry  1  We  haven't  forgotten  that. 
We  talked  poultry  and  poultrymen  almost  all 
the  time.  Mr.  Norton  brought  out  his  books 
and  letters  for  us  to  examine,  showed  us 
through  the  poultry  buildings,  and  about  the 
farm,  and  here  is  the  story : 

Mr.  Norton's  aged  mother  was  a  quiet  suc- 
cessful poultry  raiser,  always  kept  about 
seventy-five  head  of  fowls,  and  had  the  repu- 
tation of  getting  eggs  in  winter  when  no  one 
else  did.  Mr.  Ralph  had  kept  poultry,  espe- 
cially ducks,  as  a  boy,  and  had  raised  one  year 
a  pair  of  ducks  that  weighed  fourteen  pounds, 
dressed.  Wishing  to  keep  up  the  old  home 
after  his  mother's  death,  he  bought  out  the 
other  heirs,  and  began  extending  the  poultry 
plant  and  fruit  garden.  He  has  kept  an 
average  of  about  three  hundred  head  for  the 
past  three  years,  and  had  about  five  hundred 
chickens  at  the  time  of  our  visit.  The  bulk  of 
his  fowls  are  Barred  Plymouth  Bocks ;  but  he 
is  now  working  into  White  Wyandottes ;  will 


probably  keep  about  half  of  each  this  winter. 

We  copied  from  his  books,  with  his  permis- 
sion, the  monthly  totals  of  his  egg  account  for 
1894,  '5,  and  '6 —  (to  August  1st)  : 

1894.                  1895.  ^  1S9G. 

January,         3,026            3,338  3,838 

February,        3,390            4,110  4,710 

March,            4,950            5,640  5,650 

April,             4,164            5,093  5,289 

May,               3,326            4,497  4,620 

June,             2,972           3,734  3,813 

July,  2,355  3,073  3,848 
August,  2,078  2,649 
September,  1,493  2,222 
October,  342  815 
November,  296  2,490 
December,       1,334  2,890 


Totals,  29,726 


39,551 


24.183 


29,485 


31,768 


Totals  8  mos. 
to  Aug.  1st. 

These  figures  are  extremely  interesting  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  they  illustrate  in  the  best 
possible  way  the  advantages  of  applying 
Fakm-PouIvTRY  teachings  to  keeping  poultry. 

In  each  of  the  past  three  years  j\Ir.  Norton 
has  kept  about  three  hundred  birds,  varying 
but  a  trifle  (if  at  all)  from  that  number.  In 
1894  he  was  studying  Farm-Poultry,  and 
began  putting  its  teachings  in  practice  in  that 
he  built  another  building,  about  fifty  feet  long 
(four  pens)  and  spread  the  birds  out  more, 
keeping  the  same  number  of  birds,  and  the 
total  egg  yield  increased  almost  exactly  a  third, 
from  29,726  to  39,.551.  Surely  there  is  profit 
there.  Note  the  increase  in  the  months  of 
October,  November  and  December :  — 1894  gave 
1,972  eggs,  and  1895  gave  6,195,  in  those  three 
months — all  due  to  "early  hatched  pullets 
kept  growing  so  they  will  lay  early."  We 
could  hardly  ask  better  proof  of  the  profitable- 
ness of  that  well  worn  maxim.  Over  forty- 
two  hundred  eggs  increase  in  the  three  months 
of  scarce  eggs  and  high  prices,  is  eloquent  of 
profit.  Note,  too,  how  the  increase  continues 
through  January  and  February,  '96.  Follow- 
ing up  F.-P.. teaching,  Jlr.  Norton  in  '95,  built 
another  new  house,  this  time  on  the  scratching 
shed  plan,  (after  plans  in  May  1st,  "95,  F.-P.), 
and  spread  his  birds  out  still  more.  One  hun- 
dred weie  housed  in  the  new  house  of  four 
pens  and  sheds,  and  Mr.  N.  said  "they just 
shelled  out  the  eggs.  We  got  seventy  and 
seventy-five  eggs  a  day  in  that  house  when  the 
hens  in  the  other  houses  were  laying  forty  to 
fifty  per  cent." 

That  egg  record  is  very  instructive.  For 
convenience,  we  have  footed  the  first  eight 
months  of  '94  and  '95  in  order  to  compare  the 
three  years  so  far  as  the  record  is  made  up. 
How  eloquent  that  increase  of  7,585  between 
the  first  eight  months  of  '94  and  the  same 
period  of  '96. 

Mr.  Norton  believes  in  breeding  from  tested 
layers,  and  is  confident  he  can  increase  the  egg 
yield  by  so  doing.  He  pointed  out  one  P. 
Eock  hen  that  had  laid  well  up  to  two  hundred 
eggs  in  the  year,  and  hadn't  once  wanted  to 
sit.  She  began  laying  last  November,  laid  a 
peculiarly  rich  dark  colored  egg,  of  a  sym- 
metrical, nearly  round  shape;  there  were  many 
weeks  when  she  laid  six  eggs,  and  some  weeks 
every  day.  He  set  seventy-six  of  her  eggs  and 
has  a  fine  lot  of  chicks  from  them,  every  egg 
of  hers  but  one  proving  fertile.  Mr.  Norton 
believes  that  feeding  cut  bone  at  all  liberally 
makes  the  skin  of  the  egg  tough  so  the  chicks 
cannot  escape ;  at  least  it  had  that  effect  with 
him  this  spring.  This  he  corrected  by  feeding 
crabs,  boiled  and  chopped  up  fine,  and  as  soon 
as  that  food  was  adopted  the  chicks  hatched 
all  right.  He  is  a  firm  believer  in  the  value  of 
crabs  as  a  food  for  both  fowls  and  chicks,  and 
feeds  about  a  bushel  a  day  of  that  shell-fish. 
He  finds  sea  weed  very  valuable,  also,  and 
uses  a  great  deal  of  it  for  scratching  material 
in  the  scratching  pens  in  winter,  and  to  throw 
into  the  yards  in  summer.  There  are  many 
insects,  small  snails,  etc.,  in  it,  which  the  fowls 
greatly  enjoy,  and  the  sea  weed  disappears 
entirely  after  a  few  days. 

Mr.  Norton's  poultry  buildings  are  in  an 
extremely  good  location.  The  farm  is  long  and 
narrow,  fronting  on  the  Foreside  main  street, 
and  sloping  down  to  the  water  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  away.  About  half-way  down  a  ledge 
crops  out,  and  the  poultry  buildings  are  below, 
under  the  shelter  of  that  ledge.  There  is  a 
remarkable  feature  in  the  land  there  on  the 
Foreside.  That  ledge  extends  across  the  face 
of  it  for  a  long  distance.   Above  the  ledge 


(west  of  it),  the  land  is  strong,  heavy,  stands 
a  drought  well,  indicatiug  that  the  ledge 
serves  as  a  dam  to  hold  the  water  back  as  in  a 
basin;  below  the  ledge  the  soil  is  dry,  sandy 
and  falls  off  more  sharply  toward  the  bay. 
At  two  or  three  places  along  the  Foreside 
there  are  gaps  or  depressions  in  the  ledge; 
and  at  these  gaps  small  brooks  flow  out.  Mr. 
Norton  has  one  of  these  little  brooks,  just  west 
of  his  poultry  buildings,  and  by  putting  in  a 
small  dam  just  above  the  ledge,  he  is  able  to 
pipe  spring  water  down  to  his  poultry  build- 
ings at  very  small  expense.  It  is  Mr.  Norton's 
purpose  to  increase  his  plant,  year  by  year, 
and  the  .location  for  another  building  one 
hundred  and  eight  feet  long,  (six  pens  and 
scratching  sheds),  was  selected  during  our 
visit;  he  plans  to  have  increased  to  about  one 
thousand  head  in  a  few  years. 

Not  a  few  readers  of  Farm-Poultry  have 
claimed  that  they  couldn't  get  Boston  prices — 
they  were  too  far  away.  We  can  cite  Mr. 
Norton  on  that  point,  also.  He  ships  his  eggs 
to  Boston,  at  a  cost  of  a  cent  a  dozen,  and 
receives  five  cents  a  dozen  above  the  market 
price.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  he  does  not  pay 
the  express,  that  being  paid  by  the  firm  that 
sells  his  eggs;  so  that  his  being  a  hundred 
miles  or  more  from  Boston  is  no  drawback 
whatever;  nor  is  two  hundred  nor  three  hun- 
dred miles,  for  that  matter,  if  one  produces 
what  the  Boston  market  wants.  Mr.  N.  ships 
only  clean  eggs ;  if  any  are  soiled  they  are 
washed.  He  ships  only  perfect  shelled  and 
good  shaped  eggs,  rejecting  extremely  long  or 
ill  shaped  ones.  He  stamps  them  with  a 
rubber  stamp,  "From  Norton's  Poultry 
Yards,"  and  the  firm  that  sells  them  puts 
them  up  in  neat  pasteboard  boxes  holding  one 
dozen  each,  and  on  the  cover  is  printed,  in 
appropriate  display  type,  "Norton's  Eggs. 
We  receive  these  eggs  direct  from  Norton's 
Poultry  Yards.  They  are  strictly  fresh,  not 
more  than  three  or  four  days  old,"  with  the 
firm's  name  ^nd  address. 

Mr.  Norton's  farm  is  small,  only  about 
seven  or  eight  acres.  He  has  some  fruit  on  it, 
say  half  an  acre  in  strawberries,  raspberries, 
blackberries,  currants,  etc.,  with  a  few  apple 
and  plum  trees,  and  his  gross  sales  of  eggs, 
poultry  and  fruit,  for  the  year  1895,  were 
$1,968.85,  although  about  $200  worth  of  the 
eggs  included  in  that  sum  were  bought  of  two 
of  his  neighbors,  as  he  didn't  have  quite 
enough  of  his  own.  All  the  work  of  such  a 
snug  little  farm  as  that  could  be  done  by  a 
man  and  boy;  in  fact,  nine  months  of  the 
year  a  man  could  do  it  alone.  Wouldn't  there 
be  "a  living"  for  the  average  American  family 
in  such  an  income  as  that?  A  cow  and  a 
garden  goes  with  it,  of  course,  with  all  the 
sweet  Imilk  and  fresh  vegetables  that  those 
imply  —  and  yet  men  and  women  choose  to 
herd  in  "  tenements"  and  live  in  noisy,  vile- 
smelling  cities ! 


Faithful  Old  Gander. 

On  the  road  leading  from  Natick  to  Saxon- 
ville,  Mass.,  resides  an  old  lady  and  a  faithful 
African  gander.  The  latter  will  lie  in  front 
of  the  house,  perfectly  satisfied,  so  long  as  the 
old  lady  is  indoors  doing  herw-ork;  but  the 
moment  she  appears  ready  for  a  visit  to  the 
neighbors,  or  a  short  walk,  the  bird  will  greet 
her  with  a  peculiar  call,  and  accompany  her. 
He  keeps  close  by  his  old  mistress,  who  carries 
a  stick  to  beat  oft"  any  dogs  that  might  attack 
her  or  her  faithful  friend.  When  she  stops 
along  the  road  to  talk  to  a  passer-by,  the 
gander  stops,  too,  and  looks  into  the  face  of 
the  stranger  all  the  while  he  is  talking,  just  as 
though  it  understood  every  word  that  was 
spoken.  Its  whole  life  seems  to  be  wrapped 
up  in  the  affections  of  the  old  lady,  and  they 
are  indeed  faithful  companions. 

This  fact  rather  kills  the  theory  that  a  goose 
left  alone  will  pine  away  for  its  mate.  Of 
course,  it  is  possible  to  raise  a  goose  alone  that 
will  not  pine  for  a  mate,  since  it  never  had 
one;  yet  one  would  naturally  suppose  that  a 
bird  all  alone  would  wander  to  neighboring 
farms  where  its  kind  are  kept.  The  case  is 
really  a  remarkable  one,  and  must  be  seen  to 
be  appreciated.  M.  K.  B. 


Quick  Maturity. 

Mr.  Editor :  —  I  sold  a  customer  a  sitting  of 
Black  Minorca  eggs  March  3d,  and  on  August 
1st  he  reported  that  the  pullets  were  laying. 
I  call  that  quick  work. 

Palmyra,  N.  Y.  Fred  F.  Kblley. 
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A  I">uy  at  Lowell. 

An  lnt»Testins  Trip  to  F.  A.  V.  Coburn  ami 
t»ih«T  Fanciers-  The  Famous  Hoo«i  Farm. 

By  Mk.  Bovek. 

■•  Are  you  looking  for  .-uiyone?"  a*keil  a 
youu^  uiau  of  us  as  we  steppevl  from  the  train 
at  Lowell,  Mass.  Givinir  our  name,  and 
explaining  that  we  were  looking  for  a  man  by 
the  name  ot  Cobum.  there  was  at  om-e  a 
hearty  hauJsbake. 

The  si>eaker  was  none  other  than  Mr. 
t'obum  himself. 

■•  Come  this  way,"  he  said,  as  he  took  us  to 
the  other  side  of  the  station,  where  his  team 
wjis  in  waiting. 

The  fir>t  stop  we  made  after  driving  through 
one  sev-tion  of  the  city,  was  at  the  plaut  of  K. 
S.  Howe,  known  as  the  Willow  Farm  Poultry 
Yanls.  Mr.  Howe  was  not  at  home,  but  we 
afterwanls  met  him  on  the  road. 

This  farm  has  a  capacity  for  seven  hundred 
breeiiing  fowls,  among  which  we  found 
Barred  and  White  Plymouth  Kock>.  White 
Wyandottes,  White  Crested  Black  Polish. 
Black  and  Brown  Leghorns,  and  Pekiu  ducks. 
There  were  some  very  good  specimens  in  the 
lot. 

The  brooding  house  contained  thirteen  large 
pens,  and  was  partly  oi'cupied  by  chicks  that 
were  nearing  the  broiler  weight.  Mr.  Howe 
uses  both  hens  and  incubators  in  hatching. 
Of  the  latter  he  has  the  Monarch  and  Challenge. 
In  the  yanls  not  occupied  during  the  summer, 
cabbage  and  other  vegetables  are  planted  ;  and 
on  that  section  of  the  farm  not  used  by  the 
poultry,  fruit  and  vegetables  of  all  kinds  are 
grown  —  many  acres  being  devoted  to  these 
products. 

After  we  again  got  into  the  wagon  our  host 
suggested  that  we  take  in  the  famous  farm  of 
C.  I.  Hood,  the  well  known  manufacturer  of 
Hood's  sarsaparilla. 

Right  through  the  main  street  we  drove. 
do<lging  electrics,  bicycles,  slow  teams,  and 
careless  pedestrians,  and  when  we  turned  up 
another  street  our  host  entertained  us  with 
such  sights  as  these : 

'•  There  was  the  home  of  the  famous  Ben 
Butler  —  now  occupied  by  his  son." 

••  Over  there,  through  that  grove,  was  the 
home  of  the  late  Gov.  Greenhalge." 

••  In  this  bouse  on  our  left  lives  one  of  the 
Aver  family,  of  sarsaparilla  fame." 

"  Above  there  in  one  of  those  bouses  lives 
Mr.  E.  W.  Hoyt,  manufacturer  of  Hoyt's  Ger- 
man cologne ;  and  in  the  house  next  to  biro 
resides  his  partner." 

•'  Do  you  see  those  ruins  over  there  on  that 
hill?  That  until  lately  was  a  castle  home  of  a 
very  rich  man  (the  name  has  escaped  us)  ami 
one  night  it  caught  tire,  supposed  to  be  due  to 
the  electric  wires  that  run  in  the  house,  and 
all  that  was  left  is  what  you  see  now.  The 
family  were  away  at  the  time.  Nothing  was 
saved  —  and  the  loss  is  estimated  at  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars." 

We  were  then  out  in  the  country,  and 
entered  the  town  of  Tewksbury.  Ahead,  at 
some  distance,  we  could  plainly  see  the  build- 
inssof  the  Hood  Farm,  and  in  a  short  while 
afterward  we  drove  within  the  stone  walls. 

A  nephew  of  Mr.  Howl— (a  Mr.  Rogers) — 
who  happened  to  be  an  intimate  friend  of  our 
host,  volunteered  to  show  us  aliout,  and  the 
nest  hour  was  spent  in  inspecting  the  immense 
bams  and  stables,  in  admiring  the  beautiful 
Jersey  cows,  heifers  and  calves;  famous  trot- 
ting horses,  brood  mares  and  eolts;  and  grand 
Berkshire  bogs  and  pigs.  There  was  so  much 
to  see  that  the  hour  slipped  by  liefore  we  were 
aware  of  it.  A  peep  into  Mr.  Hood's  private 
stable,  in  which  were  quartered  his  driving 
horses,  noble  looking  animals :  into  bis  carriage 
room,  where  were  enough  carriages  and 
vehicles  to  stock  an  ordinary  livery  stable,  and 
fancy  enough  for  a  Tanderbilt —  and  then  into 
the  harness  room,  where  all  the  latest  styles  of 
harness  and  riding  outfits  could  be  found. 

Then  a  few  minutes  walk  through  the  flower 
and  vegetable  garden,  remarkably  free  from 
weeds,  and  beautiful  in  a  healthy  and  attract- 
ive growth. 

"  Where  are  the  poultry?''  we  queried. 
The  guide  smiled  as 'he  said, "  Mr.  Hood  has 
not  reached  that  yet:  but  I  think  we  may  find 
some  over  here," —  and  we  climbed  a  stone  wall 
to  make  a  short  cut,  when  we  did  discover 
atwut  a  half  dozen  turkeys  and  probably 
tifty  Plymouth  Rocks. 


'•  Xo  doubt  Mr.  Hood  will  soon  add  poul- 
try to  the  list,"  ventured  our  guide. 

It  took  four  immense  neighboring  farms  to 
make  the  present  Hood  Farm. 

.\gaiu  we  were  otl".  and  the  ne.vt  stop  was  at 
a  farm  on  which  are  quartered  H.  1>.  Kendall's 
famous  White  Faced  Black  s^pauish.  Dark 
Brahmas,  and  Butl" Cochins.  In  Mr.  Kendall's 
collection  were  some  finely  penciled  birds  in 
Park  Brahma  females,  very  promising  young 
in  Spanish,  and  Hull'that  is  butl'in  the  Cochins. 
Mr.  Kendall  should  indeed  be  proud  of  his 
stock,  for  he  has  birds  in  that  lot  that  will 
bring  him  good  prices.  We  were  sorry  that 
we  did  not  meet  Mr.  Kendall  in  person. 

The  next  stop  was  at  the  house  of  AVilliam 
Nichols,  where  we  saw  a  grand  lot  of  White 
Wyandottes.  Mr.  Nichols  was  not  at  home 
at  the  time,  tint  Mrs.  Nichols  gave  us  all  the 
needed  information. 

A  very  amusing  incident  happened  on  this 
farm  some  time  ago,  which  explodes  an  old 
time  theory.  One  day  while  Mr.  Nichols  was 
in  the  barn  looking  after  a  numl)cr  of  sitting 
hens,  a  thunder  and  lightning  storm  arose.  All 
of  a  sudden  the  lightning  struck  the  edge  of 
the  roof  of  the  building,  tearing  out  a  big 
piece,  and  then,  traveling  to  the  front,  ripped 
off  a  boanl.  All  this  while  the  rolls  of  thunder 
fairly  shook  the  building. 

The  next  day  the  neighbors,  hearing  the 
facts,  assured  Mr.  Nichols  that  the  eggs  under 
those  hens  would  not  batch ;  that  such  a  storm 
invariably  killed  all  life  within  the  egg  under 
incubation. 

But  the  argument  could  not  induce  Mr. 
Nichols  to  throw  away  the  eggs  and  break  up 
the  hens.  He  was  too  anxious  to  see  how  the 
matter  would  turn  out.  The  result  was  that 
in  every  case  the  hen  came  off  with  more  than 
two-thirds  of  a  hatch  —  the  best  Mr.  Nichols 
bad  for  some  time.  Now  the  superstitious 
neighbors  are  scratching  their  heads  and 
declaring  that  "things  are  not  as  they  used  to 
be." 

Having  passed  the  dinner  hour,  by  this 
time,  we  were  beginning  to  have  a  "touch  of 
gnawing"  that  prompted  our  host  to  make  a 
shortcut  for  his  own  farm.  Here  we  found 
dinner  waiting  for  us,  and  we  indeed  enjoyed 
a  hearty  meal. 

Mr.  Coburn  has  his  poultry  plant  on  the  old 
homestead.  His  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  A. 
Coburn,  own  the  farm,  and  are  living  on  it. 
They  have  given  up  a  large  portion  of  it  to 
their  son,  who  controls  it  for  poultry. 

Young  Mr.  Cobum  has  named  his  place  the 
Spindle  City  Poultry  Yards.  The  farm  is 
about  one  anil  a  half  miles  from  the  northern 
depot,  on  the  line  of  the  Chelmsford  street 
electric  cars,  and  is  only  three  minutes  walk 
from  the  line.  When  Mr.  Cobum,  .Sr., 
purchased  the  farm  (about  twenty-five  years 
ago),  the  location  was  considered  well  in 
the  country :  but  the  growth  of  the  city  has 
extended  out  beyond  that,  and  the  fami  is 
now  surrounded  with  dwellings.  It  is  about 
as  clear  a  case  of  "country  life  in  the  city  ''  as 
we  ever  saw.  The  farm  address  is  now  759 
Stevens  street,  Lowell,  Mass. 

Mr.  Coburn  winters  between  three  hundred 
and  fifty  and  four  hundred  breeding  fowls,  of 
the  Barred  Plymouth  Rock  and  White  AVyan- 
dotte  varieties.  One  pen  of  Plymouth  Rock 
hens  we  saw  in  oneof  the  houses,  was  especially 
fine.  They  showed  good  blue  barring,  and  in 
every  way  gave  evidence  of  great  value.  There 
were  also  a  large  collection  of  big  pullets  that 
showed  excellent  combs  and  fine  blue  barring. 
Many  in  that  lot  will  be  close  competitors  at 
the  coming  winter  shows.  Down  in  a  large 
field  were  a  number  of  promising  young,  but 
as  they  were  so  scattered  it  was  difficult  to  get 
close  to  them. 

The  White  Wyandottes  are  good,  big  bodied , 
fine  combs,  and  yellow  legs.  The  growing 
stock  give  evidence  of  becoming  very  large 
bodied. 

The  plant  now  consists  of  three  houses; 
one  is  fifty-six  feet  long;  another  one  hun- 
dred feet  long;  and  the  third  seventy-five 
feet  long.  Twenty  feet  of  the  fifty-six  foot 
house  is  two  stories  high,  the  upper  part  of 
which  is  used  as  a  grain  and  store  room,  and 
also  a  packing  and  shipping  room.  In  the 
lower  room  is  a  large  kettle  in  which  is 
cooked  the  morning  mash,  mixing  trough, 
etc.,  and  a  three-horse  power  engine  and 
boiler,  which  gives  power  to  a  No.  10  Mann 
bone  cutter  and  a  Belcher  &  Taylor  clover 
cutter.   The  killing  and  dressing  are  also 


done  in  this  room.  The  remainder  of  the 
house  is  divided  into  pens  in  which  are  kept 
the  finest  breeding  birds.  These  birds  are 
mated  for  the  best  results,  and  are  the  ones 
from  which  the  best  eggs  are  sold  in  spring. 

The  one  hundred  foot  house  is  fifteen  feet 
wide,  divided  into  twelve  pens,  eight  feet 
wide,  with  a  three  foot  passageway  in  the 
rear.  It  is  built  with  a  south  slope  roof, 
and  has  yards  eighty-seven  feet  long.  Thirty 
feet  of  the  other  house  is  used  for  a  lamp 
brooder  house;  and  in  one  part  of  this  are 
two  Surprise  incubators.  The  rest  of  the 
house  is  divided  into  pens  for  breeding 
stock. 

Six  brooder  houses,  6x7  feet,  six  feet  high 
in  front,  and  four  feet  in  the  rear,  are  first 
used  to  brood  the  young  stock,  and  after- 
wards converted  into  roosting  pens. 

At  the  present  time  Mr.  Coburn  has 
between  nine  hundred  and  one  thousand  bead 
of  stock  on  bis  farm. 

Besides  the  two  Surprise  incubators,  one 
Challenge  is  used,  giving  him  a  capacity  for 
about  twelve  hundred. 

Mr.  Coburn  begins  hatching  in  February, 
and  stops  about  .June.  He  uses  incubators 
altogether.  At  first  only  hens  were  employed 
in  hatching,  but  after  making  a  test  between 
old  biddy  and  the  machine,  the  latter  was 
found  less  troublesome  and  equally  successful, 
and  is  now  used  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
other. 

All  of  the  early  hatchings  are  dressed  and 
marketed,  breeding  stock  being  reserved 
only  from  the  April  and  May  broods.  Mr. 
Coburn  says  that  in  his  exiierience  he  finds 
that  it  takes  about  four  eggs,  on  au  average, 
to  produce  a  chicken.  Out  of  four  thousand 
three  hundred  eggs  set,  he  raised  one  thousand 
one  hundred  chicks.  That  experience  rather 
coincides  with  what  we  have  lime  and  again 
published,  that  a  good  average  of  hatch  was 
tifty  percent,  —  and  a  good  average  for  chicks 
raised  was  fifty  per  cent  —  or,  in  other  words, 
it  would  require  four  eggs  to  hatch  and  raise 
one  chicken. 

While  Mr.  Coburn  breeds  to  fancy  points, 
he  is  very  careful  not  to  sacrifice  utility. 
He  wants  good  egg  records  and  good  table 
qualities,  and  he  has  adopted  a  system  of 
breeding  by  which  he  secures  both  at  the 
same  time  he  gains  in  markings.  His  fowls 
have  a  rugged,  practical  look,  which  shows 
that  he  knows  how  to  gain  and  preserve  all 
the  good  points. 

After  carefully  going  over  Mr.  Coburn's 
farm,  the  team  was  again  brought  out,  and 
we  drove  to  Chelmsford  Center. 

Our  first  stop  was  made  at  the  farm  of 
William  K.  Fowie  (a  very  appropriate  name 
for  a  poultryman).  Mr.  Fowle  keeps  White 
Wonders,  Barred  and  White  Plymouth 
Rocks,  Brown  Leghorns  and  grades.  His 
principal  house  is  one  hundred  feet  long, 
twelve  feet  wide  and  two  stories  high. 
•  Next  we  drove  to  the  Highland  Poultry 
Y'ards,  owned  and  operated  by  R.  W.  E. 
Milliken.  No  one  was  at  home,  but  a  small 
boy  showed  us  about.  Here  we  found  a  hen 
house  fully  three  hundred  feet  long;  and  a 
brootling  house  about  one  hundred  feet  long. 
The  breeds  used  were  Plymouth  Rocks,  Light 
Brahmas,  Brown  Leghorns  and  Black 
Minorcas. 

Our  last  stop  was  at  the  farm  of  F.  W. 
Worthen.  Mr.  Worthen  keeps  Single  Comb 
White  Leghorns  exclusively,  and  winters 
about  two  hundre<l  head. 

The  main  hen  house  is  seventy-five  feet 
long  and  twenty-five  feet  wide.  A  scratching 
shed  is  placed  in  front  of  each  pen.  It  was 
about  as  neat  and  well  arranged  house  as  we 
have  seen  for  some  time. 

A  brooding  hou.se  seventy-five  feet  long  is 
being  completed  for  next  season's  use. 

The  Surprise  incubators  are  used. 

Having  but  a  few  minutes  until  train  time, 
Mr.  Cobum  drove  us  to  the  Chelmsford 
station,  where  we  took  a  train  for  home,  well 
pleased  with  our  day  at  Lowell. 


Quick  ReturnB. 

The  day  after  receiving  copy  of  Aug.  15th 
F.-P.,  containing  my  small  ad.  in  Buyers' 
Directory,  I  received  two  replies, —  one  con- 
taining check  with  order.  That  is  extremely 
satisfactory. 

West  Rock  Poultry  Yards. 
Westville,  Conn.,  Aug.  19. 


refreshing  sleep  corae  with  blood  made  pure  by 

Hood's 

Sarsaparilla 

The  One  True  Blood  Purifier.  All  druggists.  $1. 
Hood's  Pills  are  the  best  after-dinner  pills. 


$3,  $4  and  $5  each. 

Also  a  few  Pullets  in  p»irH>  triuSt  etc. 

Light  Brahmas, 

(Earlv  T.aviiig  Strain  ;  liavu  been  got  to  laying  at 
o  im.s.'an.i  s  «l;iy^.  old.) 

Barred  Plymouth  Rocks, 

(Brown  E^g  St  rain ;  "  the  business  fowl  of  the 
ISlli  i-oulury.") 

White  Wyandottes, 

(Brown  Egg,  Prolific  Laying  Stock,) 

A.  F.  HUNTER, 

 South  Natick,  Mass. 

The  Wopowog  Farm. 

E^gs  for  halchinK. 
Full  Feattierecl  English  BUFF  COCHINS, 

GOLDEN  PENCILEl)  H.\MBl!KGS, 
LIGHT  HKAHM.i.S, 

WHITE  LEGHORNS. 
Breeding  birds  always  for  sale,  low  price.  Send  for 
circular.^ 

T.  C.  CHAPMAN  &  SON,  Stony  Brook,  N.  Y. 

Springfield  and  Worcester. 


From  our  factories  iu  each  of  the  above  cities  Our 
O.  K.  FOOD  is  still  tlie  leadintr  brand  fresh  made, 
dry  and  rl;<ht.  If  your  grain  dealer  does  not  keep  it 
send  t<»  llie  factory  nearest  vou.  CUT  GKEEN 
BONE  a  specialty.  FKANK  O'BlilEN.  successor  to 
H.  N'.  Avery,  2ti  No.  Market  St.,  is  our  Boston  agent. 
Scud  for  catalogue  to 

C.  A.  BAKTLETT,  Worcester,  Mass. 
BARTLETT&  HOLMES.  Springfield,  Mass. 

VALUABLE  POULTRY  BOOK 

FREE 

for  two  stamps.  Address, 

MICHAEL  K.  BOYEK,  Hammonton,  N.  J. 


Barred  P.  Rocks  and  White  Wyandottes, 
Black  Minorcas  and  White  Leghorns. 

Eggs,  $6  per  100. 
Best  price,  $2  per  13. 

FR.^NCIS  H.  FOSTER, 
Box  533.        68  Central  .Street,  .4n<loTer,  3Iass. 


I  liHve  for  sale      1*X)  February  hatch, 
150  March  hatch, 
200  April  hatcli. 
100  May  lialcli: 
Also,  25  old  birds.   Write  for  circular  and  prices. 

HENRY  STEINMESCH, 

Slitter,  St.  Louis  Co.,  Mo. 


CAPON 


Oape-Worm  Extractor, 
2.5c.  Remit  bv  Monev- 
Orderor  register's  letter. 
G.  P.  PILI.INQ  A  SOX, 
116  S.  11th  .^t.,  Phile  .Pa. 


Complete  set,  with  fui; 
instructions,  posl-paul. 
on  receiptor $2..50.  2ftp. 
Capon  Book  tree  for  2c- 
siamp.  Poultrj-  Marker 
■->c.  Roup  Syringe.  lOc 

TOOLS 


EXTRA  HEAVY 

FELT  ROOFING 

17TT>  TP     Wili.l  and  Water 
X  Xi»  Jy»  I'roof.    Sauiple  free. 


A.  F.  SW.VN,  lOi  Fulton  St.,  N.  Y. 
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High-Class  Light  Brahmas. 

A  Visit  to  Brockton,  Mass,,  the  Home  of  J.  W. 
Shaw— One  Thousand  Dollars  for  One 
Hiiuclred  Fowls. 

Bv  Mk.  Boyek. 

The  reputation  of  J.  W.  Shaw,  of  Brocktou, 
Mass.,  the  breeder  of  prize  wiuuiug  Light 
Brahmas,  is  not  local  by  any  means.  With 
only  eleven  exhibits,  in  the  strongest  competi- 
tion that  the  world  can  produce,  Mr.  Shaw 
has  won  one  hundred  and  seventy  prizes, 
including  three  silver  cups,  many  1st  prizes, 
and  never  failing  to  win  1st  on  cockerels,  with 
but  two  exceptions  (and  then  tied  with  1st) , 
in  all  of  his  exhibits. 

These  exhibits  began  at  Brockton,  Decem- 
ber, 1889,  where  Mr.  Shaw  won  1st  on  cock- 
erel ;  2d  and  3d  on  pullets ;  3d  on  cock  ;  1st  on 
pen ;  1st  on  collection  of  four  best  males  and 
four  females ;  and  eight  specials.  The  remain- 
ing ten  exhibits  show  great  gains,  the  last 
one  being  at  the  great  Boston  show,  in 
January,  1896,  where  were  won  1st,  3d  and 
4th  on  cockerels;  2d  on  hen;  3d  on  cock; 
special  for  best  cockerel,  hen  and  cock; 
special  for  most  typical  shaped  cockerel ;  and 
special  for  cockerel — with  best  hackle,  tail, 
and  tail  coverts. 

J.  W.  Shaw  is  a  prominent;  business  man  in 
Brockton.  Upon  our  arrival  we  at  once  called 
upon  him  at  his  store,  and  after  a  brief  chat 
started  out  for  a  day's  job  of  it. 
Having  commented  favorably  on  the  beauty  of 
the  city,  Mr.  Shaw  showed  us  the  business 
men's  club  house,  an  elaborate  building  costing 
twenty  thousand  dollars,  the  three  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollar  city  hall,  erected  in 
the  least  desirable  section  of  the  city,  and  a 
number  of  beautiful  houses  and  attractive 
looking  streets. 

After  an  hour  or  so  of  sight  seeing  we 
reached  Mr.  Shaw's  pretty  home,  and  there, 
under  the  shade  of  a  young  tree  we  scored 
Brahmas,  exhibitions,  and  men,  until  the 
dinner  hour. 

To  the  right  of  the  dwelling  is  a  large  barn 
in  which  are  kept  seven  horses  used  in  the 
store  delivery  wagons,  beside  the  private 
family  team. 

Back  of  this  barn  are  located  four  large  runs, 
which  lead  out  into  a  grand  grove.  Two  of 
these  yards  are  used  for  breeding  fowls  (the 
cream  of  the  stock  birds) ,  and  the  two  other 
runs  quarter  the  cockerels  and  pullets  produced 
by  these  matings. 

The  main  poultry  building  has  four  large 
pens  and  entry  in  it ;  and  on  the  second  floor 
are  a  row  of  pens  for  quartering  extra  fowls, 
or  for  preparing  birds  for  exhibition.  In  one 
of  these  yards  we  saw  old  "  Faneuil,"'  the  bird 
that  won  first  as  cock  two  years  ago  at  the 
New  England  Light  Brahma  show,  in  Boston. 
The  other  yard  was  headed  by  the  1st  prize 
cockerel  at  the  Boston  show.  Both  birds  are 
excellent  breeders. 

In  the  run  with  "Faneuil"  we  likewise 
noticed  the  first  prize  hen  at  Boston,  for  which 
was  paid  one  hundred  dollars.  She  is  cer- 
tainly a  beauty,  and  is  worth  every  cent  she 
cost  to  a  man  like  Mr.  Shaw.  In  this  same 
pen,  too,  is  quartered  the  second  prize  hen  at 
the  same  show,  and  she  is  a  fowl  way  up  in 
requirements  of  the  Brahma  standard. 

The  Shaw  strain  of  Light  Brahmas  are  noted 
for  symmetry,  white  surface,  intense  markings 
of  hackles  and  coverts,  and  profuse  leg 
feathering. 

"  You  know,"  said  Mr.  Shaw,  with  a  smile, 
"  in  1897  we  must  have  coverts." 

The  leg  feathering  was  simply  immense. 
All  the  young  stock  are  strong  in  this  par- 
ticular, Mr.  Shaw  believing  that  the  only 
way  to  have  that  marking  to  the  full,  as  stock, 
is  to  find  it  in  the  growing  birds. 

After  dinner  we  drove  out  to  the  farm  at 
Westdale  where  we  saw  (old  and  young) 
probably  two  hundred  birds.  They  were 
there  in  all  their  glory,  roaming  over  a  large 
grassy  range.  It  was  indeed  an  interesting 
sight. 

Last  season,  the  first  one  hundred  birds  sold 
from  these  yards  brought  one  thousand  dol- 
lars. They  went  to  thirteen  diflferent  states; 
and  the  first  order  came  from  California. 

After  having  fully  enjoyed  the  sight  of  so 
many  high  class  fowls  on  one  farm,  we  again 
jumped  in  the  carriage  and  drove  to  the  station. 
It  was  a  trip  that  we  enjoyed  largely,  and  one 
which  a  lover  of  Light  Brahmas  cannot  fail 
to  appreciate. 


The  Fertility  of  Eggs. 

Wrltteu  for  I'akm-Poultey. 
(Contiuuea  trom  page  2B4,  July  15  F.-P.) 

To  resume  our  remarks  on  the  fertilization 
of  eggs.  After  all  it  is  one  of  the  most  if  not 
the  most  important  subject  on  which  success 
in  the  poultry  business  deijends.  One  has 
but  to  read  over  the  many  poultry  journals, 
and  observe  the  questions,  "  Why  don't  the 
eggs  hatch?"  "Why  do  chicks  die  in  the 
shell?"  "  Why  can't  we  raise  them  after  they 
are  hatched  ? "  "  Why  do  chicks  lack  in 
vigor?"  and  many  similar  queries;  then 
investigate  the  cause,  and  we  must  finally 
decide  that  the  primary  cause  is  the  same  — 
the  neglect  of  the  proper  fertilization  of  the 
eggs.  Herein  lies  the  cause  of  the  failure  — 
and  it  is  encouraging  to  see  that  something 
is  stirring  up  the  minds  of  poultrymen  to 
study  and  investigate  the  cause — and  it  is  a 
hopeful  sign  when  we  see  men  begin  to 
question  about  their  want  of  success. 

In  an  article  I  read  the  other  day,  the  scrub 
hen  was  lauded  far  above  her  aristocratic 
sisters.  Why?  Because  she  had  stamina  and 
vigor,  and  her  progeny  lived  after  they  were 
hatched.  Of  course  they  did,  and  why?  The 
answer  is  founded  on  the  adherance  to  the 
very  laws  I  have  spoken  of. 

Look  at  the  human  race  again,  and  see  the 
analogy.  Notice  the  difference  between  our 
fashionable  pampered  young  belles  and  the 
sturdy  Irish  and  German  emigrants,  and  then 
compare  their  children.  See  the  ruddy  g]ow 
of  health  on  one,  and  the  pale  delicate  faces 
of  the  others.  Now  draw  the  analogy 
between  the  scrub  hens  and  the  fancy  birds 
at  our  shows.  To  be  sure,  the  beauty,  style, 
etc.,  of  the  latter  are  pleasing  to  the  eye  of 
the  fancier;  but  do  they  show  up  as  successful 
as  the  rugged  old  hens  of  our  forefathers, 
which  made  their  own  living  from  mother 
nature,  and  which  roamed  the  fields  with  large 
and  healthy  clutches?  The  fertilization  of 
eggs  in  this  artificial  period  must  not  be 
ignored  if  we  expect  to  realize  a  living  from 
the  poultry  business.  I  think  I  hear  some 
say,  "  Well,  then,  give  us  less  speculation 
and  theory,  and  more  rules  to  correct  this 
trouble"  —  and  I  answer,  the  due  attention  to 
the  causes  I  spoke  of  will  be  the  remedy ; 
but  this  cannot  be  done  without  study  and 
hard  work. 

An  expert  ( ?)  friend  of  mine  this  season 
hatched  four  thousand  chicks,  and  now  he 
has  four  hundred  to  show  for  his  work.  Is 
it  any  wonder  that  such  get  discouraged,  and 
we  have  failures?  Yet  this  man,  when  I 
questioned  him  in  regard  to  the  fertilization 
of  the  eggs,  admitted  that  he  knew  nothing 
of  their  past  history,  but  supposed  they  were 
all  right.  It  is  high  time  that  our  experts 
should  be  able  to  give  a  "  reason  for  the  faith 
that  is  in  them. "  There  should  be  no 
supposing,  but  an  accurate  knowledge  based 
on  scientific  research  and  practical  facts. 
They  should  trace  back  their  stock  (not 
simply  forfeather  or  shape) ,  and  as  a  matterof 
business,  know  all  about  the  hereditary  condi- 
tion of  the  flock  from  which  their  eggs  come. 
Let  them  ascertain  the  physical  condition  of 
the  hens  laying  the  eggs,  and  the  stamina  and 
vitality  of  the  lords  of  the  roost, — get  their 
history  as  to  productiveness  and  fertility,  and 
if  not  up  to  the  standard,  then  improve  their 
condition.  See  that  the  stock  is  fed  properly, 
and  with  the  proper  food.  Do  not  enervate 
them  by  overstimulating  rations.  Study  into 
what  they  get  in  their  unaided  eflbrts  from 
nature,  and  try  to  copy  after  this.  If  they 
derive  the  proper  quality  of  food  on  the 
range,  know  the  composition  of  that  food, 
and  furnish  them  with  an  adequate  supply 
of  it.  "  Do  men  gather  grapes  of  thorns?" 
As  well  expect  to  gather  perfect  eggs  from 
hens  improperly  fed. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  lay  down  rules  for 
feeding,  but  rather  to  suggest  ideas  to  be 
taken  up  by  practical  persons  and  properly 
applied  —  and  while  I  do  not  claim  to  be  an 
expert,  I  cannot  fail  to  see  the  evil  results 
and  failures  due  to  the  neglect  of  this 
important  subject.  In  other  live  stock  the 
greatest  care  is  used  to  insure  the  health, 
vigor  and  vitality  of  both  males  and  females 
—  and  we  know  by  the  boasts  of  stock  raisers 
of  their  success.  With  them  it  is  not  merely 
a  question  of  looks,  but  of  endurance,  vigor, 
vitality,  and  practical  utility.  Do  not  be 
content  with  "  fine  feathers  making  fine 
birds,"  but  rather  strive  to  make  vigorous 
birds  for  practical  utility. 

James  H.  Casey,  M.  D. 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 


Why  Some  Men  Fail. 

The  Question  of  What  a  Man  Can  Do,  and 
What  He  Cannot, ,  Depends  Entirely  on 
the  Man. 

■Written  lor  Farm-Poultry. 

Having  read  your  well  conducted  journal 
for  something  over  a  year,  and  having  become 
somewhat  attached  to  the  "festive  hen" — as 
yet  only  in  an  experimental  stage — I  find  it 
dilflcult  to  resist  temptation  to  say  a  few 
words  on  the  subject.  Whether  anybody  will 
benefit  by  reading  this,  I  leave  the  reader  to 
judge. 

The  usual  query  that  crops  out  all  along  the 
line  is:  "  Is  the  chicken  business  a  success?" 
That  depends  upon  the  man  or  woman,  as  the 
case  may  be.  The  poultry  business  is  regu- 
lated the  same  as  any  other  business,  by 
"income  and  expense."  If  a  thousand-dollar- 
a-year  family  embarks  in  a  poultry  business 
that  yields  only  six  hundred  dollars  a  year 
income,  disaster  is  sure  to  fcillow. 

The  above  case  seems  to  fit  well  the  majority 
of  failures.  The  question  of  what  a  mau  can 
do,  and  what  he  cannot  do,  depends  entirely 
on  the  mau.  There  are  a  hundred  ways  of 
building  brooding  houses,  hen  houses,  brood- 
ers, even  incubators.  AYhat  is  good  for  hens  in 
one  part  of  the  country,  is  detrimental  in  the 
other.  Common  sense  must  be  brought  into 
play  if  a  .solution  of  many  of  these  vexing 
questions  is  wanted. 

For  example,  I  carefully  studied  an  incu- 
bator catalogue  for  two  weeks.  Becoming 
acquainted  with  the  principle  that  governs 
artificial  incubation,  I  made  one — also  a  hot 
air  brooder.  Total  cost  of  the  whole  business, 
$■1.50.  Then  I  went  to  work  and  hatched 
chickens,  fine,  healthy  chickens.  The  hatch 
came  otf  May  3d  last.  We  are  eating  them 
now. 

Could  you  do  it,  if  you  tried?  In  spite  of 
many  predictions  of  failure,  I  succeeded.  As 
well  known,  the  last  laugh  is  the  heartiest. 

To  insure  success,  you  must  know  your 
own  wants.  Do  not  confound  the  word 
"want"  with  the  word  "  hankering." 

The  most  honest  inclined  editor  of  a  poultry 
journal  can  only  give  you  advice — he  cannot 
pound  brains  into  a  numbskull.  Chickens  are 
very  much  human,  in  that  they  require  some 
liberty  in  order  to  thrive  and  lay  many  eggs. 

A  poultry  farmer  should  raise  his  own  sup- 
plies. The  profit  of  poultry  does  not  lay  in 
spasmodic  sales,  but  in  having  goods  for  sale 
the  year  around.  It  is  not  to  be  wondered 
that  so  many  people  fail  in  poultry  raising, 
when  we  consider  the  ignorance  of  iiverage 
humanity. 

Comparatively  few-  people  know  what  five 
hundred  dollars  will  buy ;  yet  nearly  anybody, 
even  a  child,  is  acquainted  with  the  purchas- 
ing power  of  a  nickel.  This  goes  to  show  that 
however  well  one  may  succeed  with  a  small 
flock  of  hens,  it  becomes  a  "horse  of  another 
color"  when  the  average  person  begins  a  hen 
ranch. 

Eggs  have  been  selling  at  wholesale  for  five 
cents  per  dozen,  here,  during  the  past  two 
months.  Enthusiasts  must  take  low  prices 
into  consideration.  As  a  general  thing,  eggs 
with  them  are  always  soaring  around  the 
twenty-five  cent  mark. 

Every  one  embarking  in  the  chicken  busi- 
ness must  investigate;  know  his  powers  for 
execution,  and  after  he  is  sure  he's  right,  he 
can  go  ahead.  C.  A.  Dachsisl. 

Memphis,  Tenn.   

Roup  Pemedies. 

My  remedies  for  roup,  which  may  be  of 
benefit  to  Farm-Poultry  readers,  are  as 
follows : — 

Tincture  of  aconite,  one  drop  twice  a  day, 
in  a  teaspoonful  of  water. 

Pulverized  chlorate  of  potash,  a  bit  put  in 
the  roof  of  the  mouth. 

Carbolic  acid  and  coal  oil,  one  part  of 
former  to  five  of  latter — a  drop  injected  in 
each  nostril,  and  vaseline  rubbed  on  the  head 
and  throat. 

I  had  one  pullet  so  bad  with  the  disease 
that  I  was  tempted  to  kill  her,  but  thought 
I  would  try  what  could  be  done.  Her  eyes 
were  swollen  shut  for  a  week,  and  I  was 
obliged  to  bathe  them  in  warm  water  and 
open  them  so  she  could  see  to  eat.  I  effected 
a  complete  cure,  and  although  I  kept  her  two 
years,  never  noticed  any  returning  symptoms. 
I  do  not  advise  keeping  fowls  that  have  ever 
had  it,  as  it  is  apt  to  return  at  any  time. 

Latona,  Wash.  I.  B.  Evans. 


We  Double  It! 

We  show  how  farmers  and  stock-feed- 
ers may  double  the  bulk  and  value  of 
their  grain  and  fodder  for  their  stock. 

Stewart,  in  his  book  on  "Feeding 
Animals,"  says  that  the  value  of  corn 
meal  is  doubled  by  cooking. 

The  best  results  for  the  least  money 
can  be  obtained  by  using 

THE  GRANITE  STATE 
BOILER  AND  COOKER 

It  is  the  cheapest  and  best  boiler  and 
cooker  now  in  the  market. 

A  valuable  pamphlet  on  cooking  food  for  stock 
sent  free  on  application.  Address 

GRANITE  STATE  EVAPORATOR  CO. 

210  Main  Street,  Marlow,  M.  H. 

NEW  ENGLAND 


Wanted  for  sale,  exchange,  or  to  rent,  with  privilege 
of  buying.  We  have  a  constant  call. 


FOR  SALE, 


Several  choice  Fruit  and  Poultry  Farms  near  New 
York  and  Philadelphia  markets. 

Address        MASS.  PLOUGHMAN, 

or  J.  A.  WILtEY, 
178  Devonshire  St.,  Boston,  Mags. 


THE.  IMPROVED 


VICTOR 

INCUBATOR 

Hatches  Chickens  by  Steajn. 
Absolutely  self-regulating. 
The  simplest,  most  reliable, 
and  cheapest  firstKilaes  Hatcher 
in  the  market.  Circulars  free 
RTEI,  «fc  CO.,  Quincy,  lU- 


ilDOl 


Winners  at  Madison  Square  Garden,  N.  Y.  City, 
189(>— 1st  and  .3rd  cocks;  1st  and  3rd  cockerels;  1st  and 
3d  lieus;  1st  piiUet;  1st  and  2d  breeding  yards.  Stock 
and  eggs  bred  and  owned  by 

 WHITING  FARM.  Holyoke,  Mass. 


It  will  keep  your  chickens  strong  and  healthy.  It 
will  make  young  pullets  lay  early.  Worth  its  weight 
In  gold  for  moultiug  hens,  and  prevents  all  disease3. 

Large  Cans  Most  Economical  to  Buy, 
Shield  by  Druggists,  Grocers  and  Feed  Dealers. 

It  is  a  powerful  Food  Digestive. 

Therefore,  no  matter  what  kind  of  food  you  use,  mix 
with  it  daily  Sheridan's  Powder.  Otherwise,  your  profit 
this  fall  and  winter  will  be  lost  when  the  price  for  eff^ 
is  very  hityh.  It  assures  perfect  assimilation  of  the  food 
elements  needed  to  produce  health  and  form  e(?g-s.  It  is 
absolutely  pure.  Highly  concentrated.  In  quantity  costs 
less  than  a  tenth  of  a  cent  a  day.  No  other  tind  is  like  it. 
If  you  can't  ^et  it  send  to  us.  Ask  First 
Sinprle  pack,25  cts.  Five  SI.  Larfre  two-lb.  can  $1.20.  Six 
cans,  go.  Exp.  paid.  Sample  "  Best  Poultry  Paper  "  free 
I.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO..  33  Custom  House  St..  Bostqn,  Masfl, 

POULTRY  SUPPLIES. 

Illustrated  catalogue  free. 

BARWICK  &  CO., 
lOS  and  110  Franklin  St.,  Chicago,  lU. 
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in|;h  ami  Dry  Obst'rvittions. 
Wrltteu  foi  FARJl-roi  LTKV. 

AVhen  you  i-ome  to  a  plai-e  where  the  groiunl 
is  >o  vlry  that  the  people  have  to  pour  water 
oii  it  to  make  >uitable  ilust  baths  for  their 
beus,  you  will  know  that  you  have  entere^l 
the  ariil  resnons.  That  is  what  we  tlo  out 
here.  Dur  heus  sean-h  for  tlaiup,  not  dry, 
plai-es  in  which  to  wallow. 

The  extremely  dry  air  and  soil  are  injurious 
to  the  skin  and  feathers  of  the  fowls.  The  oil 
iu  them  is  at•^orl•et.U  leaviui:  the  >kin  dry  and 
rousrb,  and  the  feathers  loose  and  lustreless. 

In  such  a  loc.nlity  it  is  difficult  to  pro<iuce 
chicks  having  plumage  as  hard  and  sriossy, 
and  shanks  as  smooth  and  hriirht  as  are  com- 
mon where  the  rain  fall  is  greater,  and  vege- 
tation more  abundant.  Among  human  beings, 
and  al-so  among  dome^tio  animals,  horses, 
cattle,  dogs  and  oats,  the  pernicious  efl"ects  of 
our  hot  dry  air  upon  the  skin  and  hair  (feath- 
ers) is  quite  as  remarkable  as  among  fowls. 
The  skin  becomes  dry,  parv-hed.  and  cracks 
easily.  When  in  this  condition  it  does  not 
properly  perform  its  functions.  In  so  far  as 
the  skin  is  in  poor  conditiou.  the  animal  or 
fowl  is  out  of  condition. 

A  fowl  may  have  a  loose,  flabby  skin,  and 
still  lie  otherwise,  apparently,  in  good  condi- 
tion and  lay  well.  This  fowl  though,  will  l>e 
less  able  to  resist  disease  when  exposed  to 
disea.*e  breeding  conditions,  than  a  fowl  which 
has  the  fine  coat  of  feathers  and  the  smooth, 
firm,  oily  skin  which  usually  go  with  clean 
bright  shanks.  I  think  it  may  Ije  safely 
assumed  that  if  the  shanks  are  good  the  skin 
and  feathers  will  be  found  in  correspondingly 
gooil  condition.  For  the  converse  of  this  prop- 
osition I  would  not  want  to  l>c  held  responsi- 
ble, for  I  have  noticed  that  in  epideniio  of 
scaly  les  birds  are  often  alTected  which  are  in 
perfe<-t  condition  as  regards  the  feathers  and 
the  .-kin  of  the  body,  and  that  they  remaiu 
sound  except  for  the  legs  for  a  long  time, 
though  if  the  disease  is  not  checked  and  cured 
it  will  ultimately  affect  the  whole  systt-m. 

Occasionally  a  fowl  is  found  which  under 
the  most  adverse  conditions  retains  at  the  age 
of  two,  three,  or  even  four  yeai>,  a  hard 
smooth  shank,  while  others  similarly  situated 
need  to  have  the  feet  frequently  dipped  in  oil 
to  prevent  disease.  These  clean  shanked  birds 
are  particularly  valuable  here  for  breeders. 
The  trouble  with  too  many  of  these  birds  is 
that  this  is  tbtir  only  merit.  It  is  aggravating 
to  a  breeder  to  see  a  pair  of  logs  that  look  as  if 
they  had  been  polished  on  a  chick  fit  only  for 
the  table,  while  the  binl  you  would  Jike  to  put 
in  your  breeding  pen  develops  in  earliest 
chickhooti  a  roughness  of  shank  that  shows  all 
too  plainly  the  presence  of  the  constitutional 
defect  you  are  most  anxious  to  eradicate. 

Let  me  i-ay  here,  that  I  don't  consider  this  a 
fancy  point.  •'  Xo  hoof,  no  horse,"  is  a  true 
saying.  Xo  foot,  no  fowl,  is  equally  true. 
Scaly  legged  fowls  are  unsightly,  and  they  are 
unprofitable.  A  fowl  cannot  nurse  a  bad  case 
of  scaiy  leg,  and  at  the  same  lime  take  suffi- 
cient exercise  to  keep  it  iu  paying  condition. 

It  is,  of  course,  possible  to  prevent  the  dis- 
ease reaching  so  serious  a  stage,  but  this  means 
extra  work  and  a  gooil  deal  of  it.  The  best 
way  and  the  cheapest  iu  the  long  run.  is  to 
develup  races  or  strains  of  fowls  having 
feathers  and  skin  of  the  texture  and  quality 
best  abfe  to  resist  the  ravages  of  our  climate. 
To  do  this  it  is  necessary  in  the  first  place  to 
be  very  careful  in  the  selection  of  breeding 
stock :  next,  to  use  equal  care  in  selecting  hens 
for  sitters  and  mothers ;  then  to  feed  to  the 
growing  chicks  a  ration  rich  in  oil  forming 
materials.  I  feed  enough  com  to  condemn  me 
as  a  rank  heretic,  if  F.-P.  standards  are 
accepted  xs  orthwlox,  and  I  believe  its  editors 
may  justly  claim  that  they  are  more  widely 
embraced  than  any  other  standards.  I  have 
found  that  my  chicks  when  fed  an  abundance 
of  com  and  such  green  .stuffs  as  lettuce  and 
cabbage,  come  to  maturity  in  better  condition, 
make  healthier,  more  rugged  fowls,  and  are 
profitable  egg  producers  through  a  longer 
period  than  when  reared  on  the  rations 
approved  by  the  scientific  authorities,  I  find, 
too,  that  my  hens,  no  matter  how  they  were 
fed  previous  to  maturity,  do  best  when  fed 
corn  much  more  liberally  thin  is  the  general 
practice  among  successful  eastern  poultrymen. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind,  though,  that  the 
cxces-s  of  fat  forming  food  goes  to  repair  a 


waste  which  the  eastern  fowl  sutlers  in  a  nuich 
less  degre»>,  if  at  all. 

Whether  or  uot  the  gape  wortn  can  stand 
our  altitude,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say.  I 
have  never  seen  or  heard  of  a  case  of  gapes 
here.  The  absence  of  the  worm  s-hould,  I 
think,  be  attributed  in  part  to  the  dryness  of 
the  soil.  The  soil  in  my  yards  resembles 
much  the  soil  of  southern  California,  which 
when  dry  is  about  as  hard  as  a  brick.  I  have 
seeu  the  Indians  there  work  a  mass  of  clay 
well  into  their  hair,  and  leave  it  until 
thoroughly  dried.  Their  object  was  to  kill 
the  veraiiu  wliit-h  infest  heads  that  are  not 
too  clean,  I  imagine  that  if,  as  is  supposed, 
the  gape  worms  infest  the  soil —  and  if  during 
a  wet  spring-time  here  they  should  take 
possession  of  a  piece  of  ground,  our  hot 
winds  would  later  in  the  season  bake  the 
ground  so  fast  and  so  hard  that  the  worms 
would  experience  a  fate  like  that  of  the 
Indians"  unwelcome  guests. 

From  another  pest  of  eastern  poultry  yanls, 
we  are  entirely  free,  I  refer  to  the  domestic 
rat.  Mice  we  have  here  in  more  than  plenty. 
AVhy  the  rat  does  not  thrive  as  well,  I  cannot 
say ;  nor  have  I  ever  heard  a  reason  given 
which  to  me  seemed  satisfactory.  There  is  a 
sjiecies  of  mountain  rat,  of  which  I  have  seeu 
only  one  speciineu.  If  these  rats  were 
luimerous  they  might  quickly  become  a 
nuisance.  As  I  have  never  heard  poultry 
raisers  complain  of  their  depredations,  I 
judge  that  they  either  are  here  in  very 
limited  numbers  or  shun  the  habitations  of 
men. 

Badgers,  skunks,  coyotes  and  hawks  are 
the  principal  foes  of  poultry  ou  the  ranches. 
Here  as  everywhere,  cats  and  dogs  are  trouble- 
some in  the  towns,  ily  yards  are  just  on  flic 
outskirts  of  the  town,  and  my  pests  are 
represented  by  a  full  delegation  from  the 
town  and  by  skunks  and  hawks  from  the 
country.  The  little  gophers,  so  numerous  on 
our  prairies  would  be  capable  of  giving  as 
much  trouble  as  the  domestic  rat  if  they  were 
uot  easily  driven  away.  Two  years  ago  we 
enclosed  a  piece  of  ground  for  a  run  for  our 
young  chickens.  The  chicks  began  to 
disappear  from  several  of  the  coops,  and 
once  in  a  while  we  would  find  a  chick  several 
weeks  old  with  marks  of  teeth  in  its  back. 
One  chicken  I  found  with  a  wing  bitten  oft". 
We  never  suspected  the  frisky  little  gophers, 
and  were  at  a  loss  what  to  blame,  until  one 
day  I  heard  a  great  commotion  among  the 
young  chickens,  and  rushing  out  found  a 
gopher  trying  to  drag  a  chicken  half  as  large 
as  itself  into  a  hole.  Our  bulldog  was  imme- 
diately .set  to  work  to  dig  all  the  gophers 
out,  and  they  have  not  bothered  us  since.  A 
bulldog,  by  the  way,  is  the  dog  for  a  poultry 
man :  and  when  the  friends  of  the  Collie 
become  too  insistent  in  praising  their  favorite, 
I  am  going  to  quarrel  with  them, 

I  have  an  opinion,  based  on  general  observ- 
ations, that  fowls  here  do  not  grow  as 
rapidly  nor  attain  as  great  a  weight  at 
maturity  as  where  the  conditions  are  more 
favorable,  3Iy  experience  here  has  been  that 
fowls  grow  faster  and  develop  better  in  a  wet 
than  in  a  diy  season.  It  must  be  remem- 
bered that  our  wet  seasons  are  not  very  wet, 
and  I  do  not  forget  that  the  altitude  may 
have  something  to  do  with  the  slower  growth 
and  retarded  development.  It  would  take  a 
long  series  of  elaborate  experiments  made 
simultaneously  in  different  localities  to  defi- 
nitely determine  how  much,  if  any,  truth 
there  is  in  this  theory.  It  is  a  theory,  as 
I  am  aware,  not  likely  to  be  popular  with  our 
mountain  breeders.  I  have  not  space  here 
to  recite  the  observations  which  have  led  to  this 
opinion,  I  will  simply  say  that  nearly  all  the 
objections  likely  to  be  presented  are  discounted 
in  advance  by  the  annual  importations  of  new- 
blood  from  the  east.  It  is  a  well  known  fact 
that  certain  breeds  or  varieties  of  fowls  are 
peculiarly  adapted  to  certain  localities.  This 
same  fact  has  been  observed  among  all 
domestic  animals,  but  more  particularly, 
perhaps,  among  horses  and  cattle.  Xovv  it  is 
not  impossible,  it  is  even  very  probable,  that 
in  time  it  will  be  found  that  some  breeds, 
(perhaps  only  one  breed)  are  better  suited 
to  this  climate  than  others. 

As  yet  there  is  no  concert  of  opinion  among 
breeders,  and,  as  I  have  intimated,  the 
importations  of  eastern  blood  must  cease,  and 
the  new  blood  be  selected  year  after  year 
rom  western  yards,  before  it  can  be  definitely 


determined  what  effect  the  combination  of 
high   altitude  and  dry  climate  has  on  any 
variety  or  breed.        JoiiN  H.  Robinson. 
Pueblo,  Colo, 

Profitable  Dairying. 

By  MH.  llUXTEK, 

A  Xebraska  farmer  writes  a  communication 
to  the  Ciillicfitor,  of  that  state,  which  con- 
tains some  extremely  good  points  for  poul- 
try men.  He  says:  —  "  I'ntil  eight  years  ago 
my  cows  were  kept  as  most  farmers  keep 
theirs  to-day,  mostly  to  consume  the  hay  and 
cornstalks  grown  ou  the  farm.  As  prices  of 
farm  products  became  lower,  I  found  I  must 
farm  diflercntly ,  or  go  out  of  the  business. 

'•I  thought  it  all  over  carefully,  and  made 
up  my  mind  that  I  must  keep  cows,  and  that 
they  must  be  made  to  pay,  I  was  in  debt  for 
my  farm,  but  knew  that  the  success  of  the 
thing  depended  on  cheaper  production,  and 
that  meant  better  cows,  better  care,  and  better 
dairy  apparatus.  My  cows  were  a  mixture  of 
all  kinds,  and  made  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds  of  butter  each  per  year."  He 
then  goes  on  to  describe  the  steps  taken,  the 
changes  made  iu  the  stock,  and  the  method  of 
keeping  it,  and  says :  —  "  Vears  ago  it  cost  me 
SoO  a  year  to  keep  a  cow ,  and  they  paid  me  $;}."> 
to  §40  each  a  year,  X'ow  it  costs  me  f  40  a  year 
to  keep  eac'h  cow,  and  they  pay  me  $70  to  $H<) 
a  year  each." 

Xote  the  diftereuce  —  the  .scrub  cows  paid 
or  $10  profit  each,  over  the  cost  of  their  keep, 
while  now  the  better  stock,  with  the  better 
methods  of  keeping  and  of  handling  their 
product,  pay  $30  to  $40  jirofit  each  over  the 
cost  of  their  keep.  That  is  one  of  the  best 
illustrations  of  the  poultry  problem  that  we 
have  ever  seen  ;  a  most  perfect  analogy  .  The 
farmers'  scrub  hen  lays  about  seventy-five 
eggs  in  a  year,  and  just  about  pays  for  the 
food  she  eats,  or  pays  a  very  insignificant 
profit,  just  as  did  the  Xebraska  man's  scrub 
cows.  The  thoroughbred  hens,  kept  on  the 
improved  method,  intelligently  fed  and  cared 
for,  will  lay  one  hundred  and  fifty  eggs  each  in 
a  year,  and  pay  their  owners  $2  apiece  profit. 
The  scrub  cows,  kept  at  a  cost  of  $30  a  year, 
made  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  of  butter, 
and  paid  $3.")  or  $40  each ;  the  better  cows, 
bi  tter  fed  and  cared  for,  paid  $70  to  $80  a 
year  each,  and  only  cost  $10  more  than  the 
.vriibs  to  keep.  We  have  proveil,  here  on  our 
farm,  that  it  cost  us  $l..'5r)  a  year  to  feed  a 
hen ;  it  is  commonly  considered  that  it  costs  a 
dollar  a  year  to  keep  a  hen.  How  uuich 
better  to  have  a  good  hen,  feed  her  well,  and 
get  one  hundred  and  fifty  eggs  from  iier,  than 
have  a  scrub,  that  eats  one  dollar's  worth  of 
food,  and  only  lays  seventy-five  eggs  in  a 
year ! 

Read  that  intere,sting  story,  "  This  is  Prac- 
tical Poultry,"  on  page  328,  anil  you  will  see 
the  beauty  of  the  analogy.  Mr.  Xorton  gets 
two  good  dollars  a  year  profit  from  each  hen 
he  keeps,  and  is  going  on  enlarging  hisiplant. 
The  Xebraska  man  says:  —  "My  farm  is 
growing  better  each  year,  and  my  views  of 
farming  have  improved.  This  year  I  intend 
to  build  a  silo,  and  then  I  believe  I  can  do  still 
better." 

That  is  the  spirit  of  progress;  that  is  the 
type  of  man  that  miikes  success.  He  has  no 
complaint  to  make  that  "  farming  don't  pay,'" 
neither  has  Mr.  Xorton  that  "poultry  don't 
pay."  A-hundred-and-fifty-eggs-a-year  hens 
pay  and  pay  well;  it  is  the  seventy-five-eggs- 
a-year-hens  that  "  don't  pay  !  " 


Every  male  not  intended  for  breeding  pur- 
poses next  year  should  go  to  the  shambles  at 
once,  and  the  feed  bill  reduced.  From  now 
until  next  February  the  males  will  be  a  posi- 
tive injury  iu  the  laying  pens,  and  eat  a  big 
slice  from  the  profits,  (iet  them  out  of  the 
way  at  once,  and  let  them  grace  the  dinner 
table  for  the  tuen  at  work  in  the  hay  field. 
Kill  every  surplus  male,  and  be  free  from  so 
much  dead  wood  about  the  hen  yard. — Maine 
Farmer. 


Perfect 

Poultry 

Pictures. 

The  Pictures  of  Typical  I'oultry  in  pairs, 
which  are  appearing  in  KAUM-PoutTRY,  are 
pronounced  by  competent  judges  to  be  the 
best  ever  printed.  They  are  drawn  by  the 
renowned  animal  artist,  Fr.^nklane  L. 
Sewell.  We  have  had  several  requests  for 
these  pictures  printed  on  heavy  paper  suitable 
for  a  port-folio  or  for  framing.  Therefore  we 
have  had  prints  of  them  made  on  heavy  coated 
paper,  size  9i  x  12i,  Artist's  Proofs.  Each 
will  contain  only  one  breed,  picture  and 
description.  The  expense  for  all,  if  gradually 
secured  by  our  readers,  will  never  be  felt,  and 
they  wMll  have  the  most  perfect  coUeotion 
of  poultrj"  pictures  yet  produced. 


WE  HAVE  NOW  FOR  SALE 

Barred  Plymouth  Hock,  Cock  and  Heu. 

White  Wyandotte,  Cock  and  Hen. 

Partridge  Cochin,  Cock  and  Hen. 

Brown  fjeghorn  (S.  Cj  Cock  and  Hen. 

Lilglit  Brahma,  Cock  and  Hen, 

White  Faced  Black  Spanish. 

White  Plymouth  Rocks. 

Silver  Wyandottes. 

Pekln  Ducks. 

Black  Minoreas. 

Buff  Cochins. 

S,  C,  White  Leghorns. 

Price  for  each  breed,  packed  in  a  strong 
mailing  lube,  and  postpaid  to  any  address,  15 
cents ;  or  any  three,  if  ordered  at  oue  time,  30 
cents  in  two  cent  stamps. 

To  Any  Old  Subscriber  who  renews  and 
sends  us  one  new  subscription  to  FAfiM- 
POULTRY  with  cash  $2  for  both,  we  will  send 
three  of  the  pictures  postpaid  free  of  charge 
for  their  trouble. 

Send  all  orders  to 

FARM-POULTRY, 
22  Custom  House  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 

NIAGARA  FARM, 

.WO  Pekln  I)U(•k^.  pick  ..f  Onetiiic-  pen  fv.rnisli 
Indian  Ganic-,  Whiti^  Hc.IIhii.I  Tin  ki-v>,  WhilL-  Cliiua 
Geese.  Hinl-  furni^li.  d  iml  n  hili'cJ:  j.rici  ^  v<-rv  lnw. 
 W.  li.  <  1  KTISS  A  CI)..  Kansi.im  illc.  X".  V. 

1890  1896 

W.  A.  CONGDON. 

Barred  Plymouth  Rock  Poultry,  Incu- 
bators, Rggs,  and  Poultry  Supplies. 

8  page  circular  fi  ec.  Waterman,  III, 

AN  ADVERTISEMENT 

In  the  I'ouliry  Tribune  will  tu  iii^:  you  customers. 

"Out  of  1411  inc|uiries  i-('ci  i\ cd  f\\nu  llie  four  papers 
1  used,  80  were  from  ihe  INniltrv  Trilunie. 

JI.  O.  SEAi::?.  Jr..  Garden  Prairie,  IU." 

You  Make  a  Mistake 

By  uot  Hsinp  space  in  the  Tribune  if  you  are  looking^ 
for  buyers.  ti^amples.  rates,  tes'limoiiijils,  etc., 
mailed  i.ii  ajiplicatlon. 

THE  POULTRY  TRIBUNE,  Frec  i)ort,  IU. 


WANTED  rBurouRj 

*  *    Lightning  Lice  Killing  Machines^ 

at  the  following  Greatly  Reduced  Prices:* 

No.  1  Bnd  2.  $2.50  each;  No.  3,  $  3 IJU;  S  lb.  of  powder  < 
to  go  with  each  machine.  If  you  don  t  feel  able  to  f 
buythe  maehtne^ou  can  at  least  try  lib.  of  our, 
Lightnine  Lice  Killing  Powder  for  65  Cents*  ] 
Postage  Free.  Our  object  is  to  have  you  try  our  ' 
powder  in  comparison  with  others.  We  aim  at ' 
QDAXITY  not  quantity.  Circulars  sent  FREE. 
C.  Sl  p.  SCHILD,  IONIA,  MICH. 


\^UU1  tilt     on  POULTRY. 

1  gal.  will  kill  lice  on  150  fowls  in  a  single  niglit.  Takes 
only  30  miuutes  to  apply  it;  clieapest  of  all  lice 
killers. 

Indorsed  bv  practical  poultrymen ;  }  gal.  35c.;  1  jral. 
50c.:  5  gals.  $■-'. 

THE  ODOKENE  CO,, 
  Box  217,  C  roton  Falls,  K.  T. 


If  one  wi.shes  to  run  a  general  poultry  farm, 
to  always  have  eggs,  broilers  and  roasters  for 
sale,  he  should  keep  three  breeds :— one  of  the 
Mediterranean  class,  for  summer  eggs;  one  of 
the  American  cla.ss,  for  small  roasters  and 
broilers;  and  one  of  the  Asiatic  class,  for 
large  roa.sting  fowls. 


SILVER  SPANGLED 

Hamburgs, 

A  fine  lot  of  voiuiff  stock,  hred  from  prize  winners, 
for  sale:  also  a  few  more  of  last  season's  breeders. 

Address,  H.  Y.  MILLEK, 
  Sugar  Grove,  Pa. 


Regularity,  carefulness  and  cleanliness, 
should  be  the  motto  of  every  poultry  keeper. 


G.IME  BANTAMS, 

BL.\CK  KEDS. 

BKOWN  HET>S. 

I>1  CKWINGS, 
PYLES  .\Nr)  BIKCHEXS. 
Unexcelled  in  .'^tvle,  reach,  color  and  hardness  of 
feather.  C  ochin  Bantams— Whiles.  Hull's,  and  Blacks 
of  the  true  Cochin  type.  .Mso  Boston  Terrier  Dogs 
of  bluest  blood.  Stamp  for  cln^ilar. 

PEIKCE  BROS., 
L,  Box  H.,  n'inchester.  N.  H. 
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Par?vi=  Poultry 


September  IS 


Improve  the  Quality. —  II.  A  Defense. 

By  Mk.  Hdnter.  Written  £or  FARM-roLTLTitY. 


A  correspondent  in  New  York  city  writes : — 
"It  is  hard  to  understand  how  Boston  will  pay 
such  good  jjrices  for  poultry  and  eggs.  Here 
in  New  York  I  saw,  a  day  or  two  ago,  car 
.load  after  car  load  of  flue  live  broilers  sold  at 
ten  cents,  and  I  heard  they  went  even  lower." 

The  explanation  is  simple;  the  car  loads  of 
live  broilers  were  not  •'  broilers"  at  all — just 
"  chickens;  "  and  of  the  lean,  skinny,  stringy 
meated  kind  that  it  is  next  to  impossible  to 
give  away  when  there  is  anything  better  in 
the  market.  Turn  back,  Mr.  B.,  to  the  article, 
"Improve  the  Quality  —  I.,"  page  127,  April 
1st  F.-P.,  and  read  our  account  of  observations 
made  in  the  Washington  market.  The  dealer 
there  saw  customer  after  customer  go  past 
and  buy  something  else,  because  "these  aren't 
good  enough;  all  the  best  is  sold."  It  is  the 
stuff  that  nobody  wants  that  is  sold  at  ten 
cents  a  pound,  (and  even  lower),  because 
those  birds  are  "  stickers,"  go  off  hard.  See 
"  A  Profitable  Poultry  Farm,"  page  310,  Sept. 
1st  F.-P.,  and  you'll  get  the  idea.  If  people 
see  the  desirable  stuff,  they  buy  it  quickly  — 
the  undesirable  stuff,  the  "  stickers,"  nobody 
wants — and  it  has  to  be  worked  oft"  for  the 
best  price  obtainable. 

Our  friend  says,  "  fine  broilers."  We  beg 
his  pardon  for  doubting  his  judgment,  as  we 
did  when  we  said  they  were  not  broilers  at  all, 
— "  were  only  chickens."  The  succulent,  tooth- 
some broiler  is  a  very  diflerent  thing.  It  is 
hatched  for  a  broiler,  fed  for  a  broiler,  kept 
confined  in  a  brooder  house  and  the  very 
small  yard  adjoining,  so  that  it  grows 
"flesh,"  instead  of  cords  and  muscles,  and 
when  split  and  broiled  (or  fried)  it  melts  in 
your  mouth — is  a  dish  tit  for  a  king.  The 
"chicken"  is  a  scrub  to  begin  with,  with  a 
long  line  of  ancestors  that  have  had  to  hustle 
for  a  mouthful  of  food,  and,  having  to  hustle 
for  a  living,  every  atom  of  flesh  which  clothes 
the  very  sparsely  clothed  bones  is  tough  and 
stringy,  is  dry,  flavorless,  and  "  not  wanted  at 
any  price."  These  "  chickens,"  picked  up  here, 
there  and  everywhere,  and  shipped  to  New 
York  and  Boston,  are  "dumped"  upon  the 
market,  and  worked  off  for  any  sum  the 
marketmau  can  get  for  them  —  being  eaten  by 
the  poor  Italians,  Jews,  etc.  Those  are  the 
"  fine  broilers''  which  our  friend  saw  sold  for 
ten  cents  or  lower,  and  which  we  say  are  not 
"broilers"  at  all,  in  the  common  acceptation 
of  the  word.  If  you  want  to  get  the  "  broilers  " 
price,  ship  "  broilers."  Boston  and  New  York 
were  paying  a  good  price  for  "broilers''  at 
the  time  our  friend  wrote;  but  "chickens" 
were  selling  at  ten  cents,  or  lower. 

This  question  of  quality  enters  into  many 
things  in  the  poultry  business.  Note  the  story 
of  Mr.  Norton's  prices,  in  "  This  is  Practical 
Poultry,''  page  328.  It  enters  into  some  other 
things  besides  eggs  and  "  chickens."  Mr. 
Curtis,  of  the  Bdiable  Poultry  Journal,  has 
just  visited  us,  and  told  a  story  about  Mr. 
Wyckoff,  the  White  Leghorn  man,  of  Groton, 
New  York.  We  all  know  this  is  a  great  fruit 
year.  Mr.  Wyckoft'  has  quite  a  lot  of  plum 
trees  in  his  poultry  yards,  which  were  loaded 
down  with  fruit.  Knowing  that  the  trees 
couldn't  ripen  such  a  burden  of  fruit  and  do 
it  well,  he  went  to  work,  (he  and  the  hired 
man,  and  Mrs.  W.  when  opportunity  ottered) 
and  snipped  ofl'aliout  half  the  green  fruit,  the 
total  time  consumed  in  this  thinning  process 
being  about  thirteen  days.  When  the  crop 
was  ripe,  Mr.  Wyckoff  began  shipping  them 
in  peck  baskets  to  Philadelphia,  and  received 
$1.65  per  bushel  for  them.  He  had  several 
neighbors  who  keep  poultry  and  have  plum 
trees,  who  didn't  thin  the  fruit,  and,  as  a  con- 
sequence, could  hardly  sell  it  at  any  price  — 
it  lieiug  small,  defective  in  size  and  shape,  and 
remarkably  flavorless.  Some  of  that  poor 
fruit  was  worked  off  there  in  the  village  at 
thirty  and  forty  cents  a  bushel.  One  day  as 
Mr.  W.  was  driving  to  the  station  with  a 
load  of  his  plums,  a  villager  saw  them,  and 
asked  whathe  sold  them  for.  Mr.  W.  i-eplied, 
f  1..50  a  bushel.  The  man  tasted  one,  admired 
them,  handed  Mr.  \V.  f  1.50,  and  asked  him  to 
leave  a  bushel  at  his  house.  The  next  day 
three  or  four  more  villagers  hailed  him  as  he 
was  driving  through,  and  insisted  that  they 
wanted  each  a  bushel  of  his  fine  plums,  notr 
withstanding  they  could  buv  others  at  thirty 
or  forty  cents  a  bushel;  and  the  third  day  the 
story  had  spread  so  much  he  sold  his  whole 
load,  and  engaged  more,  right  there  in  the 
village. 

Moral :  "  Improve  the  quality ! " 


I  cannot  but  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  some- 
what defend  the  exhibitors  of  many  varieties 
at  fall  shows,  since  I  have  inadvertently 
brought  the  wrath  of  our  good  editors  down 
upon  them.  A  fall  show,  like  Newburgh  or 
Mt.  Holly,  gives  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  to 
many  people,  and  such  a  show  is  interesting 
because  of  the  variety;  and  the  man  who 
collects  this  variety  is  a  benefactor  who  works 
for  love,  as  he  seldom  gets  well  paid  by  the 
fair  managers  for  his  hard  work. 

In  reference  to  the  breeder  or  amateur  not 
many  miles  from  New  York,  whom  I  visited 
last  winter,  whose  name,  however,  I  cannot 
now  mention,  owing  to  the  criticism,  let  me 
say,  that  I  was  much  entertained,  and,  as  I 
am  an  evolutionist,  greatly  instructed  by  the 
many  varieties.  Darwin  would  have  found 
this  breeder's  yards  of  great  help  to  him  in 
the  preparation  of  his  variation  book.  I  saw 
Kumpless,  Frizzles,  Silkies,  Japanese,  Rus- 
sians, four-footed  hens,  crosses  between 
turkeys,  guineas  and  hens,  and  marvellous 
geese.  I  saw  turkeys  of  every  kind  except 
buff—  so  I  said,  "  You  have  no  Buft's."  "  Oh, 
yes,  I  have;  they  are  on  a  farm  five  miles  up 
the  river. "  As  we  walked  through  the  houses 
I  saw  an  exquisite  Silver  Polish  (plain)  pul- 
let, of  a  rare  variety,  as  you  know.  He  told 
me  with  delight  all  about  her,  how  she  had 
attracted  the  attention,  and  had  the  admira- 
tion of  all  the  judges.  I  saw  all  the  Polish 
varieties  (except  Blues)  there.  He  had 
Creves,  Jersey  Blues,  Javas  in  variety, —  and 
in  fact,  I  did  not  know  the  names  of  any 
variety  that  he  had  not,  except  some  Games. 
It  was  a  poultry  show  in  itself,  the  finest  1  had 
ever  seen, —  (I  am  mindful  of  Madison  Square 
Garden,  with  its  endless  pairs  of  Plymouth 
Eocks  and  Wyandottes).  I  never  saw  such 
clearly  marked  Silver  Sebrights  before — and 
indeed,  a  Partridge  Cochin  pullet  was  here 
that  would  have  made  Mr.  Mitchell's  eyes 
open  wide.  And  such  a  Slate  gobbler,  why 
he  almost  dwarfed  the  adjacent  Mammoth 
Bronze.  I  don't  say  that  all  the  special  feed- 
ing for  each  variety  was  observed ;  but  the 
fowls  were  healthy,  and  would  be  hard  to 
beat  by  the  arrogant  winter  crowers. 

It  may  be  well  for  a  man  to  have  not  more 
than  three,  or  even  one,  variety ;  but  when  a 
man  cannot  put  his  entire  fortuue  in  White 
(booted)  Bantams,  for  instance,  is  it  best  to 
have  these  delightful  little  oddities  die  out '! 
I  have  seen  poultry  farms  where  hundreds  of 
a  single  variety  were  raised  —  but  I  was  not 
as  well  informed  as  to  the  wonders  of  bird 
life  as  I  was  from  this  visit  to  such  an  unusual 
variety  of  chickens,  ducks,  turkeys,  guineas 
and  other  odd  birds.  I  once  saw  a  flock  of 
many  over  a  hundred  ButfCochins  and  though 
I  could  not  but  admire  and  be  covetous,  I  still 
cannot  conseut  to  listen  to  the  advice  of  our 
editors,  and  lessen  the  number  of  my  half- 
dozen  varieties  —  so  I  shall  never  be  known 
as  the  Rose  Combed  Black  Bantam  man. 

ELBEliT  WAKEMAN. 

Melincourt,  Mill  Neck,  Long  Island, 
Augu.st  25,  E.  M.,  296. 


Here's  a  Hint. 

A  lady  engaged  in  growing  early  vegetables 
for  the  market  said  to  the  writer  not  long  ago : 
"  I  make  it  an  object  to  find  out  what  my 
customers  want,  and  then  try  and  suit  them. 
If  I  have  anything  new  I  send  a  sample 
around  to  all  the  stores,  and  ask  the  dealers  to 
give  their  customers  some  to  try,  and  by  so 
doing  find  a  call  as  soon  as  I  am  ready  to 
meet  it."  If  poultry  growers  and  egg  pro- 
ducers would  but  do  the  same  thing  they 
would  find  a  good  market  at  their  own  doors 
for  all  the  surplus  they  have  to  spare.  It  is 
because  the  stock  offered  is  no  better  than  that 
hanging  in  the  stores,  or  shown  in  the  -boxes, 
that  nobody  wants  to  be  bettered  at  their 
houses.  What  is  wanted  in  every  village  is 
somebody  who  will  call  around  e\ery  three  or 
four  days  with  fresh  eggs,  be  it  pleasant  or 
rainy,  in  dull  seasons  as  well  as  busy,  aud 
who  can  be  relied  on  to  furnish  just  what  is 
wanted.  Such  persons  can  always  find  a  sale 
for  all  they  can  produce.  The  trouble  is  they 
come  when  it  is  convenient,  but  fail  at  the 
critical  moment,  and  of  course,  confidence  is 
destroyed,  and  nobody  feels  certain  as  to  the 
future. — Maine  Farmer. 


Poultry  Calendar  for  October. 

By  Mk.  Boyer. 

Burn  a  pound  of  sulphur  in  each  pen,  the 
first  day  of  the  month,  so  vou  will  not  forget 
it. 

Clean  up  the  droppings  evei'v  morning. 
Kerosene  the  roosts  aud  nest  boxes  once  a 
week. 

Change  the  litter  in  the  nest  boxes  every 
week  or  two,  and  sprinkle  liberally  with 
insect  powder. 

Scald  the  drinking  vessels  once  a  week. 

We  have  reached  the  season  of  the  year 
when  the  question  of  winter  operations 
becomes  a  serious  one.  There  should  be  no 
time  lost  now  to  get  ready  for  the  season  that 
will  not  only  liring  us  the  trade,  but  give  our 
abilities  a  good  test. 

Again,  we  give  the  warning,  that  now  is  a 
excellent  time  to  whitewash  the  interior  of 
the  buildings,  if  you  have  not  already  done  so. 
Every  poultryman  should  see  that  that  work 
is  carefully  performed  every  spring  aud  fall. 
It  not  only  impro'^  es  the  appearance  of  things 
generally,  but  it  routs  lice,  and  disinfects  the 
houses.  Do  not  let  this  month  pass  without 
having  attended  to  that  important  duty. 

The  fall  agricultural  fairs  annually  attract 
local  breeders,  and  they  are  now  being  held  in 
all  sections  of  the  country.  It  is  indeed  grati- 
fying to  note  the  improvement  in  quality  and 
quantity  of  the  breeds  annually  exhibited. 
The  poultry  displays  at  our  county  fairs  no 
longer  savor  of  dunghillism. 

Now  is  the  time  to  get  the  incubators  and 
brooders  in  good  shape  for  late  fall  and  winter 
use.  Some  poultrymen  begin  hatching  this 
month,  so  as  to  get  out  early  broilers.  In  some 
localities  that  is  a  good  idea;  while  in  other 
parts  the  returns  might  not  be  sufficient  to 
make  too  early  hatchings  au  object. 

Personally,  the  writer  favors  running  the 
machines  the  entire  year,  meeting  all  markets 
—  winter,  spring,  and  the  summer  resort 
trade.  Of  course,  location  has  much  to  do 
with  such  arrangements. 

Better  closely  inspect  all  the  buildings  now, 
and  repair  everything  needed.  It  is  a  mistake 
to  delay  such  work  —  for  very  often,  when 
put  oft',  the  duty  becomes  imperative  at  the 
very  time  when  so,  many  more  important 
matters  are  taking  up  our  time. 

Have  you  arranged  to  advertise  your  stock? 
Better  attend  to  it  without  delay.  Don't  wait 
until  the  papers  are  crowded,  and  competi- 
tion is  the  greatest.  Those  early  in  the  field 
generally  reap  the  richest  harvest. 

Now  is  a  good  time  to  take  in  the  chicken 
coops  that  were  used  the  past  summer.  Give 
them  a  thorough  cleaning,  whitewash  them  on 
the  inside,  aud  store  away  in  the  shed  or 
barn. 

You  will  want  to  begin  early  to  train  the 
young  stock  to  use  the  regular  houses.  If  you 
wait  until  real  cold  nights,  you  may  have 
frosted  combs  to  pay  for  the  delay.  Mr.  Put- 
Off  is  always  in  trouble. 

Get  the  pullets  into  winter  quarters  before 
they  begin  laying.  If  moA'ed  after  they  have 
started,  there  will  be  a  check  in  the  yield. 
Those  April  hatched  pullets  should  begin 
laying  this  month,  if  they  have  been  rightly 
grown  and  cared  for. 

This  is  the  last  month  for  caponizing,  until 
nextApril;  so  if  there  are  any  young  cockerels 
left  that  are  to  be  operated  on,  the  work  must 
be  done  at  once. 


Fighting  Lice  and  Mites. 

I  read  in  a  poultry  paper  that  sassafras  was 
good  to  keep  oft"  lice  and  mites,  so  I  tried  it  as 
directed  ;  but  I  fail  to  see  what  good  it  does, 
only  to  spoil  the  eggs  for  eating  purposes — and 
the  mites  were  really  worse. 

We  all  have  our  own  methods,  and,  of 
course,  we  think  our  way  is  the  best.  My  plan 
is  to  boil  twenty  gallons  of  water  and  one  can 
of  Red  Seal  lye.  I  have  a  trough  just  large 
enough  to  hold  all  my  roosts,  aud  in  they  go  — 
mites  and  all  —  which  gives  them  a  nice  lye 
reception.  Heave  them  for  half  an  hour,  and 
then  take  them  out  to  dry.  When  dry  they 
are  given  a  thorotigh  coating  of  coal  oil.  I  do 
this  twice  a  week  in  sumiuer,  and  once  a 
month  in  winter.         John  L.  Pldmmer. 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

Is  The  Best. 

I  have  been  reading  Farm-Poultry  for 
almost  a  year,  and  think  it  is  the  best  journal 
of  the  kind  published.  H.  G.  S. 

Carnegie,  Pa. 


Broody  I/eghorus. 

Seeing  quite  a  number  giving  their 
experience  with  Leghorns  as  sitters,  I  thought 
I  would  give  you  mine.  I  have  a  flock  of 
thirty  Leghorn  hens  that  I  keep  for  layers. 
They  have  the  run  of  the  farm,  and  get  no 
food  except  what  they  find  themselves  —  so 
they  are  not  overfat.  Among  them  are  a 
dozen  iJrize  winners,  which  are  from  three  to 
four  years  old.  Last  summer  several  of  them 
set  and  raised  broods  of  chicks;  this  year  I 
have  had  six  to  hatch  and  raise  their  young, 
aud  have  two  more  that  are  l)roody.  One  of 
the  hens  stole  her  nest  under  the  barn,  and 
came  ofl"  with  ten  chicks  during  the  month  of 
April.  She  raised  them  all  without  any 
attention  from  me,  excepting  to  now  and 
then  throw  them  a  handful  of  wheat  or 
millet.  I  set  one  hen  in  the  haymow,  and 
she  brought  fourteen  chicks  from  fifteen  eggs. 
These  I  took  from  her  aud  put  in  a  brooder, 
and  reset  her  on  seventeen  bantam  eggs.  She 
brought  out  sixteeu  chicks  from  this  clutch, 
and  raised  twelve  (two  were  killed  by  acci- 
dent, and  two  died  when  small).  I  find 
Leghorus  the  best  of  mothers,  and  have  not 
had  one  to  leave  the  nest.  The  last  one  that 
hatched  a  brood  came  oft"  last  week.  I  took 
her  chicks  from  her,  and  she  adopted  ten 
others  that  were  a  month  old,  their  mother 
having  died. 

I  also  have  a  Bronze  turkey  gobbler  that 
has  a  brood  of  ten  turkeys  that  he  cares  for 
the  same  as  a  hen  would.  At  night  he  will 
sit  down  and  they  will  gather  under  his 
wiugs.  Their  mother  died  when  they  were 
small.   It  is  the  first  of  the  kind  I  ever  saw. 

I  have  a  Buff  Cochin  pullet,  hatched 
January  15,  that  commenced  laying  June  12, 
and  laid  nearly  every  day  until  July  4,  when 
she  went  to  sitting.  I  gave  her  eleven  eggs. 
She  is  as  proud  of  them  as  a  boy  is  with  his 
first  pair  of  boots.  She  weighed  just  five 
pounds  when  she  commenced  laying.  Can 
any  of  your  readers  beat  that  ? 

Champaign,  111.  J.  L.  McI^enzie. 

Chalk  or  Gold? 

Written  for  Farm-Poultk\-. 

Mr.  Hunter's  article,  "  Brassiness  iu  White 
Wyandottes,"  on  page  295,  August  15th  issue, 
has  attracted  our  attention.  It  is  to  the 
point,  very  much  to  the  point,  and  it  should 
be  read  and  re-read  by  that  class  of  breeders 
of  white  fowls  who  are  trying  to  make  an 
inconsistent  Standard  and  an  ever  consistent 
order  of  nature  agree. 

I.  K.  Felch  said,  yeai-s  ago,  in  treating  of 
the  very  same  subject,  excepting  as  it 
applied  to  White  Leghorns  instead  of  Wyan- 
dottes :  "  The  yellow  is  in  the  blood  ;  it  is  in 
the  skin,  and  in  the  quills  of  the  feathers," 
and  so  it  is.  It  is  just  as  preferable  to  the 
chalky  white  color  of  the  specimens  from 
which  it  is  absent,  as  gold  is  to  chalk. 

The  Cleveland  correspondent  is  right.  The 
chickens  that  have  not  the  yellow  cast  are 
weak  in  strength  as  well  as  in  color.  The 
pale  whitish  beaks,  and  sickly  looking  legs, 
and  the  uninviting  grayish  eyes  all  go  with  the 
so  called  "  snow  white"  plumage.  Truly  it 
is  abnormal,  and  not  the  true  color  for  the 
golden  skinned,  golden  legged  and  beaked, 
bay  eyed  fowl,  —  either  Wyandotte  or 
Leghorn. 

Years  ago,  when  the  Standard  makers 
decreed  that  Black  Leghorns  should  have 
yellow  legs,  the  breed  was  driven  to  the  wall, 
for  the  decree  was  at  cross  purposes  with 
nature,  —  fairly  disappeared  from  the  face  of 
the  earth,  aud  the  Miuorcas  superseded  it. 
Later,  we  believe,  the  Standard  was  modified 
somewhat,  but  it  was  too  late  —  the  Black 
Leghorns  had  received  a  lasting  injury. 

The  brassiness  that  appears  on  the  cockerels 
and  cocks  of  the  White  Wyandottes  and 
White  Leghorns,  is  the  golden  tint  in  the 
blood  that  is  drawn  to  the  surface  by  the 
action  of  the  sun.  It  is  a  sign  of  strength  and 
vigor,  and  is  no  detriment  to  utility ;  and  we 
agree  with  Mr.  Hunter,  that  the  great 
majority  of  breeders  prefer  the  breeds  best 
suited  to  practical  purposes,  regardless  of 
their  fancy  markings.  H.  B.  Geer. 

Nashville,  Tenn. 

Do  not  keep  an  egg-sucking  or  fowl-killing 
dog  on  the  place,  no  matter  how  \  aluab!e  he 
may  be  otherwise.  An  animal  that  cannot  be 
trusted  is  of  very  little  worth. 
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bird  that  (  Outruns  any  fraction  of  Kunt  blood 
is  uot  iu  tlie  least  injured  for  breeding 
purposes.  All  that  is  necessary  is  a  little 
more  room  to  work  in;  and  as  regards  it  not 
paying,  it  pays  the  breeder  even  to  look  at 
the  ditTerenoe;  it  pays  the  market  to  ofler  the 
best  of  squabs  for  sale.  Boston  and  vicinity 
are  breeding  some  of  the  largest  and  best 
squabs  ill  the  country.  Why  do  they  do  it? 
Because  it  pays  well. 
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Our  Ck>te — Continued. 

Our  cote  is  now  Kiardeil  in  and  shingled, 
and  now  conies  our  windows;  l>ut  we  shall 
not  coudne  ourselves  to  any  particular  size, 
so  that  we  get  the  benciit  of  warmth  from  old 
Sol's  rays,  to  save  us  the  expense  of  artilioial 
heating.  We  >hall  have  a  >.\ooT  at  one  end  two 
feet  wide,  five  and  a  half  feet  high,  let  in  two 
feet  from  front,  which  gives  us  a  matinir  coop 
on  floor  in  right  hand  corner,  and  six  feet  back 
of  door  for  nests. 

For  interior  fittings  we  arrange  our  nest 
shelves.  Beginning  eight  inches  from  floor, 
we  nail  cleats  on  sidesi  and  back  of  building. 
We  use  boards  for  shelves  one  foot  wide, 
sawed  to  length  and  breadth  of  coops.  As  we 
place  shelves  on  sides  and  back,  nine  inches 
apart,  resting  ui>on  cleat*  one  alxive  another  to 
top  of  building,  we  get  eight  shelves  at  back 
partitioned  with  tniards  every  twelve  inches, 
giving  us  eighty  nesting  places  on  back  side. 
alK>ut  eighty  on  back  end^,  giving  a  nesting 
capacity  of  two  hundred  nests  more  or  less. 
Some  do  not  u>e  the  upper  part  of  >lant— but 
for  utility  we  can  use  every  foot  in  the 
building. 

Many  people  of  the  older  school  dislike  this 
system  of  nests,  as  they  claim  there  is  no 
seclusion,  and  that  you  cannot  keep  them 
clean ;  but  if  a  face  board  six  inches  wide  and 
hinged  is  used  there  seclusion — and  byoi>en- 
ing  can  be  very  easily  cleaned  out.  A  hinge 
six  inches  from  top  and  six  inches  above 
bottom,  fast<'neil  liy  hook  and  screw  eye  on 
the  in.-ide,  makes  a  perfect  nc>ting  place,  and 
being  twelve  inches  square  there  is  ample 
room  for  a  nine  im  h  nest  pan,  and  for  birds 
to  go  in  and  out;  and  after  sfjuabs are  ready  to 
be  markctei.1,  all  there  is  to  do  is  to  use  the 
scraper  and  basket. 

Xo  other  system  of  nests  is  so  economical, 
or  gives  better  satisfaction;  and  it  atTord.- 
more  nests  for  our  forty  pairs  of  birds  than 
any  other  system  can  give.  If  we  care  to  Jo 
extra  work  and  extra  watching,  more  than 
forty  pairs  can  be  successfully  bred  in  this 
cote. 

Of  perches,  there  are  as  many  varieties  as 
there  are  of  pigeons, — earh  advocate  claiming 
great  merit  for  their  respective  favorite,  and 
diflerent  varieties  of  birds  must  have  different 
perches,  or  spoil  all  the  beauty  they  are  bred 
for. 

We  are  not  after  beauty  alone,  so  we  adopt 
what  best  suits  our  means,  and  is  adapted  to 
our  need,  and  the  _v  suits  us  best.  Get  some 
strips  one  inch  thick,  six  inches  wide,  and  as 
long  as  we  like,  as  we  are  going  to  cut  it. 
Xow  measure  ofi'  an  equal  number  six  and 
seven  inches  long ;  nail  the  seven  inch  on  to 
the  six  inch,  making  letter  V  upside  down. 
Then  get  another  strip  four  inches  wide,  cut 
to  the  height  of  front  of  building,  which  is 
nine  feet.  Xail  the  on  to  this  from  back  of 
nine  foot  strip  every  eight  inches,  giving  on 
one  strip  thirteen  perches.  Place  a  strip  of 
these  in  every  available  space  beside  the  win- 
dows, and  nail  to  wall.  When  these  strips  are 
completed  in  this  manner  the  birds  roost  at 
night  one  above  another.  Thus  droppings  do 
not  foul  any  of  them,  and  many  birds  can  be 
kept  where  any  other  perch  known  would 
promote  discord,  and  fighting  would  be  the 
order  of  the  day. 

The  pigeon  holes  we  shall  have  at  each  side 
of  windows,  and  they  should  lie  five  inches 
wide  and  six  high  for  Runts ;  four  inches 
wide  and  five  high  for  Dragoons ;  three 
inches  wide  and  four  high  for  Homers — not 
lower  than  two  feet  above  floor,  as  young 
are  apt  to  get  out  before  they  should,  ani  cold 
air  is  too  near  the  floor.  A  three  inch  shelf 
inside  is  wide  enough,  and  as  wide  as  we 
like  outside,  as  our  birds  love  to  spread  them- 
selves in  the  sun;  and  sunshine  is  essential, 
except  for  some  varieties  of  show  birds, 
which  should  never  be  allowed  this  natural 
pleasure. 


Bad  Colds. 

Many  letters  reach  us  calling  attention  to 
the  prevalent  trouble  most  noticeable  in 
lofts —  prevalent  because  the  season  induces 
it.  and  when,  as  one  correspondent  terms  it, 
••  birds  have  the  snulfles.''  It  is  nothing  more 
in  its  first  stage,  than  a  bad  cold,  resulting 
from  exposure  in  young  ones,  ami  moulting 
in  older  ones.  We  can  but  laugh  in  reading 
some  of  the  recipes  and  cures  in  ourcontempo- 
niries,  and  hearing  the  various  infallible 
cures  advised.  We  remember  last  wint«'r  we 
had  a  cold,  similar  to  what  appears  to  attack 
many  young  birds,  and  every  one  we  met  hail 
a  sure  cure  to  otter;  but  we  could  not  try  all, 
grateful  as  we  were  and  sorely  in  need  of 
relief. 

Moore  says,  "Pigeons  are  subject  to  wheez- 
ing and  cough  during  the  moult,"  and  we 
believe  it ;  but  there  is  one  remedy  we  have 
always  found  especially  helpful.  When  birds 
are  running  at  the  nostrils,  and  ceres  round 
the  eyes  and  mandibles  look  dark,  press 
gently  the  sticky  mucus  from  the  nostrils,  and 
remove  bird  to  a  dry  coop  of  even  tempera- 
ture; put  in  a  convenient  place  a  pan  or  dish 
of  water,  containing  ten  drops  tincture  aconite 
to  one  quart  of  water.  If  the  disease  does  not 
yield  to  this,  and  the  bird  get  brighter  and 
better,  put  two  drops  spirits  camphor  on 
piece  of  bread  size  of  a  bean,  and  give  night 
and  morning,  with  hemp  and  bread  as  food. 
A  small  pinch  of  epsom  salts  is  also  pro- 
ductive of  good. 

If  we  carefully  watch  our  youngsters  we 
shall  find  that  the  progeny  of  old  birds  breed- 
ing together  are  more  liable  to  these  ailments 
than  the  offspring  of  younger  parents,  and 
for  this  reason  it  is  necessary  to  breed  a  bir<l 
ten  or  twelve  years  oM  to  a  mate  of  one  or 
two  summers  only.  A  lack  of  vigor  offers 
inducements  to  all  pigeon  irregularities. 

A  Veteran's  Opinion. 

Mr.  Editor :— I  occasionally  see  a  copy  of 
Karm-Poixtky  at  a  friend's  house,  and  am 
always  interested  in  the  pigeon  matters;  but 
when  you  and  your  readers  have  seen  as  many 
and  produced  as  many  squabs  as  I  have,  you 
will  all  come  to  the  conclusion  you  are  advis- 
ing what  can  never  be  supported.  AVhen  you 
recommend  a  Runt  to  cross  on  a  Homer, 
you  are  adding  unnecessary  meat,  and 
destroying  perfect  breeding  material.  Xo 
market  will  ever  pay  for  the  outlay  of  money 
and  time,  or  the  loss  of  squabs  that  might 
have  been.  J</e  G. 

Vineland,  X.  J. 

M'hat  a  tame  argument  for  a  veteran  who 
has  bred  so  many  squabs.  Contented  with 
contentment ;  no  desire  to  go  ahead  one  step 
even.  This  is  an  age  of  progression,  and 
Fakm-Poultry  pupils  can  prove  it.  If  you 
will  come  to  Xew  England  and  see  us,  we  will 
agree  to  pay  your  fare  among  us ;  to  show  you 
our  market  men  first,  then  the  squabs  we 
breed  for  them  —  and  you  shall  hear  if  a  poor 
squab  is  preferred  to  a  better  one.  Also  we 
will  prove  such  crosses  as  we  use,  increase, 
improve,  and  in  every  way  beautify  breedifig 
material,  instead  of  destroying  it.  The  idea 
of  adding  "unnecessary  meat."  Why  not 
starve  them  for  a  week  or  two  before  sending 
to  market  if  the  object  is  to  reduce  meat?  We 
find  if  we  carry  to  our  markets  six  dozen 
squabs  —  three  dozen  good  ones  and  three 
dozen  better  ones  —  the  latter  are  the  ones  that 
our  market  man  prefers,  and  says,  "  Those 
are  good  squabs;  bring  us  all  you  like  of 
that  quality :  " — but  the  ones  having  no  meat 
on  them  to  spare,  "unnecessary,"  are 
scarcely  noticed,  only  to  be  thrown  aside. 

Since  the  advent  of  Farm-Poultry  squabs 
have  been  steadily  and  surely  growing 
better,  and  each  winter  sees  a  marked  advance 
in  quality  and  numbers —  and  the  breeding 


Questions  and  Answers. 

Tumblers  Don't  Tumble. 

Mr.  EJilor:  —  I  Imve  a  lofi  of  iis  w  ell  breJ  Tumblers 
as  ai.y  oue,  but  afler  luiviiig  tlieiii  coutined  about 
eiKlit  months,  on  working  tliem  again  they  fail  to  per- 
form. Do  you  know  of  any  way  I  can  get  them  to 
tumble  .ijraln?  H.  R.  S. 

I'laiuBelcl,  Ji.  J. 

Confinement,  if  of  long  duration,  would 
entirely  destroy  the  best  performer  that  ever 
lived.  Regular  work  given  judiciously 
improves  any  worker  disposed  to  work.  You 
can  get  all  to  tumlile  that  once  did,  by  letting 
them  out  about  noon  upon  a  day  when  there 
is  but  little  wind.  Draw  out  all  tail  feathers 
except  the  two  outside  ones,  and  as  they  throw 
thenisehes  backward  they  unconsciously  go 
over.  Once  done  they  will  continue.  Keep 
them  a  little  hungry  until  they  again  show 
signs  of  activity. 


What  It  Looks  Like. 

Mr.  Editor :  —  I  liave  a  f  rienii  going  to  England,  and 
I  Inlcml  to  have  him  bring  back  apalrof  good  English 
Runts,  rieasc  describe  wiiat  lliey  look  like,  as  I  have 
not  tlie  slightest  Idea.  Is  tliere  any  duty  on  tliem,  if 
for  l>reedlng  purposes?         ^  J.  S.  H. 

Tj  ler,  Pa. 

To  be  brief,  the  Ruut  looks  like  a  magnified 
common  pigeon.  A  large  bird,  blue,  silver, 
red,  dun,  black  and  chequered  in  color.  The 
characteristics  are  a  bold,  determined,  quar- 
relsome way ;  but  generally  docile  to  every- 
thing but  his  own  family.  There  is  no  duty, 
but  a  new  fad  has  lately  been  introduced.  On 
our  last  two  importations,  when  out  in  St. 
George's  cbaunel  a  demand  is  made  for  a  fee 
by  an  employee  of  the  steamship  company,  and 
on  each  occasion  it  has  cost  us  twenty-five 
shillings  for  something  very  unsatisfactorily 
explained.  In  bringiyg  over  some  Runts  and 
Homers  for  us  a  short  time  ago,  Mr,  Geo. 
Ward,  Bay  View,  Mass.,  met  with  this  expe- 
rience, and  he  no  doubt  is  better  able  to 
eulight<'n  you  in  this  respect  than  we  are — and 
if  you  enclose  a  stamp  he  will  probalily  give 
you  all  pUrticulars.  ' 


Scrub  Commons  Called  Homers. 

Mr.  Editor:  — I  bought  six  pairs  of  what  I  have 
l>een  alloting  on  as  Homers,  and  paid  SI  per  pair.  An 
old  acquaintance  called,  when  to  niy  surprise  lie  said 
as  soon  as  lie  saw  uiy  Homers.  "  Why.tliey  are  only 
good  looking  scrubs,  and  dear  at  twenty  cents  apiece.'' 
Tills  surprised  nie,  as  I  liave  a  letter  giving  me  the 
flying  accomplishments  of  their  parents,  and  never 
having  kept  pigeons.  I  supposed  they  were  as  repre- 
sented. 1  send  Iheni  to  you  by  express  prepaid,  and 
if  they  are  not  as  represented,  please  write  so.  as  I 
shall  iis(t  y«>ur  language  to  gain  redress.        F.  F.  S. 

Plainfleld,  X..). 

Wc  had  to  reply  after  receiving  the  pigeons 
and  looking  at  them  for  a  moment,  "  Birds  are 
here,  and  are  about  three-quarters  common 
pigeon,  and  one-quarter  Homer."  We  are 
sorry  that  any  one  should  get  so  cheated,  as 
this  combination  of  blood  is  little  better  than 
the  ordinary  duffer,  and  we  advise  all  who  are 
starting  to  breed  pigeons  to  seek  the  opinion 
of  some  experienced  person  to  inspect  stock 
when  received,  and  buy  upon  conditions,  to 
be  returned  if  so  far  from  satisfactory.  Any 
honorable  man  will  do  this.  These  birds  were 
Pied  Blues — not  an  uncommon  color,  as 
Homers  are  often  seen  very  grave  departures 
from  established  colors;  but  they  were  little 
better  than  the  common  scavenger  we  see  in 
the  streets  of  every  town,  and  would  be  a  bill 
of  expense  instead  of  a  source  of  income  under 
any  conditions. 

'Tis  a  great  pity  any  dealer  should  try  to 
convince  the  inexperienced  that  black  is  white, 
or  scrubs  are  Homers — and  while  we  do  not 
know  the  name  of  the  dealer  referred  to,  we 
do  know  the  result  is  a  most  disgraceful 
swindle. 


Pouters  Died. 

Mr.  Editor :  —  Can  you  tell  nic  what  was  the  cause  of 
my  pouters  dying?  They  appeared  all  right  in  the 
morning,  and  at  night  I  would  find  four  or  five  dead. 
The  symptoms  wouhl  be  exhaustion,  standing  near  the 
water  fountain.  Tlicy  lost  all  desire  to  cat;  their 
flesh  seemed  to  waste  away  or  dry  up ;  droppings  very 


watery,  and  clung  to  the  feathers  around  the  vent. 
1  kept  tliem  In  a  twelve  foot  coop  divided  iuto  two 
six  foot  pens,  and  never  kept  over  ten  pairs  in  a  pen. 
1  fed  wheat,  peas,  and  sometimes  a  lit  tie  corn,  and  gave 
every  possible  attention.  I  would  like  t«»  know  the 
reason  wliy,  and  if  there  was  anything  I  migiil  liave 
done  to  check  it,  E.W. 
Pittsburg,  Pa. 

We  are  unable  to  tell  the  cause  of  your  birds 
dying;  but  can  attribute  the  trouble  with 
bowels  to  three  causes  as  a  rule.  1st,  a  severe 
cold;  2nd,  new  grain,  (wheat  is  especially 
dangerous) ;  .3rd,  moulting.  AVe  are  of  the 
opinion  the  birds  for  three  or  four  days  pre- 
vious to  being  noticed  were  far  from  well ;  and 
whenever  you  again  notice  acute  diarrhu'a, 
add  ten  drops  laudanum  to  every  quart  of 
drinking  water;  or  milk  to  drink,  instead  of 
water,  will  generally  ehee'K  it. 

AGENTS  wanted  at  the  Ql  akei!  City  Pocltry 
ANU  PiGKOX  FaI!M,  Telford,  Pa.   Write  for  terms. 

30  VARIETIES  Poultry;  V,  Pigeons.  Birds  for 
sale  cheap.  Eggs  $1  per  lo.  4c.  for  fine  catalogue 
Circular  free.  .1,  D.  SOUDER,  Telford,  Pa. 

LAKGE  licalthv  English  Runts  ami  Kiint-Home 
crosses,  f.ir  sale.'  TOM  C.  HILL,  Sliiek-liiniiv.  Pa. 

DBiOOHS  anfl  HOPIEBS. 

Good  stock  at  reasonable  prices, 
G.  R.  BAYLE,       Kace St., Philadelphia,  Pa. 

HOMING   AND   OTHER  PIGEONS  FOR 
S.4XE  OK  EXCHANGE. 

My  Homing  blood  comprises  some  of  tbemostrell- 
able  slrains  iu  the  world.  IJii  ds  with  records  from  2O0 
to  fJOU  miles.  Parties  wanting  tliorouglilv  good  slock  at 
fair  prices  can  relv  upim  my  stud  of  breeders:  also 
other  birds  on  liand  for  sale  at  all  limes.  Circular  for 
2c.  stamp.  Homing  Pigeons  iu  excliange  for  good 
laving  fowls. 

THOS.  "WKKiHT,  Medford,  Mas?. 

COBURN'S 

BARRED  PLYM.  ROCKS 


White  Wyandottes. 

Choice  early  liau-licd  cockerels  and  pullets  for  sale 
In  pairs,  trill,--',  ami  |M  ti>.  All  birds  sold  for  breeding 
are  bred  frnm  our  tit  -i  maliiigs.  of  which  a  pedigree 
HHtord  is  kept .  < 'nrrer-pondence  Mtlicited.  Circular 
free.  F.  A,  V.  COHUKN, 
 759  Stevens  Street,  Lowell,  Mass. 

»   THE  

V  DAISY  and  CROWN 

Bone  Cutters. 
BEST.  IN  THE  WORLD. 

The  $5.00  Hand  Bone,  Shell  and  Corn  Mill. 
THE  CEM  CLOVER  CUTTER. 

Send  for  circular  and  testimonials. 
 WILSON  BKOS..  Easton,  Fa. 

S.  C.  WHITE  lEGHOKS  tOCKEKEI,S, 

hred  from  my  first  prize  pen  at   Boston.  Breed- 
ing birds  $2  each,  Exhibilnm  birds  to  snare:  sure 
winners;  send  for  cir.  .1.  H.  WOODHEAD. 
 Box  '.^26,  Leicester,  Mass. 

$1.50 
Saved! 


The  regular  subscription  price  to 
Farm-Poultry  for  3  years  is  $2.00 
Farm  Journal  for  3  years  is  i.oo 
American  Poultry  Journal,  "j 
Reliable  Poultry  Journal,  ^  .50 
Either  for  one  year  j 

Total  for  Three  $3.50 
Any  party  who  sends  us  a  two 
years  subscription  to  Farm-Poul- 
try and  Farm  Journal  as  above,  also 
a  one  year's  subscription  to  either 
of  the  other  two  at  one  time,  we  will 
for  a  limited  season  accept  cash  with 
the  order  $2.00  for  the  three  —  thus 
you  can  save  $1.50.  Any  present 
subscriber  can  have  his  subscription 
to  Farm-Poultry  extended  for  two 
years,  also  get  F.  J,  for  two  3  ears  and 
either  one  of  the  others  for  one  j-ear 
on  this  basis  if  taken  advantage  of  at 
once. 

Send  orders  and  remittances  to  us. 
I.  S.  JOHXSOX  Jt  CO.,  Boston,  :>Ias8. 
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EDITORIAL. 


Mr.  Babcock's  Eastern  Trip. 

Mr.  C.  A.  Babcock,  of  San  Diego,  California, 
has  just  returned  home  from  au  eastern  trip 
among  poultrymen  —  not  forgetting  tbose  of 
Natick.  Mr.  Babcock  is  an  extensive  grower 
of  lemons,  and  has  added  the  breeding  of 
Felch  Light  Brabmas  to  his  farm  operatious. 
He  thinks  poultry  culture  in  California  is  in 
for  a  boom. 

Business  Booming. 

During  the  past  few  months  both  the  editors 
of  Farm-Poultry  have  been  making  tours 
among  the  breeders  of  New  England  and  New 
York  states,  and  not  only  have  had  the  pleas- 
ure of  seeing  a  grand  lot  of  poultry  of  all  vari- 
eties, but  the  most  marked  enthusiasm  that 
has  been  witnessed  for  some  years  back.  Mr. 
A.  F.  Cooper,  of  the  Prairie  State  Incubator 
Company,  who  has  covered  the  best  part  of 
■;he  west,  has  also  been  giving  our  readers 
some  interesting  descriptions  of  western  plants 
that  are  now  in  operation.  Taking  all 
together,  it  is  quite  evident  that  the  practical 
part  of  poultry  culture  has  been  placed  on  a 
firm  foundation,  and  fanciers  are  looking  for- 
ward to  a  rich  harvest  in  the  fall  trade. 
Practical  and  Fancy  Combined. 

It  is  easier  for  fanciers  to  be  poulterers 
than  it  is  for  poulterers  to  become  fanciers. 
If  the  fancier  will  combine  market  culture 
with  the  fancy,  and  then  cull  his  birds  closely, 
the  culls  will  meet  a  good  market  for  table 
poultry,  and  the  remaining  stock  will  bring  a 
higher  price  as  breeders. 

Exclusive  fanciers  are  becoming  more  scarce 
every  year.  The  combination  is  being  adopted. 
The  sale  of  the  culls  furnishes  capital  to  grow 
the  better  stock,  and  the  sale  of  the  latter 
becomes  a  matter  of  entire  profit. 

Quite  a  number  of  fanciers  have  announced 
that  they  will  discontinue  selling  eggs  for 
hatching  and  turn  their  entire  crop  into 
chickens.  From  this  crop  they  will  select  only 
the  very  best  for  sale  as  breeders  in  the  fall, 
and  the  remainder  will  go  to  market. 

If  a  dozen  of  our  most  extensive  fanciers 
will  test  the  matter  and  report  results,  we 
believe  they  will  have  many  followers. 


Important  Notice. 

A  Change  Due  to  the  Growing  Demands  of 
Our  Patrons,  Wliich  Will  Benefit  All  Our 
Readersi 

The  circulation  of  Farm-Poultey  is  not 
local,  by  any  means.  Its  subscription  list  is 
not  confined  to  the  New  England  states. 
Instead  it  goes  to  every  section  of  the  United 
States  and  Canada,  and  has  subscribers  in 
eveiy  other  quarter  of  the  civilized  world. 

During  the  past  few  years  the  patronage 
from  the  middle  and  southern  states  has 
greatly  increased.  That  is  not  only  so  from 
a  subscription  standpoint,  but,  as  will  be 
noticed,  from  an  advertising  point  of  view, 
also. 

Many  of  our  advertisers  in  that  section  of 
the  country  have  not  been  editorially  noticed, 
for  the  reason  that  it  is  not  always  convenient 
for  the  editors  to  travel  a  great  distance.  No 
one  but  a  journalist  can  have  an  idea  of  the 
value  of  the  time  of  two  editors  upon  a  semi- 
monthly publication  —  especially  when  con- 
ducted upon  such  broad  lines  as  is  Farm- 
Poultry. 

Again,  for  some  time  we  have  noticed  that 
at  least  one-half  the  inquiries  (such  as  we 
answer  in  our  correspondents'  department) 
come  from  readers  living  in  a  warm  or  rather 
mild  climate  —  a  section  of  the  country  where 
conditions  favorable  to  New  England  and  the 
west  would  be  somewhat  out  of  place.  The 
editors,  in  replying  to  the  queries  from  our 
southern  friends,  often  experience  great  diffi- 
culty to  properly  advise  so  as  to  -fit  the  sur- 
rounding conditions,  and,  in  consequence, 
many  inquiries  are  necessarily  not  as  fully 
answered  as  we  would  wish.  How  to  remedy 
the  matter,  so  as  to  give  better  satisfaction  and 
at  the  same  time  influence  new  trade  and  add 
to  the  already  large  subscription  list  which 
Farm-Poultry  enjoys,  became  a  question. 

After  giving  it  serious  thought,  and  consult- 
ing with  the  editors,  we  concluded  to  establish 
a  branch  editorial  and  business  office  some- 
where in  the  middle  states,  near  the  southern 
line.  After  considering  various  points,  we 
concluded  that  a  point  near  Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania,  would  be  the  most  advan- 
tageous. 

Further,  we  decided  that  the  junior  editor, 
Mr.  Boyer,  having  lived  in  that  section  all  his 
life,  prior  to  his  removal  to  New  England  two 
years  ago,  is  better  acquainted  with  the  ter- 
ritory and  the  people;  therefore  the  proper 
person  to  take  charge  of  this  branch  office. 

Mr.  Boyer,  accordingly,  chose  his  former 
home  (Hammontou,  N.  J.),  for  his  head- 
quarters, where  he  will  devote  his  time  to 
editorial  work  on  the  paper  as  heretofore ;  to 
conducting  general  business  for  Farm-Poul- 
try in  that  section;  and  also  for  the  purpose 
of  experimenting  in  broiler  raising  and  egg 
farming,  according  to  the  conditions  of  that 
and  a  still  warmer  climate.  This  latter  step 
will  be  made  just  as  soon  as  all  the  arrange- 
ments can  be  completed. 

Mr.  Boyer  removes  to  Hammonton  on  the 
fifteenth  of  this  month,  and  all  mail  matter 
intended  for  him  personally,  should  be 
addressed  to  him  there.  All  correspondence 
relating  to  the  paper  should  be  sent  to  the 
main  office  at  Boston,  Mass.,  as  heretofore; 
otherwise  delays  may  occur. 

It  is  Farm-Poultry's  intention  to  make 
this  change  a  winning  card.  We  believe  it 
will  better  serve  the  interests  of  our  sub- 
scribers in  that  locality ;  it  will  give  a  better 
chance  to  visit  the  poultrymen  living  there; 
and  it  will  also  be  more  convenient  to  attend 
the  larger  poultry  exhibitions  of  the  southern 
portion  of  the  country. 


In  the  meantime,  our  Mr.  Hunter  will  con- 
tinue his  work  as  managing  editor  of  Faem- 
Poultry.  The  experiments  and  writings  by 
Mr.  Hunter  will  continue  the  same  as  in  the 
past,  for  the  best  interests  of  market  poultry 
raisers  who  read  Farm-Poultry  regularly. 
We  have  no  intention  of  making  two  editions 
of  Faem-Poultry,  — a  northern  and  south- 
ern,—but  simply  desire  to  adapt  the  matter 
to  the  varying  conditions  of  our  great  country, 
so  as  to  make  it  still  more  helpful  to  all  our 
readers. 

We  hope,  by  this  arrangement  to  completely 
cover  the  field,  and  we  know  that  it  will  be 
the  means  of  greatly  Increasing  the  business 
interests  of  Farm-Poultry. 

I.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO., 

Publishers. 

Advertisers  Get  Results. 

Are  Farm-Poultry  readers  cheap  buyers  ? 
That  stigma  has  been  cast  at  us  by  some  par- 
ties for  years ;  but  facts  prove  otherwise.  E. 
B.  Thompson  thought  so  at  one  time,  but  he 
has  since  acknowledged  that.  Farji-Poultry 
brings  him  some  of  his  best  orders.  A.  C. 
Hawkins  does  not  hesitate  to  say  that  our 
readers  want  the  best,  and  are  willing  to  pay 
for  it.  I.  K.  Felch  &  Son  will  show  you  by 
their  books  that  Farm-Poultry  has  given 
them  the  cream  of  their  orders  the  past  year. 
Dr.  F.  E.  Colby  says  Farm-Poultry  sells  all 
the  stock  he  can  spare.  E.  E.  Morgan  says 
his  business  is  increasing  each  year,  and 
Farm-Poultry  is  doing  it  all.  F.  A.  P. 
Coburn  thinks  he  would  have  no  trade  at  all 
if  he  did  not  advertise  in  Farm-Poultry. 
R.  G.  Buffinton  says  that  he  cannot  aflbrd  to 
stay  out  of  a  single  issue  of  the  paper;  he  was 
missed  accidentally  one  month,  and  his  mail 
at  once  dropped.  A.  F.  Cooper  says  that 
Farm-Poultry  brings  them  the  lion's  share 
of  large  orders.  Richard  G.  Young  says 
Farm-Poultry  readers  are  cash  customers, 
and  he  likes  to  do  business  with  them.  And 
we  could  give  a  hundred  or  more  similar 
expressions  from  men  who  have  been  with  us 
for  years. 

The  parties  mentioned  do  not  raise  cheap 
stock.  They  have  the  cream  of  the  breeds 
they  handle,  and  ,if  Farm-Poultry  readers 
were  cheap  buyers  could  they  aflbrd  to  do 
business  with  us  ?  We  are  not  carrying  a 
sympathetic  trade. 

"I  am  advertising  in  So-and-So's  journal, 
because  the  editor  is  a  good  fellow,  and  needs 
patronage,"  said  one  of  our  advertisers  to  us 
recently.  Well,  that  is  sympathy  —  but  is 
it  business  ? 

The  time  is  at  hand  for  advertisers  to  pi-e- 
pare  advertising  copy  and  get  in  their  ordei-s 
early.  There  was  a  big  egg  seasou  the  past 
spring,  and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe 
that  the  fall  trade  for  stock  will  be  equally 
bright.  Delays  are  dangei-ous.  There  will 
be  a  lot  of  choice  stock  placed  on  the  market 
this  fall,  and  the  "  early  bird  is  going  to  catch 
the  worm." 

During  the  past  month  or  so,  both  the 
editors  have  made  tours  through  New  York 
and  the  New  England  states,  and  on  every 
farm  were  growing  stock  that  must  be  sold 
this  fall.  We  never  saw  a  better  average  of 
strictly  high-class  birds  of  all  breeds,  than  we 
saw  on  these  trips.  Fanciers  are  up  and 
doing.  They  cannot  aflbrd  to  cater  to  a  cheap 
trade,  and  for  that  reason  they  are  breeding 
from  only  choice  stock,  for  they  intend  plac- 
ing their  announcements  in  Farm-Poultry. 

Go  and  do  likewise. 

A  Happy  Portrait. 

The  American  Fancier  gives  an  illustra- 
tion of  happy  John  Cost,  of  Hagerstown, 
Md.,  and  the  enterprising  M.  B.  Blauch,  of 
Lebanon,  Pa.,  in  the  comfortable  position  of 
the  latter  sitting  upon  the  knee  of  the  former. 
The  picture  rather  savors  of  political  poultry 
wire  pulling  —  John  went  to  the  Mt.  Gretna 
show  to  draw  patronage  for  the  Hagerstown 
exhibition,  and  the  portrait  in  question  shows 
how  John  explained  the  matter.  If  the  poul- 
try world  only  had  more  Costs  and  Blauchs, 
there  would  be  better  poultry  displays  at  the 
agricultural  fairs,  and  there  would  be  more 
harmony  in  the  ranks,  generally. 


Quality,  Not  Quantity. 

The  amateur  fancier  should  take  a  lesson 
from  the  business  methods  of  the  profes- 
sional. The  amateur  feels  more  proud  over 
the  quantity,  rather  than  the  quality,  of  the 
birds  raised.  If  we  can  have  a  large  number 
of  high-class  fowls  we  are  indeed  fortunate; 
but,  if  we  are  to  catei  to  a  fancier's  trade  we 
must  have  our  birds  reach  a  certain  per- 
centage of  worth  to  be  salable  at  good  prices. 

When  it  comes  to  the  question  of  buying 
breeding  stock,  the  bulk  of  the  dollar  birds 
are  dearer  than  the  bulk  of  those  ofl'ered  at 
three  dollars.  Therefore,  the  price  is  but  a 
secondary  matter  in  the  choice  of  stock.  The 
first  premium  Light  Brahma  hen  at  the  last 
Boston  show  brought  one  hundred  dollars, 
and  the  owner  of  that  bird  can  make  a  big 
profit  by  her.  How  ?  A  fowl  to  command 
such  a  figure  must  be  close  to  the  perfection 
mark;  she  must  combine  qualities  that  are 
hard  to  get.  Therefore,  is  it  not  reasonable 
to  suppose  that  if  mated  to  a  high-scoring, 
or  rather  a  high-classed  male  bird,  the  young 
will  return  double  her  cost  the  first  year  ? 

As  will  be  seen  in  this  issue,  J.  W.  Shaw 
received  one  thousand  dollars  for  the  first  one 
hundred  birds  he  sold  last  year.  Mr.  Shaw 
seldom  raises  over  two  hundred  strictly  first- 
claSs  birds  a  season.  He  aims  high  at  quality ; 
he  at  once  gets  rid  of  all  that  do  not  meet  his 
ideas  of  what  the  Brahma  should  be.  If  a 
man  culls  as  closely  as  Mr.  Shaw  does,  is  it  not 
reasouable  to  suppose  that  when  a  Brahma 
goes  from  his  yards  a  value  goes  with  it  that 
is  worth  all  the  money  asked  for  it  ? 

So  the  lesson  that  the  amateur  fancier  must 
study  hardest,  is  the  one  of  quality.  Far 
better  have  but  ten  choice  fowls  than  one 
hundred  varying  from  very  good  to  very  'ja<l. 
Quality  Again. 
We  considered  the  question  of  quality  in 
"  Improve  the  Quality,"  page  332,  aiming  to 
show  that  quality  made  the  price.  Turning 
over  the  pages  of  a  volume  of  "  Chambers' 
Encyclopiedia, "  the  other  day,  we  became 
interested  in  the  article,  "  Poultry.  "  That 
article  briefly  describes  the  "  fattening"  pro- 
cess carried  on  in  the  Surrey  district,  in 
England,  (which  process  was  fully  described 
in  F.-P.  for  AprD  15th,  May  1st  and  loth, 
and  June  1st, '95),  and  then  says:— "In  Ire- 
land there  is  very  little  fattening  carried  on, 
and  consequently  the  poultry  from  that  coun- 
try are  poor,  and  sell  at  about  the  lowest 
price  on  the  English  market." 

For  "  Ireland,"  read  "the  west,"  and  our 
New  Yoi-k  correspondent  has  his  answer  to 
his  question  about  "  live  broilers  selling  at  ten 
cents  or  lower.  "  Those  broilers,  as  we  wrote 
in  our  reply  to  him,  were  not  broilers  at  all  — 
were  simply  "  chickens !  " 

The  article  we  mentioned  went  on  to  discuss 
poultry  keeping,  and  says :  — 

"  A  very  important  factor  in  successful 
poultry  keeping  is  the  selection  of  right 
breeds;  and  it  is  essential  that  the  produce 
should  be  marketed  as  speedily  as  possible. 
An  egg  two  days  old  is  worth  twice  as  much 
as  when  two  weeks  laid,  a  fact  which  should 
always  be  borne  in  mind,  but  is  too  often  for- 
gotten. In  the  great  cities  and  densely  popu- 
lated districts  there  is  a  constant  demand  for 
fresh  eggs,  and  at  high  prices.  To  secure  the 
best  returns  all  eggs  and  poultry  should  be 
sent  to  market  clean,  well  packed,  and  in  the 
best  possible  condition.  The  supply  of  the 
commonest  varieties  of  poultry  produce  is 
very  large,  and  the  prices  obtained  are  con- 
sequently small,  but  there  is  no  limit  to  the 
demand  for  high  class  qualities  at  remuner- 
ative figures." 
There  is  a  great  truth  concisely  stated. 


MARKET  REVIEW. 

Poultry. —  The  market  is  steady  and  with- 
out material  change.  Western  fowls  range 
from  11  to  l'2c,  but  have  to  be  fancy  to  reach 
the  outside.  Western  chickens  sell  for  the 
most  part  at  11  to  12c,  but  now  and  then  a 
mark  extra  large  and  choice  brings  more. 
Turkeys  in  light  supply.  But  little  northern 
or  eastern  poultry  coming.  Live  stufl'in  mod- 
erate supply  and  steady  demand. 

Northern  and  eastern  chickens,  12  to  17c. 
Ducks,  12  to  14c.  Fowls,  8  to  13c.  Western 
turkeys,  iced,  12  to  13c.  Pigeons,  f  1  to  $1.25 
a  dozen. 

Eggs. —  Keceipts  are  slowly  improving  in 
quality,  but  are  still  running  very  irregular, 
and  have  to  be  sold  at  prices  to  correspond. 

Fancy  fresh  are  bringing  14  to  14ic ;  nearby, 
20c;  eastern,  12  to  16c;  western,  11  to  14c. 
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Merit  Wins 
Its  Own  Reward 

J^KVKR  in  the  history  of  medicine  has  the  demand  ^ 

ualed  $ 

% 


\v)X  one  particular  remedy  for  female  diseases  eq 


that  attained  by  the  Lydia  E.  Pinkham  Vegetable  Com 


hou7id ;  and   never  in   the    history    of    Mrs.    Pinkham's  €) 
wonderful  discovery  has  the  demand  for  it  been  so  great  ^ 
Druggists    write    us    from    all    parts    of   the    country    that  the  $ 


^  call  for  it  is  simply  bevond  their  power  of  understandmg,  and,  best  oi  all,  they 
^  say  it  cures  where  physicians  utterly  fail. 


€ 

S 

From   Maine  to  California,  from  the  Gulf  to  the   St.   Lawrence,    come    the  ^ 

C>  .....         .  C) 

Q|  o;lad  tidinors  of  women's  sufferinij  relieved  by  it.    All  intellieent  women  now  realize  3 

c  ^  ;  .        .        ,  ^ 

$the  reliability  and  value  of  Lydia  E.  Pinkhani  s  Vegetable  Compound ;  they  openly  ^ 
acknowledge  that  it  does  positively  cure  the  multitude  of  painful  ailments  peculiar  3 


to  their  sex,   and   it  is  doing  greater  good  among  the  ailing  women   of  our  age 


€ 

3 
C 

3  ^ 

D         Thousands    of   women    have    written    Mrs.   Pinkham    within    the  last  twelve  $ 

^  .  .  € 

C  months,   saying:   "I   cannot  praise  your    Vegetable    Compound    enough,    and   cry  3 


3  than  any  other  remedy  the  world  has  ever  known. 


3 

§  aloud  to  all  women  that  their  suffering  is  unnecessary." 
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€ 
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€ 
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Merit  alone  can  attain  such  a  record. 


Lydia  E.  Pinkham  fledicine  Co.,  Lynn,  flass. 
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Answers  to  Correspondents. 

Questions  Briefly  Answered. 

[Any  of  the  numbers  of  Farm-Poultry  referred 
to  below,  will  be  s\ippUe(l  at  llie  rate  ol  five  cents 
each.] 

Debility.— (W.  E.  P.,  New  Jersey): 
Debility  is  geuerally  due  to  an  overfat  con- 
dition. 

Charcoal.—  (T.  M.,  Minnesota) :  The 
,  best  cbarcoal  for  fowls  is  whole  corn  burned 
to  a  crisp. 

Free  Range.—  {W.  E.  P.,  New  Jersey) : 
Fowls  having  free  range  are  not  apt  to  over- 
fatten. 

Pork.— (T.  J.  W.,  North  Carolina)  :  Pork, 
cooked,  can  be  fed  sparingly  to  poultry,  but 
beef  is  better. 

Feeding  Seeds.—  {W.  E.  P.,  New  Jersey) : 
We  have  never  known  of  any  bad  results  from 
feeding  vegetable  seeds. 

We-Stern  Paper.—  (B.  C.  F.,  Colorado) : 
American  Poultry  Journal,  of  Chicago,  Ills., 
is  an  excellent  western  poultry  publication. 

Partridge  Cochins.—  (J.  H.  H.,  Penn- 
sylvania) :  The  November  1st,  1895,  issue  of 
Farm-Poultry,  gives  a  full  history,  etc.,  of 
the  Partridge  Cochins. 

White  Wonders.—  (A.  B.  W.,  Maine) : 
The  foundation  cross  for  the  White  Wonders, 
we  are  told,  was  White  Wyandotte  crossed 
on  White  Cochins. 

Inflammation  of  Oviduct.— (B.  C.  F., 
Colorado) :  Inflammation  of  the  oviduct  is 
caused  by  too  high  feeding.  Laying  hens  are 
subject  to  this  when  overtat. 

Mica  Grit.— H.  L.  F.,  Nebraska) :  When 
mica  crystal  or  any  other  hard,  sharp  grit  is 
used,  there  will  be  no  necessity  for  any  other. 

Dunghills.— (C.  H.  S.,  Pennsylvania): 
No  reliance  can  be  placed  in  a  dunghill.  A 
Plymouth  Rock,  or  a  Wyandotte  makes  a 
good  general  purpose  fowl. 

Crooked  Bills.—  (H.  B.  T.,  Pennsyl- 
vania) :  Crooked  bills  in  chicks  may  be  a 
deformity  that  they  inherited.  There  can  be 
assigned  no  positive  reason  for  it. 

Yarded  Hens.—  (H.  L.  F.,  Nejsraska)  : 
All  breeds  will  lay  as  well  yarded  as  when 
given  free  range,  provided  they  are  properly 
fed  and  compelled  to  exercise. 

Geese.—  (J.  F.  L.,  Massachusetts) :  An 
acre  of  grass  land  should  pasture  a  trio  of 
geese,  and  raise  fifty  goslings,  provided  some 
other  green  food  is  also  given. 

Commission  House.— (D.W.  L.,  Con- 
necticut): A.  &  M.  Robbins,  93  to  108  Ful- 
ton Country  Market,  New  York  city,  are 
reliable  commission  merchants  to  ship  dressed 
poultry  to. 

Cold  in  Chicks.—  (C.  W.  P.,  Michigan) : 
When  chicks  have  a  difficulty  in  swallowing, 
and  are  dumpish,  it  is  often  due  to  a  cold. 
Put  a  dozen  homeopathic  aconite  pellets  in  a 
pint  of  drinking  water,  daily. 

Ducks.—  (J.  F.  L.,  Massachusetts) :  A 
grass  run  12x100  feet  would  be  sufficient  for  a 
trio  of  ducks.  A  half-acre  should  be  plenty 
of  room  for  the  old  ducks,  and  also  from 
seventy  to  ninety  ducklings. 

Green  Bone.— (H.  P.  M.,  New  York): 
Green  bone  can  be  mixed  in  the  morning 
mash,  or  it  can  be  given  as  a  separate  noon 
meal.  One  ounce  per  hen,  two  or  three  times 
per  week,  is  the  proper  allowance. 

Fruit  and  Poultry.—  (P.  H.  I.,  Penn- 
sylvania) :  Fruit  and  poultry  make  an  excel- 
lent combination.  The  books,  "  Profitable 
Poultry  Farming,"  and  ''A  Living  From 
Poultry,"  are  devoted  to  such  combinations, 
and  give  much  valuable  information.  We 
will  send  both  books  for  fifty  cents. 

Exhibiting.—  (H.  L.  F.,  Nebraska) :  Buy 
a  copy  of  the  American  Standard,  and  care- 
fully examine  your  fowls.  If  they  average 
well  in  the  requirements,  it  will  pay  to 
exhibit  them.  They  are  apt  to  score  higher 
the  first  year  than  the  second. 

Marking  Chicks.—  (H.  L.  F.,  Nebraska) : 
The  best  way  to  mark  chicks  is  to  use  a 
punch,  making  a  hole  in  the  web  of  the  foot. 
C.  H.  Latham,  Lancaster,  Mass.,  will  send  an 
excellent  instrument  for  the  purpose,  for 
twenty-five  cents. 


Indigestion  in  Chicks.— (T.  T.  H., 
Massachusetts)  :  For  indigestion  in  chicks, 
put  in  a  teaspoonful  of  powdered  charcoal 
in  a  quart  of  soft  food,  daily.  Also,  give 
chopped  onions  twice  a  week,  as  an  evening 
feed,  and  supply  the  chicks  with  plenty  of 
sharp  grit. 


About  Shipping  Eggs. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  Can  eggs  be  shipped  from  the  east  to 
this  coast  with  any  certainty  of  hatching? 
Cascade,  Calif.  J.  B.C. 

Any  time  after  the  frost  is  out  of  the  ground, 
and  all  danger  of  chilling  has  passed  while 
the  eggs  are  in  transit,  eggs  should  hatch  at 
least  fifty  per  cent  when  shipped  from  the 
east  to  a  point  as  far  as  California.  They  will 
even  reach  two-thirds,  if  all  conditions  are 
right. 

But,  for  a  distance  like  that,  we  certainly 
should  recommend  purchasing  fowls  instead 
of  eggs,  for  the  reason  that  the  same  cause 
that  may  prevent  eggs  from  hatching  may 
also  have  a  tendency  to  prevent  those  that  did 
hatch  from  becoming  as  nice  at  maturity  as 
chicks  hatched  on  the  farm  where  the  eggs 
were  laid. 


ISgrgs  Failed  to  Hatch. 

Mr.  Editor:  — I  liad  twenty-live  eggs  under  two 
hens.  Out  of  these  eggs  I  got  four  chicks;  the 
remainder  failed  to  Latch.  On  being  opened  the  eggs 
showed  chicks  in  all  stages  of  incubation.  Can  you 
tell  me  what  ailed  them?  They  were  Brown  Leghorn 
eggs.  O.  W.  K. 

Altoona,  Pa.- 

That  was  a  very  poor  hatch,  especially  for 
Leghorn  eggs.  We  can,  however,  only  sur- 
mise the  cause.  It  may  be  that  the  male  bird 
in  the  flock  is  not  vigorous ;  probably  he  and 
the  hens  are  too  fat.  Again,  it  maybe  that 
the  eggs  were  too  old ;  or,  it  might  be  the 
case,  that  the  sitting  hens  were  at  fault  — 
sitting  too  closely,  or  being  ofl'  the  nest  too 
long  at  a  time  —  all  of  which  have  a  tendency 
to  kill  the  hatch ;  but  the  fact  that  the  chicks 
died  at  diil'erent  stages  of  the  hatch,  rather 
points  to  the  fact  that  the  eggs  were  old,  at 
least  part  of  them  were. 


A  Winter  Duck  Marliet. 

Mr.  Editor:  — I  should  like  to  know  if  you  think 
that  a  trade  could  be  built  up  in  supplying  duck  eggs 
for  liatcliing  in  the  north  during  December,  January 
and  February.  I  understand  that  ducks  do  not  begin 
to  lay  in  the  north  until  February,  and  here  I  believe 
we  could  have  them  laying  all  the  year  round.  Our 
climate  is  cooler  in  summer,  and  warmer  in  winter, 
than  in  Florida.  I  have  only  twice  in  six  years  seen 
the  thermometer  at  43  or  44  deg.  F.,  on  the  grass 
before  sunrise.  Snow  or  ice  is  unknown  to  the  natives. 

2d.  Do  ducks  thrive  in  brackish  water  almost  as 
salt  as  the  sea?  A.  K. 

Andros  Island,  Bahamas. 

We  doubt  very  much  if  a  trade  for  duck 
eggs  during  the  winter  could  be  established 
here  in  the  north,  for  the  main  reason  that 
there  would  be  very  little  demand  for  broiler 
ducks  in  our  market  before  late  spring  or 
summer.  The  scarcity  of  game  is  what  is 
building  up  our  duck  trade. 

2d.  Ducks  will  not  thrive  in  brackish  water, 
as  a  rule.  They  do  best  in  fresh  lakes  or 
ponds. 


Poultry  for  General  Purposes. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  The  winters  here  are  quite  cold. 
"Wliicli  breed  will  be  best  for  me  to  keep  for  winter 
eggs  mainlj'  —  selling  surplus  stock  for  broilers  —  the 
Rose  Comb  White  Leghorns,  the  White  Wyandottes, 
or  a  cross  of  Rose  Comb  White  Leghorns  on  White 
Leghorns  ? 

2d.  Do  the  Rose  Comb  White  Leghorns  lay  as  well 
as  the  Single  Comb  White  Leghorns? 

3d.  Ought  a  pen  of  fifteen  breeding  fowls  furnish 
enough  eggs  to  raise  sufficient  chicks  from  which  to 
select  one  liundred  pullets  for  winter  laying? 

I  want  to  start  with  a  pen  of  fifteen  breeding  fowls 
next  spring,  and  gradually  grow  in  the  business,  mak- 
ing eggs  the  main  feature.  They  will  be  on  a  farm, 
so  can  have  free  range,  if  I  wish. 

4th.  Will  the  eggs  from  W^yandottes  or  crossbreds 
sell  best  in-  Boston  or  New  York  —  and  will  they  be 
dark  brown,  or  light  brown  in  color?  F.  C.  W. 

Richmondville,  N.  T. 

We  should  think  that  the  White  Wyan- 
dottes would  be  the  best  for  your  climate  and 
purpose. 

2d.  The  laying  qualities  of  the  Single  and 
Rose  Comb  Leghorns  are  about  alike. 

3d.  Fifteen  breeding  fowls  should  furnish 
one  hundred  pulletsi 

4th.  Brown  eggs  sells  best  in  Boston  — the 
Wyandotte  eggs  are  salable.  In  New  York, 
white  eggs  (like  those  of  the  Leghorn)  are 
preferred.  The  pure  bred  Wyandotte  eggs 
would  average  a  darker  color  than  those  of 
the  cross  of  Leghorn  on  Wyandotte.  The 
latter  would  be  a  very  light  brown. 


About  Ducks. 

Mr.  Editor:-r  Will  you  kindly  tell  me  how  large  a 
pen  is  necessaiT  for  fifty  Pekin  ducks,  from  the  time 
they  are  hatched  until  ready  for  market?  I  had 
twenty-one  ducklings  in  a  pen  5  x  15  feet,  for  three 
weeks,  aod  when  I  let  them  run  quite  a  number  got 
lame  and  died.  Their  backs  were  hunched  up  like  a 
camel's.  I  fed  them  three  times  a  day  on  H-O,  made 
into  a  mash.  Will  ducks  thrive  as  well  in  a  pen  and 
grow  as  fast  as  they  would  having  a  free  range? 

Shelter  Island  Heights,  N.  Y.  Mss  I.  G.  D. 

A  pen  13  x  13  feet  is  a  good  size  for  fifty 
ducks  up  to  market  size.  Ducklings  that  have 
free  range  do  not  fatten  as  readily  as  those 
yarded.  They  should  be  allowed  in  runs, 
daily,  about  two  or  three  times  the  size  of 
their  pens.  We  believe  the  young  ducks  that 
were  afflicted  died  from  cramps.  They 
should  be  allowed  outdoors  after  a  week  old. 
When  confined  on  board  floors  for  too  long  a 
time  they  are  apt  to  sufl'er  from  cramps. 


Vertigo  in  Chicks. 

Mr.  Editor:  — What  is  the  trouble  with  some  of  my 
chickens?  They  start  to  run,  and  fall  down.  It  set 
upon  their  feet  they  will  go  for  a  little  while,  and  fall 
again,  and  so  on  until  they  lose  all  control  of  their 
legs.  They  don't  lose  entire  control  of  their  legs,  for 
they  can  kick  vigorously  vrhile  lying  on  their  sides, 
but  cannot  get  up  again.  They  grow  worse  and 
worse,  and  at  last  I  find  them  dead.  When  I  pick 
them  up  they  tremble  all  over,  but  more  especially  in 
their  legs.  They  will  eat  aud  drink  what  is  set  before 
them,  and  digest  it  perfectly.  The  chickens  are  about 
eight  weeks  old  S.  H.  E. 

Providence,  R.  I. 

The  trouble,  no  doubt,  is  vertigo.  Either 
the  parent  stock  have  been  inbred,  or  the  food 
(like  corn  meal,  for  instance)  has  overstimu- 
lated  them,  so  that  the  blood  rushes  to  the 
head.  If  chicks  are  forced  too  fast,  and  thus 
overfed,  the  same  trouble  is  common.  It  is 
very  difficult  to  treat  young  chicks,  especially 
for  this  trouble,  and  the  only  remedy  we  know 
of  is  to  put  a  dozen  pellets  of  the  homeopathic 
remedy,  belladona,in  a  pint  of  drinking  water, 
daily,  for  about  a  week. 

ENCOURAGEMENT 

ADVERTISERS. 

Very  many  Farm-Poultry  readers  have 
just  as  good  stock  as  the  majority  exhibited  at 
the  large  shows  last  winter.  They  can  just  as 
well  sell  bi'eeding  pens  or  young  stock  at  a 
good  price,  as  other  breeders. 

To  encourage  such  we  will  insert  in  Farm- 
Poultry  classified  ads  in  the  Buyers'  Direc- 
tory for  25c.  per  line.  The  regular  price  for 
such  space  is  30  cents  per  line. 

You  can  get  about  seven  ordinary  words 
into  a  line. 

Make  a  beginning  now.  Many  of  our  large 
advertisers  commenced  small,  but  do  not  now 
hesitate  to  use  one,  two  or  more  inches  every 
issue.  Get  our  readers  familiar  with  your 
name  and  stock  by  advertising  the  same, 
and  thus  add  to  the  profits  of  your  poultry 
business. 

Send  copy  and  cash  with  order  to 

I.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO., 
22  Custom  House  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Breeders  and  Marketmen. 


OUK  BEQUESTS:  —  We  make  two  requests  of  our 
Subscribers.  One  is  whe^i  writing  our  Advertis- 
ing payrolls  always  mention  FARM-POULTRY. 
Another  is  if  yoii  as*  them  questions,  alirays  inclose 
a  stamp.  If  you  observe  both  of  these  regue.^ts  it  will 
benefit  you  amazingly.  It  shows  that  you  mean  business. 
Remember,  "Molasses  will  catch  more  flies  than 
vinegar,^^  and  those  who  observe  it  are  sey'ved  first. 

A  BAD  WICK  is  worse  than  none.  Use  only  the 
Sunlight  Carbon.  10  cents  for  sample.  S.  G. 
Robinson,  printer  F.-P.,  29  Purchase  St.,  Boston. 

A  CHANCE  FOK  SOMEONE  either  to  buy  a 
good  poultry  business,  or  to  put  some  money  in 
and  run  it  on  shares.  Owner  going  lo  city.  Good 
city  trade  established.  C.  M.  T.,  East  Patch- 
ogue,  Sufit.  Co.,  N.  Y. 

A.  P.  ALLEN,  Meadville,  Pa.,  will  spare  a  few 
breeding  pens  of  4  hens  and  1  cock'l  each,  S.  C 
White  Leghorns  and  R.  C.Brown  Leghorns:  price 
S6  for  a  pen  of  5.  Barred  P.  Rocks,  $6.50  a  pen 
Silver  Wyandottes  and  Light  Brahnias, $7.50 a  pen. 
Silver  Spangled  Hamburgs,  So  a  trio.  White 
Cochins,  %b  a  trio.  Pekin  Ducks,  $3.50  a  trio  If 
interested  in  above  varieties  these  are  bargains. 
Send  for  circular. 

A  KAKE  CHANCE.  To  make  room  for  my  young 
stock,  will  sell  2  breeding pensBarred  Eockscheap 
for  quality  of  stock.  Each  pen  headed  by  a  cock'l 
scoring  pointB.  For  particulars  address,  F. 
A.  Quimby,  Ea.  Rochester,  N.  H. 

AT  NEW  YORK  3  times  winners;  14  other  large 
shows.  For  sale  now  line  breeders  at  a  sacrifice  of 
Bar.  and  Wh.  Rocks,  Rose  and  S.  C.  B.  Leg.,  Bl. 
Langshans.  Light  Brahmas  and  P.  Ducks.  Early 
show  birds.   W.  W.  Kulp,  Pottslown,  Pa. 


BARRED,  and  W.  P.  Rocks  exclusively.  Afew  one 
year  old  breeders  for  sale  Also,  fine  young  stock 
alter  Aug.  I.  Write  your  wants.  Satisfaction 
guaranteed.  Motto,  The  golden  rule.  l!.vergieen 
Pt.  Yards,  H.J.  Curtis, KedHookonHudson,N.Y. 

BELGIUM  HARES  for  exchange.  Wanted,  double 
hbl.  shot  gun  and  bee  supplies.  G.  D.  Dawson, 
Springdale,  Conn. 

BLACK  LANGS  HANS.  Fine  April  cock'ls  for  sale. 
Eggs  S2  per  15.  Pure  Black  Leghorn  eggs  $1  per 
15.  Mrs.  F.  A.  Coates,  Mystic,  Ct. 

EGGS  FOK  HATCHING  from  2-yr-old  thorough- 
bred Barred  Plymouth  Rock  hens,  seleated  stock ; 
high  grade  eggs  at  low  prices,  $1.50  per  sitting; 
incubator  eggs,  55  per  100.  John  C.  Williams,  308 
Walnut  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

EXCHANGE:— Good  wagou,  Mannbonecutt'r,B.P. 
R'ks.  Want  bicycles.  M.M.  Palmer,  Hindsdale,Ill. 

EXTK.4.  fine  B.P.  Rock  pullets  and  cockerels.  Bradlev 
str;  early  hatched,  $1.  W.  J.  Kilts,  Milford,  N.  Y. 

FINE  Langs,  cock'ls.  April  hatch  $1.50  each, K.  &  S. 
strain.  J.  H.  Roushkolb,  Sta.  G,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

FOR  SALE,  Pekin  Ducks,  Weber  Bros.^iid  Rankin, 
$5  per  trio.   J.  G.  Brooniall,  Asliburne,  Pa. 

GOLDEN  WYANDOTTES,  from  my  high  scor- 
ing winners.  Ready  to  ship  Oct.  1st.  See  Silver 
Wyandotte  advt.   John  C.  Jodrey, Danvers, Mass. 

I  HAVE  some  nice  1S9K  breeders  of  Golden  aud  Buff 
Wyandottes  and  \\'liito  Mdiideis,  which  1  will 
e.Kchauge  low  for  cash  or  a  rii  st  class  work  harness, 
or  other  salable  mdsc.  No  live  stock  or  incubators 
desired.  F.  S.Tenney,  Box  5,  Peterboro,  N.  H. 

ROSE  C.  B.  LEGHORNS,  specialty  10  years. 
Circular  free.  J.  L.  Randolph,  Bartlett,  Ohio. 

SILVER  WYANDOTTES.  Highest  awards  at 
Boston,  '96,  aud  elsewhere.  400  chicks,  in  lots  to 
suit.  Order  choice  birds  now.  14  years  a  breeder 
of  Silvers.  John  C.  Jodrey,  Danvers,  Mass. 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES  and  Narragansett  Tur- 
keys. W.  E.  Mack,  Woodstock,  Vt. 

WHITE  Wyandottes  exclusively,  brown  egg  strain. 
Eggs  $1, 13.  Eggs  for  incubator  $5,100.  lOOO  young 
birds  for  sale.  P.  D.  White,  North  Attleboro,  Mass. 

WILL  EXCHANGE  Pekin  Ducks  for  Golden 
Wyandotte  cockerels,  or  Dark  Brahma  pullets. 
James  H.  Corwitli,  Water  Mill,  L.  I.,  N.  Y. 

YOUNG  STOCK  and  yearlings,  B.  Minorcas,  W.  P. 
Rocks,  Pekin  Ducks.  E.  P.  Oyster,  Box  66, 
Washingtonville,  Pa. 


Build  a  Monument  for 


THE  GREATEST 

Red  Raspberry  on  Earth. 

Loudon  new  Red  Raspberry  has 
surpassed  all  previous  records  this 
year  (1896.)  It  is  Monarch  of  the 
Garden  and  Field. 

C.  A.  GREEN. 


From  one  and  one-lialf  acres  here  (1896)  we  liave 
sold  to  date  (July  20rh)  S357.00  worth  Loudon  red 
raspberries,  and  there  are  SSO.OO  worth  now  on  the 
bushes.  The  total  sold  was  4,731  quarts  (over 
147  busliels.)  This  crop  of  fruit  lias  been  secured 
on  plants  grown  from  propaijation,  and  not  for  fruit, 
and  on  poor  soil.  The  young  suckers  allowed  lo 
grow,  aud  soil  was  cultivated  only  one  way,  not  iioed. 
At  our  faim  the  size  and  yield  was  immense.  Loudon 
bnats  the  world.  It  is  superior  to  C'ulhbert  hardi- 
ness, size,  brighter  color,  tirmness  aud  quality.  A 
large  fruit  grower  here,  who  has  been  incredulous, 
says  he  is  convinced  tliat  Loudon  is  more  profityble 
than  Cuthbert,  aud  he  will  plant  all  the  Loudon. 
From  various  parts  of  the  county  we  get  word  tltat 
Loudon  is  ahead  of  all  competitors. 

It  is  the  King  Berry.  It  defies  competition. 
It  is  the  coming  fruit.  It  is  the  Colossus  of  the 
fruit  stands. 

If  every  fruit  grower  in  the  U.  S.  and  Canada  could 
call  now  "aud  see  the  Loudon  in  full  bearing  on  our 
farms,  they  would  exclaim  as  we  do —  "-There  ip  only 
one  Red  Raspberry,  and  that  is  the  London."  It  is  as 
near  a  perfect  red  as  I  ever  expect  to  see. 

M.  A.  Thayer,  Wisconsin. 

July  20,  1896. 

Where  the  soil  is  moist,  deep,  (not  rich)  the 
berries  on  plants  set  one  year  ago  are  as  large  as 
average  strawberries.  The  bushes  are  loaded  from 
bottom  10  tip.  E.  H.  Burson. 

Prices,  $1  per  12,  postpaid;  $4  per  50;  $8  per  100; 
lirice  per  1,000  given  on  application.  Catalogue  free. 
Fall  best  time  to  plant. 


ROCHESTER,  N.  Y. 

Currant,  Gooseberry  and  Pear  Culture  free* 


K.A. R M -  F»OT  T T.TR Y 


V.\7 


F«*«lln|E  Meat  Kvtrjr  Day. 

^' '  "^^  ~  tv  w hv  ho  tx^nsuier^ 

-la  fvfry  other  day, 
-1?  Thst  Is,  why  is 
.1  i;rv'au*i  uu -n  tiaily  f.-r  a  certain 
.'^  as  ffx^^  or  belter  tliau  one  pint  every 
^  M.  N. 

Tbe  writer,  the  junior  etlitor.  has  ahvsys 
jiver,i4:*<l  an  ounce  of  ground  moat  every  other 
Jay  ti>  each  fowl:  yet  he  sees  no  difference  in 
dividing  that  amount  aiuong  t»o  days.  Or. 
in  other  wonis.  there  would  be  no  harm  in 
givini;  a  half-ounce  every  day  instead  of  the 
full  ounce  every  other  day.  The  only  objevt 
the  writer  had  in  missing  every  other  day  w  ith 
the  meal  diet,  was  to  substitute  something 
else.  like  mixing  milk  with  the  mash,  feeding 
boiled  potatoes,  or  adding  Sheridan's  Con- 
dition Powder.  To  feed  the  full  quantity  of 
meat  every  day,  would  soon,  overfatten  the 
stock. 


The  Chicks  "  Bunch  l"p." 

Mr.  Editor:  —  I  Itave  S4ime  chickens  aN>ut  two  and  a 
half  months  olil.and  all  of  a  su.lden  they  heirlD  to 
-bunch  up."  and  in  a  few  days  they  are  dead.  I  do  not 
thint  It  is  lice,  for  I  have  jrreased  their  heads  witli 
lard.  E.  H.  B. 

Bridjewater,  Mass. 

By  '*  bunching  up."  no  doubt,  our  corre- 
spondent means  standing  in  a  ilroopy  position, 
with  tbe  feathers  ruffleii.  We  believe,  that, 
notwithstanding  tbe  beads  of  th^  chic)*;  have 
been  anointed  with  lard,  the  lice  remain.  In 
all  probability  there  are  several  of  the  large 
gray  fellows  hid  in  the  feathers  along  the 
throats  of  the  chicks,  and  they  are  sapping 
the  life  out  of  the  birds.  Make  a  close  exam- 
ination, and  do  not  be  afraid  to  use  insect 
powder  liberally. 


May  Be  RheamatiAni. 

Mr.  Editor:— <»ne  of  my  pull«'ts.  a  Barre«l  Ply- 
tnoutb  I:  ■■■•me  weak  in  ber  Ie)fs,    She  is 

^a.lu-i  -e.  Wliat  is  the  trouble? 

Terr.  a.  J.I,. 

It  may  be  a  case  of  rhcninatism.  Bathe  tbe 
legs  daily  with  a  good  strong  liniment,  and 
give  a  blood  purifier.  For  that  purpose.  Par- 
sons' Purgative  Pills  are  excellent.  If  the 
fowl  is  very  fat.  reduce  her  feed,  and  sul>- 
stitute  plenty  of  green  food,  (iive  no  corn  or 
anything  fattening.  Keep  tbe  lame  hen  away 
from  a  male  bird,  as  bis  attentions  will  aggra- 
vate tbe  trouble,  and  often  end  fatallv. 


A  Partnership  Question. 

Mr.  Editor:  — If  A  furai-*-  .-.  im-nbators. 

bro.:Hlers.  feed,  etc.,  and  V>  :  .  »  anj  per- 

forms all  the  labor,  raising'  t-<l  riiickens 

and  dacks.  and  wtnterlnfr  al-".ui  t^^"  hundred  bead, 
what  shoDld  be  A's  share  of  the  profits  ? 

2d.  If  B  furnishes  fee<1  In  addition  to  stock  and 
labor,  what  sboold  l>e  A'ft  sliare  of  Itie  profits? 

BallslonLake.X.T.  G.  S. 

In  the  first  question,  we  cannot  see  how  a 
much  more  satisfactory  arrangement  could  be 
made  than  to  have  equal  partnership.  Tbe 
labor  covers  a  vast  amount  of  time;  at  the 
same  time,  the  "  tools are  also  important. 

In  tbe  second  question,  we  think  B  should 
be  paid  for  the  eggs  he  furnishes,  and  tbe 
rest  of  the  money  equally  divided. 


Contamination . 

Mr.  Editor:  — Will  three  Plymouth  Hock  pallets, 
running  with  a  thoroughbred  Minorca  cockerel  and 
seven  thoroughbred  pullets,  in  any  way  aflTect  the 
chicks  hatche<i  fn.ra  the  Minorca  egjjs?  I  have  been 
told  that  it  will  make  them  inipnre.  but  cannot  see 
how  it  can.  H.  B. 

Bavenna.  Ohio. 

Ko,  the  purity  of  the  Minorca  eggs  are  not 
affected  by  tbe  presence  of  tbe  Plymouth  Rock 
hens  in  tbe  same  flock,  and  headed  by  a  pure 
Minorca  male  bird.  We  know  that  every  now 
and  then  some  writer  crops  out  on  that 
theory,  but  we  have  yet  failed  to  see  the 
matter  proved.  This  subject  of  contamina- 
tion, even  on  the  male  side,  is  often  overdrawn. 
We  doubt  if,  after  ten  days  from  the  time 
the  male  is  removed,  any  impurity  remains 
that  would  be  transmitted  to  tbe  voung. 


Hen  Malieg  a  Wheezing  Xoise. 

Mr.  Editor:  — I  have  a  sitting  hen  on  eggs,  that 
makes  a  wheezing  sound,  similar  to  that  produced  by 
a  person  who  Is  snoring.  She  also  holds  her  hill 
partly  open,  and  seems  to  find  a  little  diflieiiUy  in 
breathing.  She  will  not  come  off  the  nest,  so  I  do  not 
know  how  to  treat  her.  W.  F.  G. 

Baltimore.  Md. 

Tbe  bird  is  suffering  with  a  touch  of  bron- 
chitis, due  to  some  exposure  to  damp  or  wet 
weather.  For  this  trouble,  Dr.  Sanborn,  in 
'■Farm-Poultry  Doctor."  says:  '-In  tbe  first 
stages  of  bronchitis  an  effort  should  be  made 
to  abort  the  trouble.  This  is  done  by  giving 
aconite  —  one  drop  of  the  tincture  every  hour 
for  five  hours,  and  then  once  in  three  hours. 


If  the  bird  can  be  kept  in  a  moist  warm  air, 
it  will  help  in  soothing  the  engorged  mem- 
branes. The  food  should  be  a  hot  m:tfh  of  at 
le.ast  one-half  bran. 

"  If.  under  any  treatment,  the  disease  pro- 
sresses  into  the  chronic  stage,  (and  this  you 
will  have  no  difficulty  in  telling  by  tbe  pecu- 
liar rattle  that  we  have  all  beard  at  times  when 
visiting  the  poultry  house  after  darkK  then  a 
different  line  of  treattneut  will  be  required. 
The  best  is  the  use  for  weeks  of  a  little  pill 
made  of  strychnine,  iron  and  quinine,  known 
as  '  Dumas  antimalarial.'  One  pill  should  be 
given  morning  and  night,  tlood  care  and  the 
use  of  this  pill  will  cure  nine-tenths  of  these 
cases." 

The  junior  editor  has  successfully  treated 
bronchitis  by  slightly  acidulating  the  drinking 
water  with  ten  drops  each  of  sulphuric  and 
nitric  acid ;  and.  also,  giving  daily  two  or  three 
drops  of  Johnson's  Anodyne  Liniment  in  a 
teaspoonful  of  glycerine.  Tbe  latter  will  be 
found  useful  in  allaying  the  irritant  symptoms. 


Poultry  at  Costa  Rica> 

Mr.  Editor:  — Is  it  practicable  to  e.\|>ort  eggs  for 
hatching?  Uo  tliey  stand  the  sea  nine  days  from  New 
York  to  I'ort  Simon? 

2d.  Is  It  necessiiry  for  laying  hens  (kept  in  fri^e 
range)  to  give  tltem  any  anunal  f*>od  or  Slu-ri»ian's 
Condition  Powder  —  and  can  this  last  one  be  given  in 
a  raw  mash  of  bran  ? 

3«i.  What  Is  the  use  of  giving  them  grit?  Is  li 
indis)>ensable  for  laying  hens? 

illi.  Do  you  think  poultry  raising  very  dillieult  in 
a  malaria  country  ? 

.'>th.  Have  you  any  spi-cial  books  for  poultry  raising 
in  hot  climates,  and  s|iecially  for  egg  production? 

C<istaRica.  M.L. 
It  is  possible  to  ship  eggs  a  long  distance 
and  have  them  hatch  a  good  per  cent,  but  it 
is  generally  very  unsatisfactory.  Eggs  have 
been  imported  to  the  United  States  from 
England,  and  made  a  fair  batch;  but  it  is  not 
always  advisable  to  do  that.  It  would  be  far 
more  satisfactory  to  handle  birds  on  a  long 
distance. 

2d.  If  fowls  can  gather  insects  in  their 
range,  other  anim:il  food  will  not  be  strictly 
necessary.  As  for  Condition  Powder,  tb:it  is 
a  tonic.  It  is  jiossible,  we  :idmit,  to  keep 
fowls  without  it;  but  there  are  times  when 
something  must  be  given  to  lone  the  system 
—  that  is,  if  we  want  to  keep  poultry  for 
profit.  The  powder  can  be  mixed  in  the  raw- 
mash,  providing  it  is  slightly  moistened  so  as 
to  hold. 

3d.  Grit  is  necessary  to  cut  and  grind  the 
grain  in  the  crop.  It  must  be  hard  and  sharp. 
When  deprived  of  the  suitable  article,  fowls 
become  dyspeptic,  and  end  their  career  in 
liver  trouliles. 

4th.  Poultry  raising  in  a  malarial  country 
may  not  be  so  great  a  drawback  so  far  as  the 
fowls  are  concerned,  as  it  will  be  for  the  man 
in  charge.  Tbe  influence  of  malaria  is  apt  to 
take  tbe  grit  "out  of  the  man*,  and  he  will 
become  lazy  and  neglectful.  Malaria  invites 
"the  blues,"  it  unnerves  a  person,  and  it 
makes  one  apprehensive. 

5th.  Tbe  books,  "Profitable  Poultry 
Farming,"  and  "A  Living  From  Poultry," 
are  complete,  and  will  serve  as  valuable 
guides  in  all  climates. 


Keeping  a  Small  Flock. 

Mr.  Editor:  — I  intend  to  keep  about  a  dozen  hens 
and  a  rooster,  and  have  a  hen  house  erected  in  a  large 
barnyard  where  there  is  a  large  pile  of  manure. 
Please  tell  me  what  kind,  and  how  much,  food  I  should 
feed  them,  as  I  want  them  for  eggs  only. 

2d.  What  kind  of  perches  would  you  advise  nie  to 
put  up  — flat  or  round? 

ad.  How  many  nests  would  you  advise  me  to  put 
up  for  twelve  hens?  Perhaps  1  had  better  stale  that 
I  intend  to  keep  Plymouth  Rocks  and  While  Leghorns. 

4lb.  What  makes  the  best  kind  of  "  grit. and  is 
there  need  of  it?  C.  E.  S..  Jr. 

Saint  Paul,  Minnesota. 

If  the  fowls  have  range  in  the  barn  yard, 
they  will  no  doubt  gather  considerable  food 
from  tbe  manure.  If  kept  supplied  with 
fresh  water  and  green  food,  about  the  only 
food  necessary  will  be  wheat  alternated  with 
oats.  A  little  of  this  food  can  be  given  in  the 
morning,  and  double  the  amount  at  night. 

2d.  "We  prefer  flat  perches,  as  they  give 
the  fowl  a  better  chance  to  spread  the  feet, 
instead  of  keeping  them  in  a  cramped  position. 

3d.  Two  or  three  nests  are  all  that  will  be 
necessary. 

4th.  Any  hard  sharp  substance,  cut  up  not 
larger  than  an  average  grain  of  corn,  will 
make  good  grit,  Grit  is  a  very  necessary 
article  in  the  poultry  yard,  and  where  there  is 
a  lack  of  it  indigestion  and  liver  troubles 
prevail. 


Buyers'  Directory. 


CLASSIFIED  ADVERTlSESfEyTS  on/y  ttiM  be 
printed  xind^  this  heading;  no  advertisement  admitted 
containing /t-ssi  than  TWO  Knes;  uo  display  other  than 
the  inifiaf  worrf  or  name  aOuired;  no  Nmit  to  length  of 
ad.;  an  adverfi.<er  can  divide  his  copy  and  put  the 
matter  under  as  many  hextdings  as  he  tcixhes;  all  space 
used  except  classified  headline^  to  be  charged  at  a 
uniform  price  of  25  €»nt8  per  line,  each  and  every 
insertion;  no  less  price  per  line  for  any  number  of  lines 
or  times  inserted;  copy  trill  be  changed  often  as  desired; 
about  seven  ordinary  tcords  trill  make  a  line;  all  parts 
of  lines  charged  as  one  full  line;  the  headlines  icifl  be 
arra/Kjed  alphabeticaUy,  as  in  a  ^'business  directory." 

BANTAMS. 

4  L,L  V.AKiKTlliX  .  x.  ipt  G:ime.  Pleased  to 
^  %    show  them.        \\  .  \V.  (  l..iiyh.  .Meilway.  .Mass. 

BONE  CUTTERS. 

fuller   received  award 
Websler   ,t    1 1  uiii'iu  m.  Cazenovia,  N.  Y. 


Ol"KS  Ihe  oiilv  l:oin- 
Wolhrs    Fair.     \\  ril. 


BOOKS. 


THK  POfLTUV  Ari-lnui  I.  117  illustralions,  $  .25 
Btveder's  Kgg  lU-cord  and  Aci'ounl  Itook,  .25 
Int^ihalors  and  Hrooilers.  Ht>\v  to  to;0<e  them,  :2o 
The  PIvmouth  Uofk.  H'lonjih)  illuslratcd,  .15 
The  Wvamiolle,  (I'lough)  illustiaud,  .15 
American  Sutindard  of  I'erfeolion  i  latest  edition),  1.0(1 
I'hllosophy  of  .ludging  FcavIs  <illuslraled),  l.Wl 
Tlie  alMive,  or  any  tither  book  promptly  mailed  on 
receipt  of  price  hv 

II.  A.  Kuhns,  Box  400,  Atlanta,  Ga. 


BRAHMAS. 


^INE  March      B. »■■  •ckcrcK. rarly  laying  strain. 
I.itMTly  INtulii  y  K;tnn,  \i<>x  is.'HaiTington,  N..I. 


BREEDING  STOCK. 


B 


HITK  Wvaiulotu- and  l.l.  Hi  ah.  eoi-kerels  and 
liree.ling  ..I'k  ?1  up.  1).  I{.  I.anilu'll,  Wiltop.  (I. 
AKGAINS  in  it.  P.  Rocks  ami  I!.  I.angshans. 

W.  S.  I.lhhev,  WhiUtielil,  N.  H. 


c 


OCKKKK1..S,  $1  each.  March  and  April  hatchc.l, 

1,1.  Hralinia  or  Wh.  \V^  . 
\\  c-lvillc  Poultry  Ynr.K.  Hox  '.Ml.  Westville.  ("1. 


LAHOIfK  \V.  r.tghoman.l  \\  .\\\  an.loll.- i-ocUircls 
J    ?.'l..S5cacli.     K.  lla>»i  II.  Il.'i..-ic  Fall>.  N.  V. 

CLOCKS  :un\  Cock'ls.  f  l..'.o  :in.l  <-a..  H.  l.an;.'-li,iiis, 
y    H.  Mill's.  lintlC.H  liin-.  (  Iia-.  Simon.  W  a-co.  ill. 


DUCKS. 


I>KKI?<  Ducks.  *1..-Aieacli.  .\pi  il  liatclicl.  .Nc'W  in: 
stock  .lircd.  F.  U.  J'ricc,  No.  Mi.l.llcl.or...  Ma- 


B 


VFFI'fkius  and  Blai-k  T.  .la|paiM  >f.      pt  r  I'aii-. 

A.  K.  Itniii,  Ani'^lri'daiii.  N.  . 


ECO  PRESERVATIVES. 


IJKK.SKKVK  K«i<iS  wiili  (.rc 
t  onipoiiiui.    Saniplc  packaire 
.loz.   Sent  liv  mail.  *1.   .Scml  for  ci 
r.C,  I'rn'dcn.  At:!.. Ill:;  P.:m1  .si. 


•lin;.'  s  Preserving 
will  preserve  100 
cnhtr. 

Flizabelh,  X.  J. 


GEESE. 


r  1  KK.SK,    5  While  (  ■liiiias.  il the  lot. 

Uf  s«  ift.  W  aipioil.  Mass. 

INCUBATORS  AND  BROODERS. 


and  Brooders,    (-ieo.  S.  Jjliiger.  (  ai  iiin;:!' 


INCI;B.\T0KS.   1  UXI- .Monarch,  *i.U;  1  ;«Ki-Mon- 
arch,  iXi:  1  tiOO-Challenge,  $«);  1  300-P.  State, 
Some  slightly  used,  bargains. 

 Swift.  Waijuoit,  Muss. 

I^OH  SALE,  :x«i-cgt'  Plymonlhlncubator,  run  one 
season.   Low  pi  icn-  to  close. 
 ,1,  ■\.  M.irrill  .t  Co..  Box  :in,  Andovcr.  >rass. 

FOK  .SALK  -i  ^iW).  2  ■JU'J-Pralrie  State  Incubators  :  1 
$:)  Roche's  Bone  Cutter;  1  feed  mill.  Go..ci  order 
guaranteed.  I..  T.  M'ilsoii.  Palmyra.  N.  .J. 


8.3 


X  400-Relialil«i  brood,  and  vaids  conilpined,  u-cd 
'>    ■.'liaIclle^.co^t  fiy.    A.'J.Ii..  II  r:illo]i.lll. 


I^Oll  S.\LK.  1  Prairii- M.ile  Brooder.  4  sei  ii,,ns; 
1  Volunteer  Ile;ili.-r  for  lironder  house, with  pip- 
ing for  loi)  ft.  bnildin;.';  1  Mann  15one  (  uller.  Moiil- 
serral  Poultry  YanU. -'40  K^~cx  St..  fieyerlv.  Mass. 


LEGHORNS. 


R 


C.  WHITK  l,egliorn>.  .\pril  and  .May  hatch. 
Feiuales,  $'2  and  $5:  Jlales  S2aiid  SIO  each. 

A.  Bahbill.  Oiieonta.  X.  Y. 


E 


AKLY  liatclied  Single  (  omb  lirown  Leghorn 
cockerels  for  sale.bred  from  91  t^i  !i:Ji>oint  stock. 
 (  has.  H.  Parish.  I  ineonta.  X.  Y. 

FOK  SALK  at  $1  e:icli.  I!,,xe  and  ,s.  (  .  li.  Leglioni 
cock'Is.        (il-o.  (I.  Sli  liloll.-.  .N...  .Sljel.lon.  VI. 

OAKLA>'I>POlILTKY  FARM,  Kel>ev. Ohio.— 
Dear  Sirs:— Tivo  hens  re<-eiyed  la-l  night,  all 
O.  K.:  am  much  pleased  with  Iheiu.  ^  ours.  L.  B. 
Ferguson.  Louisa.  Kentucky.  August  -25111.  18.%.  

PET  STOCK. 

UAKAXTEED  singing  male  Mocking  Birds, 
IT   only  $2  e;«-li.   A '-'4  inch  cage.  $1.50;  food.  2.5<-. 
]>erpoiinH.   Bi>ok  of  instructions  free.   Schniid's  I'et 
Emporium,  712  Twelllh  St..N.  \V.,  \Vas|iington.  D.C. 

FIXE-lacobins,  Tnrliilsand  HoniiliL'  Pigeons.  Jl  lo 
$2  per  pair.      L.  <'.  Bo^^ man.  TiinlM  ryille.  Va. 

PLYMOUTH  ROCKS. 

VFh-  V.  KOCK.S.   Trio-,  SH  to  SK.  Cockerels, 
$1  lip.  W'm.  C.  Tom -oil.  Mil  ford.  N.  .1. 


B 


B 


p.  ROCKS.    Fine  yi-.irliii:^  breedei  -  (..r  -ale 
C.  l.'Drowiie.  Sundown.  N.  H. 


rpRYG.E.  Fassett,  Beverly.  Mass..  on  B.  P.  Hock 
_L    cock'Is,  $:j:  pairs,  $5;  trios.  $li..^:  liens  S2  each. 

BP.  K.  cockerels  from  Hunter's  eggs.  April 
•   hatched;  weiglii  5   and  6  lbs.  apiece.  Fine 
sharp  combs  and  bright  orange  legs.  each. 
 Clia-.  -M.  Al.lioll.  ^Vatertown.  Mass. 

POULTRY  SUPPLIES. 

MIXED  Grain  $1  per  inOlbs.  Wheat  Sl.'Ki  .ind 
i].S(i.  Cattle  and  hog  feed.  $10  per  ton,  or  .Vi 
cenisper  looibs.  (irain  sweepings.  SIO  per  ton.  or  .tO 
cents  per  100  lbs.  Xo.  2  Provender.  SIB  per  ton, or  80 
cenisper  100  lbs.  So.  1  Provender.  SIS  per  ton.  or  90 
centsper  100  lbs.  Grain  Hulls,  Si;  per  ton.  or  30  cents 
per  100  lbs.  Bags  to  be  paid  for  at  10  cents  e.ach,  but 
are  returnable.  C.  A.  Parsons, 

I-'d  Commercial  St.,  Boston.  Mass. 


WANTED. 


\WT  Mf.  CLOrGH,  Medw.iv.  Mass..  wants  breed- 
f  ▼  •  ers  of  Ply.  Rocks  and  Wyantlottes  to  know 
that  his  books  on  these  breeds  are  completed,  and  can 
be  liad  at  15  cents  each;  his  catalogue  of  7(>  pages  for 
a  two  cent  stamp. 


SALiESniAN  wanted;  $100  to »1'2A per  month  and 
expenses.    Staple   line;  position  iK-rmancnt, 
pleasant  aud  desirable.    .Vddress  wiili  -lani[), 

 King  Mfg.  Co..  T.  172.  (_'hic:i:.-...  111. 

"IX '■.\N  TED  for  iariii,  not  fancy  pnrpos.  s.  piiilets 
»  >      hatched  not  lalei  than  April  la-l.<,f  breed  lay- 
ing'bro'w  n  ej:gs.    Mll-l  be  iiov  Jiri--ed  and  not  luiniiles 
from  lio-l.>ll.  Addl  e  -  P,  .x  ^si  1.  Bosloll  p.  (I. 

1>OI  l-Tl{Y  F AKVI  ":Mited  lo  lent,  fully  equip- 
ped, in  vicinity  of  ,\ew  \  ..rk  cil\. 

 Millei,  :!'.-|  l;r..a.|way.  Xi-w  Y'ork  Cily. 

7.-VNTEI>  al   M..ni-errat   P.Miltrv  Yards,  540 
Essex  St..  Hev  erlv.  Ma--..2i<lplillels.  P.  Hocks. 


WYANDOTTES. 


HITK  W  v;i 

?2 1.) 


itl"iii--at  KMcklawii  Fanii.  Hinls. 
Kil.  IN  \  iM.M-.  Mai  Ihi.ru.  Ma^s. 


"1\"HITK  WYANDOTTES,  Ihhwii  (.k-  isiiaiD. 

TT  tirst  class  >i.n-k,  one  of  tlM- bi  st  strains  in  Itie 
country.  .VX> cockerels  and  pullets  to  sell.  April  and 
May  lijitcli.  White  LckImtds,  extra  hn>'e  f.i/.o,  500 
cockerels  ami  pullets.  My  sl'tck  is  vi;forous  aud 
hcallliy.   It  has  f  n-e  ran;.'e.   AVriie  for  prices. 

l)ra|)er's  r..nllrv  Farm.  N.  Attl(  l»)ro,  Mass. 


HITE  W  v'lel 
I  !■  iiiiiliL'  I'iire 


ck  ls  and  pullets  after  Oct.  1.51  h. 
IS.  Bohn.  iiobesonta.  Pa. 


%VYAM)<>TTE  cockerels  bred  for 
T  ¥     lui-iiie-s  fio\  1-.  1 1  niiler  and  Kiiai'P  Bros,  slock. 
SI  each.  \\  .V.li:oi-..ni.  Fd  l>  lown.  Yates  Co..  X.  Y. 

Decker's 

NOVELTY  LEG  BANDS. 

The  Haudci  received  from  you 
lie  very  satisfactory.    Thev  aie 
1 1  he  only  kind  I  liave'had  that  are 
I  -^iire  to  stay  on,  and  I  think  them 
Fihe  best  pikcon  baud  on  ilic  mar- 
ket. WILLI  AM  E.  HOWKS, 
Bridgeport,  Conn. 
The  pigeon  bands  yon  sent  me 
were    out    of   si^ht  — Ihey  were 
beauties.  Tlease  send  anotlier  dozen. 

HowAitu  N.  Michaels. 

Cooperstown.  N.  Y. 
Price  25c.  per  doz.;  40<r.  for  two  dn/.:  $1.2o  ]>er  hun- 
dred.  For  more  glowing  te.^timoni.iN,  ccnd  for  cir- 
cular.                    TP.  J.  DECKKK  &  CO.. 
 <  resskill,  N.  J. 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES 

Exrl\ihively, 
Choice,  healtliy,  Tigtu  nus,  titsi  class  breeding  cocks 
for  sale  at  Iwo.'three.  rive  an. I  ii-n  clullars  eacli.  Cock- 
erels now  ready —"•  heani  ie?  "  tor  two.  three  and  five 
dollars. 

CHARLES  C.  RYDER, 

 Yariiintithport,  3Ia88. 

"•'■'"'QUAKER  CITH 

GRINDING  Mill 

ForCORN  and  COBS, 
FEED,  and  TABLE 

I-  \jr MEAL.  Improved  for '9ti-'9T. 

'll\r  '     S>  tid  lorall  mills  advertised. 
"M  p  the  best — return  all  others. 

A.W.STRAUB&CO. 

nJ  41      Jefferson  St.,  ChlcaeOt  111. 

"eggsTor  broilers. 

D.  A.  MOUNT, 
Pine  Tree  Farm,     -     -     Jameeburg,  N.  J. 

 The  Leading  "Varieties  of  Poultry. 

STAXDAED  GREEX  BOXE  AXI>  VEGET- 
ABLE CUTTKK  CO., 

Successors  to  llu-  E.  i.  ROt'HE  CO. 
No.  8,  Pri.e  Si9..50.  ^ve  warrant  our 

machines  the  onlv 
automatic  feeding 
macliines  made. 

Recognizing  the 
popular  demand  for 
'ow  priced  macliines 
we  Iiave  added  tiiree, 
a  No.lO.S(..75:  .Vo.9, 
f  7.!'0:Xo.8,  $9.50:  in 
a'idiiion  to  our  Xo. 
:i.  ?h;:No.4-SlS:Xo. 
l  power  mac  h  i  ne. 
S'20.  Try  ihtm  in 
conipeiiii  on  with 
similar  jtriced  ma- 
chines of  any  oilier 
make.  We .«ell  auto- 
matic feeding  ma- 
chines exchisively. 

Sent  on  trial.  Send 
for  catalogue. 
S  T  A  X  D  A  R  D 
(;  TIKEX  BOXE 
AXD  VEUiLTAIiLE  CUT  l  HU  C( M ilford.  Mass. 

eOOD  BIRDS! 

At  reasonable  prices. 

To  make  room.  I  will  sell  a  limited  iinmber 

BLACK  MINORCA 
S.  C.  BROWN  LEGHORN 

Hens  from  my  best  breeding  pens  at  $1 .50  each.  These 
pens  contain  only  high  scoring  birds  —  many  of  them 
prize  winners  at'lasl  season's  shows.  Theyai  e  large 
bird.';  and  hiy  large  eggs.  I  secured  1st  <m  Minorca 
cockerel,  and"  2d  on  pen  at  Boston  show-,  and  manylsis 
and  2ds  on  both  breeds  at  other  leading  shows  last 
season. 

100  CHICKS  FOR  SALE 

after  October  1st. 

Write  earlv.  E.  BEKTKAM  PIKE, 

Pike  Station,  N.  H. 


5000 


PDKIN 

DUCKS! 

Show  Birds,  Market  Birds. 

Splendid  breeders,  none  better. 
Get  our  prices. 

POLLAKD'S  UrCK  F.\KM, 
90!)  Xo.  M.ain  St.,  Pawtueket.  K.  I. 
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Rarivi-  Poultry 


September  15 


Grading  Up  Stock. 

Mr,  Editor:  —  I  have  some  White  Plymouth  Rock 
hens,  and  have  had  a  full  blooded  While  Wyandotte 
cock  with  the-B.  1  raised  some  pullets  to  keep  over. 
Now  when  those  pullets  begin  to  lay,  aud  slil!  have  a 
White  Wyandotte  male  with  them,  will  llieir  ogf^s  be 
pure  Wyandotte?  Of  course,  I  keep  only  the  best  of 
them,  (rose  comb  and  other  good  points).  I  would 
like  to  know  what  the  eggs  will  be.  Mrs.  I.  0. 

Mullica  Hill,  N.  J. 

The  result  of  the  first  mating  of  White- 
Wyandotte  male  to  White  Plymouth  liock 
females  makes  them  half-breeds.  The  second 
mating  of  White  AV'yaiidotte  cock  on  the  Rock- 
'Dotte  cross  pullets,  would  make  the  offspring 
three-quarters  pure  Wyaudottes.  Pullets 
from  the  second  cross  to  pure  White  Wyan- 
dotte cock  will  make  them  pure;  that  is,  by 
that  time  all  traces  of  Plymouth  Rock  blood 
should  be  eradicated  from  the  fowls. 


HO 


Co's 


Poultry  ♦ 
Feed 


Makes  Chicks  grow,  Roosters  crow,  and  Hens  lay  eggs. 

The  way  chickens,  fed  on  H-O  Co.'s  Poultry  Feed  (after  they 
are  10  days  old),  gain  in  size  and  weight,  yet  keep  tender  and  sound, 
will  surprise  the  most  experienced  poultrymen. 

Laying  hens  will  greatly  increase  their  average. 
A  GOOD  OFFER. — To  prove  these  statements  we  will  deliver  to 
any  station  east  of  Chicago,  100  lbs.  (regular  price  $1.50),  thirty 
days  trial,  and  if  better  results  are  not  shown  than  from  any  other 
feed,  no  payment  need  be  made.     THE  F:e:eb  is  pur:e  grain. 

H-O  Company,  New  York  City. 


Rheumatism  and  Swelled  Head. 

Mr.  Editor:  — We  had  a  Plymouth  Eock  pullet  that 
lost  control  of  her  limbs.  They  got  so  stift'  she  could 
not  walk  on  them.  She  could  only  move  herself  by 
jumping  and  using  her  wings.  Her  appetite  seemed 
good,  and  in  other  respects  she  was  all  right.  Can 
you  give  a  preventive  or  a  cui-e  for  the  disease? 

2d.  We  also  had  a  common  hen  that  has  a  swelling 
on  her  head.  The  head  is  about  twice  its  normal  size. 
The  hen  eats  and  walks  about.  What  is  the  matter 
with  her?  H.  A.  T. 

Light  Street,  Pa. 

The  trouble  with  the  pullet  may  be  rheu- 
matism. Bathe  the  limbs  well  daily  with  a 
ftood  liniment,  and  give  a  liver  pill  (like  Par- 
sons' Purgative)  each  night  for  three  nights 
in  succession.  Keep  the  bird  in  a  coop  with- 
out roosts,  covering  the  floor  with  soft  hay. 
Feed  no  whole  grain. 

If  the  quarters  are  damp,  some  measure 
must  be  taken  to  remedy  it. 

For  swelled  head,  wash  the  face  daily  with 
Castile  soap  and  warm  water,  and  after  dry 
anoint  with  vaseline  or  petroleum  jelly. 


Less  Get  Sore  and  Scaly. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  I  have  been  getting  Sheridan's  Con- 
dition Powder  for  some  time,  and  my  poultry  have 
been  doing  well  until  the  last  few  months.  Now  they 
have  some  disease  of  the  legs.  I  do  not  know  what  it 
is.  Their  legs  get  so  sore  and  stiff  that  they  cauuot 
walk,  and  large  scales  form  on  them.  I  have  done 
everything  I  know.  Mrs.  M.  E.  H. 

Gunnison,  Miss. 

The  feeding  of  the  powder  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  legs.  Scaly  legs  come  from  an 
insect  which  lives  under  the  skin,  or  rather 
burrows  under  it,  thus  raising  the  scales. 
Wash  the  legs  daily  with  castile  soap  and 
warm  water,  and  after  wiping  dry  apply  an 
ointment  made  of  equal  parts  of  melted  lard 
and  kerosene.  Repeat  the  remedy  daily. 
While  treating  the  fowls  keep  them  in  sepa- 
rate houses  from  those  not  affected,  as  the 
disease  is  contagious.  One  scaly  legged  fowl 
on  the  roost  will  soon  communicate  the 
trouble  to  others.  It  is  often  inherited  from 
parent  stock. 


Gluten  Meal  and  Millet  Seed. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  What  do  you  think  of  gluten  meal, 
as  a  feed  for  poultry  ? 

2d.  What  is  the  value  of  millet  compared  with 
wlieat  ?  I.  E.  B. 

Salem,  Ohio. 

This  question  being  submitted  to  I.  K. 
Felch,  he  replied  as  follows : 

"  Gluten  meal  is  simply  the  sittings  from 
granulated  meal;  it  is  the  soft  part,  or  chit, 
of  the  corn.  It  is  easier  to  digest,  but  not  as 
fattening  as  the  granulated  meal  from  which 
it  is  sifted.  If  it  can  be  purchased  (Cheaper 
than  the  granulated,  I  should  advise  buying 
it,  but  not  otherwise. 

"Millet  is  worth  more  per  bushel,  and  is 
much  harder  to  digest  than  wheat;  but, 
weight  for  weight,  I  would  think  the  millet 
the  most  valuable  —  yet  I  would  think  it  far 
better  to  feed  wheat  as  the  main  food.  Millet, 
to  keep  the  fowls  working  and  exercising,  is 
of  importance.  We  should  feed  one  part 
millet,  two  parts  wheat,  two  parts  oats,  and 
two  parts  corn  ;  or  mixed  grains  in  that  pro- 
portion. 

"  When  mixing  meals  for  use,  I  should  give 
two  parts  corn  meal,  two  parts  oatmeal,  and 
four  parts  wheat  bran.  It  should  be  scalded 
or  cooked  as  a  ration.  I  consider  bran  of 
little  value  unless  it  is  cooked.  To  say  what 
the  chemical  difference  is  between  millet  and 
wheat,  I  am  unable. 

"  For  very  young  chicles,  I  consider  canary 
seed  better  than  millet,  and  should  feed  both 
in  equal  quantity." 


Karly  Laying  Wyandottes. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  I  have  some  W^hite  Wyan- 
dottes, hatched  March  17,  and  on  August  12 
got  two  eggs.  That  was  only  four  months 
and  twenty-six  days  from  the  time  they  were 
hatched.    Have  you  any  record  to  beat  that? 

I  take  pleasure  in  renewing  my  subscription 
to  Farm-Poultry.  It  has  been  of  great 
value  to  me.  C.  D. 

Glen  Ridge,  N.  J. 


Poultry  in  Texas. 

Mr.  Editor:  — We  have  a  live  poultry  asso- 
ciation, and  will  hold  our  first  show  January 
6,  7  and  8,  1897.  We  have  secured  D.  M. 
Owens,  of  Tennessee,  as  judge.  If  you  could 
visit  the  exhibition  I  think  you  would  see  as 
tine  birds  here  as  east,  north,  west  or  any- 
where else —  perhaps  not  so  large  a  number 
as  at  other  shows.  Our  object  is  to  get  the 
best  stoclv  that  money  can  buy,  as  a  founda- 
tion to  begin  with,  and  have  your  judges  to 
come  down  and  score  our  birds ;  then  we  can 
sell  our  eggs  to  your  people. 

We  have  a  great  advantage  over  the  north. 
Our  climate  is  mild  all  winter,  and  our  eggs 
are  fertile;  while  the  people  north  are  not 
able  to  have  fertile  eggs  until  April,  which 
makes  it  difficult  to  hatch  early  broilers  up 
there.  If  the  fanciers  north  and  south  would 
co-operate  with  one  another,  they  could  be  of 
great  assistance  to  each  other  in  many 
respects.  I  wish  you  editors  would  advocate 
the  above  facts  in  your  journals. 

My  son  and  I  are  starting  the  first  poultry 
and  egg  commission  house  in  the  south,  to  sell 
poultry  by  the  pound;  it  will  take  us  Texans 
a  long  time  to  catch  on  to  the  northern  fads. 

Waco,  Texas.  C.  S.  Phillips. 


Laid  Early. 

Mr.  Editor:  — On  Feb.  12th,  1896,  I  had  a 
sitting  of  thirteen  eggs  from  mongrel  stock, 
and  set  the  hen  in  the  cellar,  and  on  March 
4th  I  had  eight  chicks,  and  they  turned  out 
half  roosters  and  half  pullets.  On  July  10th, 
four  months  and  six  days  after  hatching,  one 
laid,  and  has  laid  well  since.  E.  S. 

Newtonville,  Mass. 


The  Kind  That  Is  Perfect. 

There  are  innumerable  Cider  Mills,  Presses 
and  Screws  of  every  description  on  the  mar- 
ket, of  more  or  less  value;  but  for  absolute 
perfection  and  the  kind  that  in  every  instance 
gives  complete  satisfaction,  there  is  nothing 
that  can  compare  with  the  machines  manufac- 
tured by  the  celebrated  Whitman  Agricultural 
Works,  of  Auburn,  Maine.  They  make  the 
above  goods  from  the  small  family  size  to 
power  machines  capable  of  turning  out  fifty 
to  one  hundred  barrels  in  ten  hours.  They 
also  make  a  complete  line  of  Horse  Powers, 
Sawing  Machines,  Peed  Cutters,  Barrel  Head- 
ers, and  Agricultural  Implements  generally. 
The  old  reliable  and  well  known  firm  of  Jos. 
Breck  &  Sous,  of  Boston,  are  sole  New  Eng- 
land agents  for  the  Whitman  Agricultural 
Works.  Anyone  interested  in  this  subjecl) 
should  write  to  Messrs.  Joseph  Breck  &  Sons, 
and  by  stating  for  what  purpose  you"  may 
wish  a  machine,  and  the  capacity  desired, 
they  will  mail  free  catalogue  and  descriptive 
circulars,  together  with  prices  that  will  give 
you  all  the  desired  information.  To  any- 
one interested  will  also  be  mailed  free  a 
treatise  on  Silos  and  Ensilage.  You  can  be 
absolutely  sure  of  satisfaction  if  you  will  deal 
through  this  well  known  and  reliable  house. 


MINORCAS 


HAVE 
BEEN 


LONG  BEFORE  THE  PUBLIC 

;ind  are  more  favorulih-  known  than  am  other  strain,  because  they  have  always  won  four  times  as  many  prizes, 
IN  THE  LAKtiE:s'r  AND  BEST  SHO  WS  OF  AJIEHICA,  and  are  more  typical  and  larger  birds  tliaji  any 
others.   Large  catalogue  gives  the  proof.   I  have  a  superior  tlock  of  exhibition  and  breeding  birds  to  sell. 

GEO.  H.  NOKTHUJ:>,  Bacevllle,  N.  Y. 


0 


INCUBATORS 


WE  WARRANT 


THE  RELIABLE. 

To  hatch  So  per  cent  of  the  fresh  and  fertile  eggs.    Hundreds  of  recent ' 
testimonials!    Have  this  year  (1896)  issued  our  Eleventh  .Annual  . 
Poultry  Guide  and  Combined  Catalogue  in  one  valuable  book.  ^ 

TS  IN  POULTRY!: 


 —-    This  148-page,  fully  illustrated  Poultry  Guide  tells  you  about  profits  in 

^^^'■^  poultry    about  hatching  eggs  with  nracliines;    about  brooding  chicks 

SI  i.F  REGULATING  ^.j^^out  heus.  We  have  for  sale  sixteen  popular  kinds  of  thoroughbred 
fowls;  also  full  line  of  Poultry  Supplies — anything  you  want.  Price  rif  Guide,  lO  cents  in 
stamps— worth  one  dollar.  Address,  RELIABLE  INCUBATOR  AND  BROODER  CO.,  Quincy.  III. 


Biggest  Offer  Yet ! 


The  Practical  Poultry  Grower, 

THE  MOST  COMPLETE  AND  PRACTICAL  BOOK  OF  ITS  KIND. 

POULTRY 


THE  BEST  POULTRY  PAPER  PUBLISHED  IN  THE  WORLD,  and 


THE  LEADING  FARM  PAPER  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Both  Papers  Orie  Year,  including  Book,  for 


Believing  that  every  one  of  our  readers  should  have  at  least  one  good  agricultural  and  family  journal,  we 
ha\  e  lu  rliM-u  d  an  ai'igements  vvherebv  we  can  send  that  iiractical  and  instructive  journal,  FAKM  ANl"* 
HCllH  in  iniincrii./n  with  our  own  "publication,  FAKM-POULTKY,  both  a  full  year  for  only  SI.  10. 
We  al.^.i  ^eiiil  with  each  order  for  the  two  papers  The  Practic;il  Poultry  Grower,  the  best  and  most  practical 
book  of  its  kind,  thus  giving  at  least  S2.00  in  value  for  SI. 10. 

FOR  THE  FAKMER,  FOR  THE  POULTRTMAN, 

FOR  THE  GARDENER,  FOR  THE  FRUIT  GROWER, 

FOR  THE  STOCKMAN,  FOR  THE  HOUSEWIFE, 

FOR  THE  DAIRYMAN,  FOR  THE  BOYS  AND  GIRXS. 

Intact,  for  all  actively  engaged,  or  at  all  interested  in  agricnlttiral  pursuits,  FARM  AND  HOME 
will  he  found  invaluable,  aiul  as  a  trial  will  prove,  well-nigh  indispensable.  It  should  be  remembered  that 
FARM  AND  HOME  is  a  Semi-Monthly,  aud  that  vou  get  24  numbers  a  year— the  whole  making  a 
volume  of  over  400  pages,  teeming  with  the  latest  and  most  reliable  information  that  experience  aud  science 
can  supply. 

THE  PRACTICAL  POULTRY  GROWER, 

by  Herbert  Myrick,  assisted  by  James  Rankin,  whose  many  years  experience  in  the  business  makes  him 


The  111 


bale 


nil  mauv  dollars  to  any  one  at  all  interested  in  poultry.   Among  its  many  feature 
nagrnient :  ileM-riplion  nf  |)ortable  bouses:  points  on  lialcliing  in  incu- 
i  lir<in(lers;  te(:dingfnr  eggs  and  meat;  how  to  make  hens  lay  in  winler; 
cliKiinL' ni;iny  recei)>ls  ^liat  have  been  sold  at  high  i>rices  ;  how  In  ;n  oid 
:  iiew  and  )»ractical  poultry  houses,  and  a  fund  of  useful  and 


ustratious 


the  l"-^l  ni.'l  ImnI-  ,,i  ]irc,.,T\  ill- 
disease,  rti-.  II  .-il-,,  cinuiin-  III 
valuable  infiniiialiitii. 

Do  not  delay  fail  to  takr  advantage  of  this  remarkablv  liberal  oft'er  Remember  we  oH'er  and  will  send 
FARM-POULTRY  S.  ini-M"nllilv,  the  regnlar  price  of  which  is  SSl.OO,  and  FARIVI  AND  HOME  Semi- 
Monthly,  regular  price  50  cents,  and  The  Practical  Poultry  Grower,  worth  60  cents,  both  a  full  year  for 

Tims  jjivin^  you  botli  papers  anrl  the  Book  for  but  little  more  than  tlie  price  of  FARM-POULTRY. 

This  special  and  remarkably  liberal  offer,  which  is  made  for  a  limited  time  only,  is  open  to  all— aud  every 
subscriber,  old  or  new,  cau  take  advantage  of  it.  l>o  not  let  it  pass.  Do  not  wait  until  it  is  withdrawn. 
Send  to-day.   Address  all  orders  to 

FARM-POULTRIT,  22  Custom  House  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 


DER  and  WINE  MILLS,  PRESSES  and  SCREWS 

from  the  small  family  sizes  to  power  machines,  capable  of  turning  out  50  to 
100  bills,  in  ten  hours.  Write  us  when  in  want  of  the  foreijoing  or  of  House 
PowEK.^,  Sawixo  Machines,  Root  Cutters, Barrhl  Headers  and 
Agricultural  Implements  generally.  We  are  N.  E.  factors  for  the  old  relia- 
ble Wlritman  Agricultural  Works  of  Auburn,  Me.  If  you  will  kindly 
mention  the  purpose  for  which  you  want  a  machine  and  the  capacity  desired 
wewdllnot  only  mail  you  free  catalogues  and  descriptive  circulars  but 
will  quote  low,  for  cash,  or  will  sell  large  machines  on  easy  terras— monthly 
BilT^  payments  it  desired.  If  interested  in  Ensilage,  will  mail  free  a  treatise 
""a,  on  "Silos  and  Ensilage"  48  pages,  also  the  ' 


'Illustrated  Catalogue  of  Ross 

Ensilage  aud  Fodder  Cutters"  52  pages. 

Everything  in  Wooden  Ware,  as  well  as 
"Everything  for  Farm,  Garden  and  Lawn." 
Lowest  Prices.   Wholesale  and  Retail. 
47  to  54  North  Market  Street,  Boston.   When  writing  or  ordering  please  mention  this  paper. 


JOSEPH  BREGK  &  SONS, 


K^RiVi- Poultry  sso 

FALL  WINNERS  now  Ready. 

Liglit  Bralmias, 

Black  Langshans, 

Plymouth  Rocks, 

"     Tliat  are  Plymouth  Korkt*— True  lllue. 

White  Wyandottes, 

Exxclose  a,  ^rjT-  Starrip  for  Circ-o-lar. 

I.  K.  FELCH  2b  SON, 


Box.  r",  3Xr-A.TIOIi,  TWX^SS. 


Special  POULTRY  Articles. 

REVISED  LIST. 

Worth  Dollars  to  Every  Poultry  Raiser. 

waj  previous  lists  now  void. 


There  are  hundreds  of  poultry  raisers  (  not  all  beginners,  either )  to  whom 
any  one  of  the  SPECIAL  I'Ol'LTKV  ARTICLES  enumerated  below,  if  care- 
fully read  and  digested,  might  be  wortli  many  dollars.  Note  the  low  cost  to 
obtain  the  same.   They  are  all  praetieal,  helpful  articles,  and  worth  keeping. 

FOR  5  CENTS  in  postage  stamps  we  will  send  one  copy  of  FARM- 
POl'LTRY  containing  any  one  article  named  below;  or  any  six  dilTerent  articles 
for  25  cents.   In  ordering  give  THE  NU.MBER,  ALSO  TITLE  OF  ARTICLE. 

These  Special  Poultry  Articles  will  make  valuable  matter  to  keep  for  future 
reference  and  study,  and  can  never  be  duplicated,  for  they  will  soon  be  out  of 
print.  Order  early,  for  our  supply  is  limited. 


lS9t3 

The  Spanish  Laid  \>~eU. 

Mr.  Bilitor:— I  b»ve  four  two-yesr  old 
Wuiu  Kacvd  Hl:ii.'k  SpauisU  beu>,  wbicb  I  pur- 
cluuieU  ill  Aubiiru,  X.  V.,  .-ibout  the  first  of 
last  Marcli.  They  oomnieui-evi  to  lay  abmit 
Ibe  uiidiile  of  tbe  same  month,  and  up  to 
Aui;u--t  1*  353  eggs,  .m  averas^e  of  niuety- 
sis  anO  a  fraolion  per  beu.  Tbe  eggs  are 
very  large  ami  fine  looking.  The  fowls  bavc 
lieeii  shut  up  in  a  nice  ^hady  yard,  and  have 
not  bad  a  sinsle  meal  of  soft  food  mi.>ced  up 
for  tbem.  i'Ul  tbey  bave  bad  scraps  from  ibe 
table,  and  their  other  food  bas  been  wheat, 
oats  and  corn,  mixed.  Tbey  are  still  laying, 
Ibough  not  so  frt-ely,  and  one  is  just  getting 
over  a  fit  of  sitting  sbe  has  bad  quite  strongly 
for  a  week  and  a  b.alf  back. 

I  think  tbey  bave  done  well  so  far.  They 
are  large,  strong  bens,  and  their  chicks  are 
bsrdy.  <- •  ^  - 

Kail  Kiver.  Mass. 

All  Due  to  Flarro-Poultry. 

Mr.  Editor:  — We  began  last  August  to 
take  Farm-Poiltky  from  a  local  news- 
dealer. We  bave  a  few  bens,  tbe  greater 
part  being  Cochins,  and  feed  according  to  your 
directions.  In  the  morning,  about  6.30 
o'clock,  we  give  bran  m:ish,  into  which  we 
put  a  tablespoonful  of  .\nglo-Aiuerican  poul- 
try food.  At  noon  we  bury  wheat  and  oats  to 
compel  exercising.  In  the  evening,  at  four 
o'clock  in  winter,  and  five  in  summer,  we 
give  wbeat  and  oats  alternately.  We  also 
give  tbem  table  scraps  at  noon,  and  meat  once 
a  week.  Our  hens  are  starting  to  moult,  and 
do  not  sret  many  eggs  now.  but,  on  the  whole, 
they  b.ive  laid  well.  All  due  to  Fakm-Poi  l- 
TRY.  We  give  corn  very  seldom,  since 
Far.m-Povltry  does  not  advise  it.  Each 
evening  tbe  bens  are  allowed  free  range,  and 
can  eat  all  the  grass  tbey  wish.  Tbey  have 
plenty  of  fresh  water  and  grit.        .1.  F.  P. 

Central  Falls,  R.  I. 

Another  Failure  Comine. 

Mr.  Editor :  —  I  visited  a  poultry  plant  near 
here  the  other  day,  and  tbe  proprietor  bad 
bought  about  five  hundred  young  chickens  in 
the  spring,  and  was  trying  to  fatten  tbem  for 
tbe  market.  It  was  a  sorry  sight  to  see  tbe 
place.  He  bad  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
in  one  pen,  and  bad  never  cleaned  it.  I  asked 
him  if  be  subscribed  for  any  poultry  journal, 
and  he  said  no.  I  knew  be  didn't  read  Kak.m- 
PoULTRT  wben  I  saw  tbe  drinking  water, 
etc..  in  the  pens.  1  suppose  be  will  be  out 
of  tbe  business  before  long.  That  is  the  kind 
of  people  who  say  there  is  no  money  in  poul- 
try. '  H.  G.  S. 

Carnegie,  Pa. 

Wyandottes  Beat  Bralimas. 

Mr.  Editor:  — I  saw  in  Farm-Pocltry  for 
August  1.5,  in  J.  H.  Robinson's  article  on 
'•  Tbe  Nature  Fallacy,"  where  I.  K.  Felcb  & 
Son  had,  on  June  1st,  several  three  pound 
Light  Brahma  cockerels  at  about  five  months 
old.  Also  that  he  (Mr.  Robinson)  had  four 
Light  Brahma  cockerels,  batched  February 
lOtb,  of  which  the  largest  weighed  four 
pouirds  and  one  ounce  at  four  months  and  ten 
days  of  age. 

I  wish  to  state  that  I  have  some  White 
Wyandottes,  hatched  tbe  30th  of  April,  that 
weigbed,  on  the  6th  of  August,  wben  they 
were  just  fourteen  weeks  old,  four  pounds 
and  three  ounces. 

How  is  that  for  White  Wyandottes  against 
Light  Brahmas?  .1.  E.  White. 

Goshen,  N.  Y. 

Cut  Bone  3Iakes  Them  Lay. 

Wliile  on  a  visit  to  Milford,  a  few  days  ago, 
we  stepped  into  the  3Iann  bone  cutter  office 
for  a  few  minutes  chat  with  3Ir.  Lee.  'While 
talking  of  the  growing  interest  in  bone,  the 
subject  of  testimonials  came  up,  and  Mr.  Lee 
handed  us  the  following  letter,  which  we 
begged  the  privilege  of  printing: 

Harlan,  Ind.,  Mareh  26,  "96. 

The  F.  W.  Mann  Co. —  Gentlemen  :  —  Please 
find  enclosed  money  order  for  bone  cutter, 
$18.40.  It  works  to  a  charm,  and  we  never 
got  so  many  eggs  t>ef ore.  I  was  grinding  bone 
this  evening  and  threw  a  handful  out  to  an  old 
hen  standing  just  outside  the  door.  She  ate 
it,  turned  away  and  didn't  get  two  feet  from 
the  place  before  she  dropped  au  egg  on  the 
ground.  I  ilidn't  suppose  it  wouM  work  that 
•juick:  but  will  fee<l  closer  to  the  nests  next 
time.  .  Yours  truly, 

H.  L.  B. 


Mr.  Geo.  H.  Nortbup,  Raceville.  N.  Y., 
reports  the  sale  of  one  hundred  and  tbree 
Minorcas  during  Last  two  weeks  in  August, 
showing  that  .advertisius;  through  tbe  dull 
season  is  not  money  thrown  away.  Ninety- 
nine  of  these  birds  found  homes  in  various 
places  throughout  tbe  l".  S.  and  Canada,  and 
the  remaining  four,  a  tine  breeding  pen  of 
.adult  birds,  sailed  Aug.  iK'tb,  for  I'ort  Eliza- 
betb.  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  South  Africa. 
Tbe  voyage  to  that  port  will  fequire  forty 
days,  but  as  their  future  abode  will  be  on  the 
other  side  of  tbe  equator,  they  will  escape  one 
long  winter  by  tbe  transportation,  as  tbey 
are  due  to  arrive  at  their  destination  in  early 
spiins  of  tbe  southern  bemispbere.  Mr. 
Nortbup  bas  within  a  short  time  received 
enquiries  about  his  Minorcas  from  fanciers 
who  desire  to  buy  some  of  tbem,  from  Mex- 
ico, Trinidad  and  Bermuda  Islands,  Australia, 
Russia,  Denmark,  and  England.  Tbe  only 
one  of  these  who  says  where  Mr.  N.'s  adv. 
was  seen,  mentioned  Farm-Poi'ltry. 


F.  A.  P.  Coburn,  Lowell,  Mass.,  writes  that 
he  has  a  larger  and  finer  lot  of  Barred  Ply- 
mouth Rocks  and  White  Wyandottes  than 
ever  before,  he  having  raised  nearly  one 
thousand.  As  this  is  more  than  he  can  com- 
fortably bouse,  be  will  have  a  choice  lot  of 
cockerels  and  pullets  for  sale,  at  very  reason- 
able prices.   See  ad.  on  page  333. 


We  don't  ask  what  "  P.  L).  Q. "'  is,  because 
we  have  used  it,  and  found  tbe  claims  made 
for  it  not  too  strong.  We  bad  some  chickens 
that  were  not  doing  well,  and  not  being  a  fan- 
cier of  experience,  ilid  not  know  what  ailed 
tbem.  We  did  bave  "  P.  I).  Q.,"  and  used  the 
powder  with  some  misgivings  as  to  results. 
To  our  amazement  the  chickens  began  to 
thrive  immediately,  the  plumage  became 
brighter,  and  they  bave  been  right  ever  since. 
Some  young  chickens  were  powdered,  and 
tbey  are  healthy  and  growing  immense,  even 
for  Buff  Cochins.  If  you  have  chickens  you 
want  to  have  "  P.  D.  Q."  in  use.  It  is  a  dis- 
infectant, and  when  scattered  around  tbe 
chickeu  bouse,  vermin  cannot  exist,  and  you 
bave  nothing  but  a  healthy  odor. 

For  dogs  the  powder  is  also  a  good  thing, 
and  will  make  tleasjump  to  earth  with  alac- 
rity. We  used  it  on  one  dog  that  was 
troubleil  with  these  pests,  and  he  had  relief  at 
once.  Tbe  Worcester  Compound  Co.  claim 
for  P.  D.  Q.  that  it  kills  fleas,  and  we  have  no 
reason  to  doubt  their  statement.  One  thing  is 
sure  —  it  will  clear  chickens  from  lice,  and  as 
long  as  we  have  a  chicken  we  will  keep  P.  D.  Q. 
in  stock.  The  Excelsor  Wire  and  Poultry 
Co.,  SSVesey  street,  are  the  New  York  agents. 
Parlies  who  cannot  secure  it  from  home  deal- 
ers in  poultry  supplies  can  get  it  direct  from 
tbe  manufacturers  at  Worcester,  Mass.  It  is 
put  up  in  pound  boxes  for  25c.;  or  five 
pounds  for  §1.—  Turf,  Field  and  Farm. 

Swan's  Extra  Heavy  Felt. 

Swan's  Standard  Roofing  has  been  on  the 
market  for  seven  years,  and  thousands  of 
rolls  of  tbe  extra  heavy  Felt  have  been  sold  to 
poultrymen.  For  the  sides  and  roof  of  a 
poultry  house  it  is  wind,  water  and  fire  proof, 
and  obnoxious  to  vermin  of  all  kinds.  Sam- 
ples and  full  particulars  will  be  given  by 
addressing  A.  F.  Swan,  102  Fulton  street, 
New  York. 


Banner  Egg  Food  and  Tonic. 

The  virtues  of  the  Ban  her  Egg  Food  and 
Tonic  are  perfect  assimilation  of  the  food 
elements  needed  to  maintain  health,  produce 
eggs,  and  assist  in  forming  new  plumage. 
"  Worth  its  weight  in  gold  when  hens  are 
moulting, "  writes  one  person  who  has  tried 
it.  "  I  have  found  that  it  not  only  increased 
the  amount  of  eggs,  but  also  kept  my  poultry 
in  a  prime,  healthy  condition,"  %vrites  Rev. 
N.  F.  Ludlum,  of  Corona,  L.  I.  For  further 
particulars  address  Excelsior  Wire  and 
t'oullry  Supply  Co.,  28  Vesey  street,  New 
York  City. 

A  Profitable  Pair. 

If  you  want  to  make  poultry  pay  you  must 
bave  the  books.  "'Profitable  Poultry  Farm- 
ing," and  A  Living  From  Poultry."  Both 
by  Michael  K.  Boyer.  They  are  companion 
books,  and  we  send  the  two  for  fifty  cents,  or 
twenty-five  cents  each.  Address  I.  S.  John- 
son Co..  22  Custom  House  street,  Boston, 
Mass. 


1.  Perfect  Hen  House. 

'J.  Low  Co^I  I'oultrv  House. 

■i.  Feciliiij;  for  Ksijs. 

4.  Mont-v  in  Ht'iis  \hy  a  successfiil  r.iisor). 

.■>.  The  \V\aniloltf5  (lllustiatnl  DeM  rli)tloii). 

6.  Whin-  Itni-.N  (I>iM  illnil  anil  llluslialfd). 

7.  Tllf  I.anuslians  (IllusUalcdl. 

8.  Incubator  Ki  t'ulalini;  (l>v  liaukin). 

9.  First  Sli  ps  Willi  Vounj;  Chicks. 

10.  Hoiiic  Ma.li-  Inculialors. 

11.  Poultr\  rullini-  (liv  Hawkins). 

12.  Alioutll.uk  Kaisini;  illliistratiil). 

l:i.  A  Wonian  s  Wav  (llo«  to  Knii  au  lucnljator). 

14.  Maklni;  a  I>ivin)r  Willi  I'oultrv. 
Ih.  A  niv  Poiillrv  Farm  Cllluslratiil). 

16.  Poultry  on  a  Villa>;i-  Lot. 

17.  Mr.  Hlillti-i  's  I'oultrv  Vanls  i  llhislr:iti-.l). 

15.  House  (or  Colli,  also  llot  riiin:Ur  i  lllusliatcil). 
19.  Hot  Water  lirooiU  r  .Sysli  ni  '  I llii^l  ralcil). 

New  England  AllHii-'lit  (Kaiiiiv  Field). 


21.  Work  for  Women. 

22.  Cro^siii;.' aiHl  lle-Crossinp. 
•a.    MVw.t:  K/i-'s  for  llali  liiiif.'. 
24.   (  lii.  k.  n  1- i.\in;;s  (lllu.-tratcd). 
2.'..    How  to  l'n-\elit  DiM-ase. 

2I>.    .Mo,lif^  in;;  l.i>;lil  Uraliiiia- for  L.lvers. 

27.  Al.oiil  l'oiill.v  Houses  llllwslrated). 

28.  W)iy  Ihe  Failliii  s  I  very  valiialde  article). 
20.  The  Farui-l'ouitr\  Iloine  .Made  Incubators, 
:J0.  $71)0  a  Year  (Fanriv  Field). 

One  Year's  Ekk  Account,  Good  Profit  (by  Mr. 
Hunter). 

.32.  CariiiK  for  I  >ne  Tliousaud  Fowls. 
;i:t.   This  is  CoiiinH.il  Sense. 

34.    lioiiiiiis;  1'ii.M  s  (  How  to  Train). 

•S.'j.   Clii-ap  House  f..i  Tliirtv  Fowls. 
30.   Clover,  (How  lo  Cure  lor  roiillrv  Food). 
37.   Cookinp    Apparatus    lor    I'ouUrvuien  (Illus- 
trated). 

Winter  Eggs  (preparing  to  get  same). 


Any  one  of  the  38  Articles  above,  5  cents;  six  for  25  cents. 


The  complete  .set  of  38  articles  as  above,  together  with  a  "COMMOX  SENSE  BINDER"  lo 
hold  same,  if  ordered  separatelv,  will  cost  vou  $2.75. 

IF  ORDERED  ALL  AT  ONE  TIME",  we  will  send  the  whole  38  articles  and  Binder, 
post-paid,  for  $2;  or  with  Farm-Pocltuy  one  year  for  $2.50. 

Send  all  ordeis,  stating  plainly  what  you  want,  and  cash  or  st.amps  to 

I.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO.,  22  Custom  House  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 

PEEP  O'  DX\  FOUNTAINS. 

The  out  on  the  left  is  our  reguhir  Fountain,  which  is  especial!' 
adapted  for  vouu^  chitrkeiis.    It  holds  about  3  qls.   Price  50  cent  -  ■- 
each ;  *-J.5(i  half  ch.z.:  S4. -Hi dozen.   The  other  cut  is  the  best  au  i  (J 
fjuicKest  cic\  ice  fur  waterinj?  lar^e  cliickens  or  fowls.   It  lias  a  -ii 
(]t.  ^alvaniztMi  inm  *\\^\\,  and  can  be  hunj;  on  a  fence  or  wall  in  the 
yard,  the  'p|it-iiin/  at  the  rear  being  against  the  feuee,  and  by  cut- 
ting a  small  hol4' through  tlie  fence  the  dish  can  be  drawn  out. 
filled  and  cleaned  without  entering  Ihe  yard.   It  can  he  used  in 
any  place,  and  is  very  durable  and  convenient.   These  two  styles ^Jj 
Af  Fountains  are  used  excUisively  on  the  large  farm  of  "Mr.^L 
Hunter,  editor  of  Farm-Poultry.  Price  of  galvanized  iron  dish  ^ 
and  cage  30c.  eacli:  $1.60  half  doz.;  $3  doz.  They  are  shipped  flat, 
making  a  compact  pad  ige,  and  light  express  or  freight  charges.  IHu^ 
free.  E.  F.  HODGSON 


Editor  of  FARM-POULTRY. 

132  First  Premiums. 

I'sed  by  the  lar;:f^t  hrt-f-lers  m  Uuilcii  Status.  Seiul  : 
14S-|>!ijre  catalofrut'  ^'iviiiif  full  parlit-ulars. 

PRAIRIK  STATE  INCI  BATOR  CO., 

HOM£R  CITY,  PA. 


Will  Ring  if  the  wires  are  cut. 


COSTS  COMPLETE 
Send'  fok  CincuL.iR. 


SO.OO.      Fully  (iiiarauteed. 
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Fowl  Hits. 

De  raockiu'  bird  a  singiu' 

In  (le  tip-top  er  lie  tree, 

£u  lie  sin^in^  l'i^;l^  t  at  me. 

He  siugiu'  i-iglit  at  nie! 
He  say :  "1  heat  you  risiir, 

Fo'  lie  sun  wuz  in  yu'  <\<t\ 
I  Mji  an'  eatniy  hrakfas"— 

Dut's  w\v  I'm  siii^iin'  sn! 

"Go  lon^^  la/y  ni^'^'<  rl 
You  niijrlity  puw'ful  slow; 

You'll  never  kotcli  a  worm 
Ef  you  don't  }£it  up  eu  gol  " 

De  gray  hawk  sailin',  sailin' 

In  de  elements  so  free, 

En  he  holler  ri^^ht  at  me. 

He  holler  right  at  me! 
He  say:   "I  beat  you  risiu', 

Fo'  de  sun  wtiz  in  de  sky, 
I  up  cn  kotch  ray  chicken  — 

Dat'sw'y  I'm  flyin'  liigltl 

"  Go  long,  lazy  nigger! 

You  mighty  pow'lul  slow; 
You'll  never  kotch  a  chicken 

Ef  you  don't  git  up  en  go !  " 

—  Atlanta  Constitution. 


Chickens  or  Kittens  7 
Mrs.  Jones  keeps  the  village  shop,  while  her 
husband  sees  to  the  shoes  of  the  village  horses, 
and  by  dint  of  industry  and  perseverauee  tbey 
have  got  a  nice  little  business  together.  Their 
little  sou,  aged  seven,  also  has  a  wish  to  do 
what  he  can  for  himself,  as  will  appear  in  the 
following  tale :  Mrs.  Jones  is  fond  of  poultry, 
and  prides  herself  on  her  regular  supply  of 
eggs,  but  of  late  the  number  of  these  has  sadly 
diminished,  and  her  customers  have  had  to 
content  themselves  with  a  very  limited  quan- 
tity. Alter  much  worry  and  cogitation,  she 
resolves  to  watch  her  henhouse  carefully  — 
not  that  she  can  place  her  suspicions — but  eggs 
are  eggs,  and  uuist  not  be  suftered  lightly  to 
disappear.  So  patiently  she  waits  and  watches, 
till,  alas!  Master  Tommy  Jones  is  found  to 
be  the  guilty  party.  His  fond  mother  detects 
him  creeping  through  the  sliding  door  with  a 
new  laid  egg  in  his  hand.  AYhat  can  the  boy 
be  doing?  She  follows  cautiously,  and  sees  him 
slip  into  a  disused  shed,  where,  on  examina- 
tion (after  he  has  returned,  innocently  whist- 
ing,  into  the  house)  a  truly  artistic  nest  is 
found,  composed  of  hay  and  straw,  and  holding 
some  fifteen  or  sixteen  beautiful  eggs.  Tommy 
is  now  pounced  upon,  Init  being  a  fearless 
child,  openly  admits  his  guilt.  "  Yes, mother, 
I  put  them  all  there,  and  my  cat  is  going  to  sit 
on  them,  and  I  don't  care  I"  adds  the  rascal 
boldly,  with  hands  in  pockets  and  blue  eyes 
upturned :  "  I  don't  cai'e  whether  they  come 
out  chickens  or  kittens !"  —  Feathered  World. 


Those  Eggs. 
The  actor  drew  himself  up  with  proud  defi- 
ance and  glared  at  his  audience,  as  he  con- 
tinued : 

"  Those  eggs  you  have  thrown  at  me  —  " 
As  he  paused  slightly  the  audience  held  its 
breath. 

"  Will  come  home  to  roost !  " 
This  time  he  was  applauded  to  tlie  echo. — 
Pittsburg  Chronicle. 

They  were  telling  yarns  about  good  shooting 
out  in  Virginia,  Nev.,  the  other  day.  Said  one 
of  the  marksmen  :  "  Some  years  ago  I  was  out 
in  New  York  state  hunting  grouse.  There  was 
an  old  fellow  along  who  was  somewhat  near- 
sighted. We  \vere  just  at  the  edge  of  the 
farm, when  suddeHly  one  of  my  favorite  Game 
cocks  jumped  up  on  the  fence,  and  he  drew  a 
bead  on  it,  mistaking  it  for  a  grouse.  I  didn't 
have  a  second  to  lose,  so  I  just  threw  up  my 
rifle  and  quietly  knocked  of[  the  left  tube  of 
his  .^hot  gun  at  fifty  yards,  so  that  when  the 
hammer  f-ell  the  tube  and  cap  wouldn't  be  there. 
See?" 

"  You  saved  the  bird,  then?  "  chipped  in  an 
attentive  listener. 

"  No,"  said  Austin,  sadly.  "  I  picked  out 
the  wrong  tube;  the  fellow  fired  the  I'ight  bar- 
rel, and  blew  my  fifty  dollar  Game  cock  all  to 
feathers."  The  crowd  quietly  dispersed. — 
Exchange. 


We  fed  a  sick  hen  three  mornings  on  the 
Manhattan  theory  in  soft  niash.th'u  let  out 
the  peu.  Sick  one  went  direct  int  the  bam 
floor  and  commenced  scratching  ii:  a  pile  of 
old  sawdust  that  had  been  there  for  years. 
She  excavated  a  monkey  wrench,  a  Police 
Gazette,  two  hammers,  and  an  empty  whiskey 
bottle,  and  then  laid.  Gazette  and  whiskey 
bottle  belong  to  my  hired  man.  I  suppose. — 
Chicken  Fix i n fix . 
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WHY  IS  IT  that  practical  painters 
everywhere  use  and  recommend 
Pure  White  Lead  and  Pure  Linseed 
Oil?  Simply  because  they  know  their  busi- 
ness, have  a  reputation  to  maintain,  and 
cannot  afford  to  use  or  recommend  anything 
else.    To  be  sure  of  getting 

Pure  ^^hite  Lead 

examine  the  brand  (see  list  genuine  brands). 
Any  shade  or  color  is  readily  obtained  by 
using  National  Lead  Co.'s  brands  of  Pure 
White  Lead  Tinting  Colors. 

Pamphlet  giving  valuable  information  and  card  showing  samples 
of  colors  free  ;  also  cards  showing  pictures  of  twelve  houses  of  different 
designs  painted  in  various  styles  or  combinations  of  shades  forwarded 
upon  appHcation  to  those  intending  to  paint. 

NATIONAL  LEAD  CO., 

1  Broadway,  New  York., 


PRINTIN 


For  Fanciers  and  Everybody. 

Sriotly  Istolassstock  and  work.  Priceslow.  Cutsfurnishedandall  work 
delivt-red  frt'i'.  Saiiiplcs  and  prices  mailed  for  stamp,  if  you  mention 
F.-r.  an. I  name  varieties  von  bri-ed.  No  amateur  work.  Estahlished 40 
v"rs.  lOii  nnif  heails  and  Ki(i  envelopes  printed  and  sentpostpald  foronly 
$iLnO.     KKPORTER  PRINTING  HOUSE,  Wellsville.  N.  Y. 


Our  Book  List. 

Farm-roullry  Doctor,  (Sanborn),     Price,  -DO  i-ciits. 

ProfltablePonltry  Farming,  (Boyer),     "  25 

A  Living  From  Poultry,  (Boyer),  '2b  " 

Gilbert's  Pigeon  Keeping,  "  50 

Mannal  of  Incubation,  ■'  25 

How  to  Destroy  Insects,  *'  30 

Art  of  Propagation,  *'  30  " 

Our  Poultry  Doctor,  (Field),  "  25 

All  About  Broilers.  (Boyer),  25  " 

Croley's  Egg  Record,  ••  10 

How  to  Caponize,  "  2.t  '* 

American  Standard  of  Perfection,  "  l.OO  " 

We  will  send  any  of  the  above  book.s  by 
mail  post  paid  at  the  price  set  against  each. 

N.  B.  1st.  When  two  or  more  are  ordered 
at  oue  time,  we  will  allow  a  discount  of  10 
per  cent  from  the  combined  price  of  all. 

2d.  For  example,  American  Standard,  $1. 
Farm-Poultry  Doctor,  50c.,  both  $1.50,  less 
10  per  cent,  or  $1..35,  the  amount  lo  send  us. 

3d.  Farm-Poultry  aud  any  two  of  above 
books  we  allow  20  per  cent  on  all,  i.  e.,  .Farm- 
Poultry  one  year  |1,  Farm-Poultry  Doctor, 
50c.,  Profitable  Poultry  Farming-,  25c.;  for 
all,  $1.75,  less  20  per  cent,  $1.40— amount  to 
send  us  for  the  three. 

Send  all  orders  and  remittances  to  us. 
I.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO., 
22  Custom  House  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 


Poultry  for  Profit  Pays. 

The  illustration  on  this  circular  was  drawn  by  the  most  noied  animal  artis-t  in  America.  It  shows  a  model  White 
Wyandotte  hen  ;  a  first  prize-winner  after  she  had  gotten  her  new  plumage  last  year  by  the  aid  of  proper  care  and  feeding 
while  shedding  her  feathers  and  growing  the  n'ew  crop ;  also  the  same  hen  while  moulting.  Note  the  difference. 
While  Moulting;  Imperfect  plumage,  an  empty  nest  and  drooping  health.  After  Moulting;  Fine  exhibition 
feathers,  a  full  nest,  erect  carriage  and  perfect  health.    How  to  accomplish  the  same  result  for  any  hen  is  told  below. 


Help  the  Moulting  Hens. 

The  process  of  moulting  (or  shedding  the  old  and  getting 
the  new  crop  of  feathers)  is  a  very  exhausting  one  for  poultry. 
The  reason  for  this  is  that  the  growing  of  new  feathers 
requires  all  the  nitrogen  and  phosphates  contained  in  the 
food,  so  that  there  is  an  extra  demand  upon  the  hen's 
strength  and  good  health.  The  elements  needed  by  a  hen 
at  moulting,  in  addition  to  good  food  are  contained  in 
Sheridan's  Condition  Powder  to  a  very  high  degree.  Thous- 
ands of  people  have  proven  it  to  be  worth  its  weight  in  gold 
when  hens  are  moulting.  It  keeps  them  in  health,  helps 
form  the  new  plumage,  and  gets  them  in  condition  to  lay 
early.  A  hen  rarely  lays  while  moulting.  But  if  you  give 
them  during  moulting  season,  Sheridan's  Condition  Powder 
daily,  in  extra  doses,  they  will  get  to  laying  much  earlier  in 
the  fall  and  lay  all  winter,  larger,  better  and  more  fertile 
eggs  for  hatching  than  pullets.    You  should,  during  July, 


Make  Your  Pullets  Lay. 

We  say!  pullets  that  can  lay  and  won't  lay  should  be  made  to  lay. 

It  is  a  fact,  pullets  hatched  in  March  and  April  should 
lay  when  five  months  old.  Therefore  assist  the  pullets  now 
in  forming  their  first  crop  of  eggs  so  to  speak.  It  will  make 
a  vast  difference  in  the  quantity  of  eggs  you  will  have  to 
sell  during  the  fall  and  winter  months  when  strictly  fresh 
pullets  eggs  will  letail  in  large  markets  for  forty  to  fifty 
cents  per  dozen.  Every  moment  gained  now  is  very  valu- 
able. The  instruction  given  by  the  editor  of  Farm-Poultry, 
Mr.  Hunter,  time  and  time  again,  in  that  paper,  has  been 
as  follows:  Keep  the  chickens  growing  so  the  pullets  will 
come  to  laying  maturity  in  October.  To  do  this  they  must 
be  kept  in  condition  to  grow,  and  be  strong  and  healthy  as 
well  as  be  fed  upon  growing  foods.  More  than  all,  care 
must  be  exercised  to  see  to  it  that  the  food  eaten  is  properly 
assimilated.    Therefore,  no  matter  what  kinds  of  foods  you 


August  and  September,  as  vour  old  hens  show  signs  of 
moulting,  feed  them  once  daily  in  a  hot  bran  mash,  say 
two  heaping  teaspoonfuls  of  Sheridan's  Powder  for  each 
twelve  hens.  Do  as  others  do;  use  Sheridan's  Powder 
freely  and  help  your  hens  over  their  moulting  quickly  ; 
also  bring  the  young  pullets  to  early  laying,  and  you  should 
have  as  others  do  who  have  tried  this  plan,  an  abundance 
of  eggs  to  sell  when  prices  are  very  high. 

"When  a  hen  is  in  Condition"  says  one  of  the  highest 
poultry  authorities,  "she  will  lay  perfect  eggs  and  plenty 
of  them."  Therefore  help  her  through  the  nioiulting  season 
quickly  by  the  aid  of  Sheridan's  Condition  Powder,  that  she 
may  be  "IN"   CONDITION"  for   early  winter  laying. 

JOHN  R.  JONES,  of  Siifvield,  Conn.,  a  breeder  of  prize-witiniug 
Javas,  says:  —  "I  find  Sheridan's  Cotidilion  Powder  fed  once  daily  in 
the  food,  very  valuable  for  inoulting  hens.  It  assists  in  growing  new 
feathers,  makes  the  combs  bright  red,  and  gives  a  rich,  beautiful, 
natur-al  gloss  to  the  plumage.  Have  used  it  for  years  for  exhibition  birds" 

J.  W.  HEGE,  of  Williamson,  Pa.,  says:  —  "I  received  S500  worth  of 
Sheridan's  Powder  of  yon.  Began  to  feed  the  Powder  at  once  ;  our  eggs 
increased  three  times  the  amount  in  a  month's  feeding.  I  can  say  if 
the  farmer  will  begin  to  feed  Sheridan's  Powder  early  in  the  fall,  his 
hens  will  be  ready  to  lay  when  eggs  commence  to  rise." 


are  using,  always  give  with  them  once  daily,  Sheridan's 
Condition  Powder.  It  assures  perfect  assimilation  of  the 
;ood  elements  needed  to  maintain  health,  produce  eggs, 
ind  assist  the  pullets  to  early  laying.  Those  who  get  best 
results  from  using  Sheridan's  Condition  Powder  are  those 
who  commence  with  little  chickens,  giving  small  doses,  say 
an  even  teaspoonful  to  a  quart  of  mash  food  twice  a  week; 
then  gradually  increase  the  dose  to  time  when  getting  the 
pullets  ready  for  early  fall  laying;  give  a  dose  of  one  even 
teaspoonful  to  each  pint  of  food  every  day. 

If  you  have  not  followed  the  above  rule  this  season,  then 
order  some  Sheridan's  Powder  at  once  and  feed  to  your  pullets 
as  we  direct,  and  you  can  in  a  degree  make  up  f<  r  lost  time. 

C.  A.  GRAVES,  of  West  Whately,  "Mass.,  says  :  —  "Tne  Sheridaii's 
Condition  Powder,  is  in  my  opinion,  the  best  egg  producer  ever  dis- 
covered. I  have  fed  it  for  three  years  and  shall  continue  its  use  in 
future  to  growing  stock,  as  it  helps  to  develop  and  hasten  the  maturity 
of  young  pullets.  It  is  equally  good  to  keep  poultry  in  health." 
jK.  F.  HUNTER,  of  South  Natick.  Mass.,  ciiief  editor  of  FARM-- 
POULTRY,  says:  — "I  find  the  Sheridan's  Condition  Powder  of  the 
greatest  value  for  the  g-eneral  good  health  of  my  poultry.  Have  cured 
bad  cases  of  diarrhoea  in  young  chicks  with  it.  I  hope  you  will  circulate 
the  Condition  Powder  far  and  wide.  Itisof  great  value  to  poultrv  raisers." 


Sold  by  druggists,  grocers,  general  store  and  feed  dealers.  If  you  can't 
packs  for  $1.00.    Oiift  large  two  pound  can  $1.20.    Six  larcre  cans  express 


get  it  near  home,  send  to  us.  We  send  post-paid  one  pack  for  25c;  five 
paid,  $5.00.    1.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO.,  22  Custom  House  St.,  Boston.  Mass. 


